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PREFATORY NOTE. 


The subjoined Memoir on the obscure annals of the Gupta Kings 
of India w:is undertaken, in the first instance, with the limited purpose 
of describing Mr. Burgesses newly-acquired coins in the pages of his 
Archreological Report for the season of 1874-5. 

Circumstances connected with his return to India, and the inciden¬ 
tally-delayed calls for IkIS,, have enabled me to revise and amplify several 
sections of my original text; others, wholly or partially set up in ty])e, 
have been retained in their outline form * white, latterly, important notes, 
which would have required time to complete, have been deferred for 
future publication, so as to avoid any interference with the progress of 
the Editor's leading Report, already soiucwliat in arrear, 

A brief notice of some Muhammadan coins—obtained on the same 
occasion—^which illustrate the transfer of Ethnic supremacies in the 
valley of the Indus, concludes these independent Chapters. 
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SlH AND GUPTA COINS, &c. 

ilr. Burgess, during liis late tour, suecfseded in obtaining some very interesting 
speciraeus of the coins of the locai S4ii Icings of Surfisbtra and their imperial Gupta 
successors which he has requested me to describe.* 

I have tahen advantage of the opportunity to arrange and classify in the accom* 
panying autotype plate, contrasted examples of the various provincial currencies of the 
^ latter dynasty, and I have attempted, in a general way, to collect the extraneous data 
bearing on the still obscure histoiy of a race, whose domination forms so important an. 
epoch and hitherto undefined time-mark amid the dynastic revolutions of India witliin 
itself. Tills may be held to be a very bold expansion of a text based upon a handful 
of coins, but Numismatic studies I have always maintained, when properly and 
scientifically treated, open out a very large and expansive circle of investigation. 

In the jircscnt instance there liave unfortunately heen few opportunities for 
systemntic arrangement, or for the ordinary completion of details; but, incideutally, 
where coins have proved their leading title 1 Irave admitted them into the front rank, 
in which prominent position I can usually sustain them, when their rough edges preserve 
but fair traces of the marginal legends of tho original die, and when the native 
engravers have not subsided into ignorant and mere mecluinieal imitators of device and 
superaoription. 

The materials available for the determination of the age and the spread of the 
dominions of the Guptas seem to arrange themselves in the foUouiug order:— 

m Inscriptions. 

4. Written iiistory, 
e. Tradition. 
d. Coins. 


ff.—lif sc RIFTIOS3. 

The genealogy of the Gupta family lias been singularly weil-prcserved, considering 
the limited range of their extant inscriptions and the persistent oblivion to which their 
successors would, perilaps designedly, have consigned them. 

Tlie Kirliest of these, in point of time, is tho AUnlulbAd manifesto of S am udra Gupta, 
the fourth in succession of an ancestry claiming little pretension to renown, and the 
second only in the order of kings, who attained any tiling beyond restricted celebrity. 


* A slight diilhronffi will be obsptted between the tystem of tnuieistention ojiipl4vt<d in the following pnges 
anti that followed by Sin Butgese. The chief departture from his usage is in the marking the TI by f, in pjeferenco 
to the uBsightlj J, My tbeot^' iti, that dots bfitow the lino shoald, aa far as possible, eonstitnU! the diKrimuiating 
laai'k far coasonaots, and that BcecDts above tho line shoultl he reservetl for vowels. I prefer the acute 
accent ' to the eiietuafiet ^ as less disfiguring to the vowel k^tter, n dimulva&tngo ioiicreut in the and oapccitdJy 
detHuentxd in mops. 
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This first heii to on imporial father took advantage of a ready prepared monolith, to 
supplement, in the writing current in his day an account of his own rise, in the form 
of a quasi palimpsest,* attached, to the original contemporary paloeograph in the old 
square Idi character in which Asoka, in the twenty-seventh year of his reign (B.C* 232), 
had proclaimed, unwittingly, his undeveloped Buddhistic tendencies, and his advocacy 
of the more simple doctrines of mercy to animals, the preservation of animal life, and 
the alleviation of animal woes.t 

The second record of the Gupta heritage, likewise perpetuated on stone, is to be 
seen in the IMathurd inscription from the Katrd moimd, wherein Samudra’s parentage is 
apparently repeated in accordance with the tenor of the earlier monument.^ The 
genealogy of the family is further extended in the inscription on the BMtari I4t or 
monolith, in the district of Glidzipfir and in its counterpart at Bihdr,§ which carries the 
succession down to Skanda Gupta and an unnamed heir,[| 

Prom these inscriptions the recognised line of kings may ho restored after the 
following order: 


T^e Gupta Kings, 

1. MaMrdja §ri Gupta. 

2. Mahdrdja Sti Ghatotkaclui. 

3. Mahdrdjddhirdja ^ri Chandra Gupta. 

<i. ,, Sri Samudra Gupta. 

6. „ Sri Chandra Gupta II. 

C. „ $ri Kuniiua Gupta. 

7. » Sri Skanda Gupta. 


The family tree, originally I'ceonstmctcd hy Dr. Milljlf is of importance, in the present 
inquiry, as shotting the moderately adi^anccd position of the eaidy mem1>ers of the 
60 -calied regal line:— 

1 Gupti. 

2 GlkAtotkiictLa* I^chdi&vlr a W 

I wliosse WMS 

S Gupti-k—KaniAri wife of Hid king, Sulidriki, AH bxJepe^iIcnt prioceegf 

whose dnu^liter was 

4 Samudni Goptn 1 /-' ^ Banie iinknqwi]:^ 

Biff a awi J \ -h-(^) d&qgbtor of ^Inb^deilm 

5 OlmltilrE GupiP 11« 








7 SkAoia GdpU. 

I 

B A jouDg prince (MalieQiIm Gijptn?)^, p Pibor nt the dpte of tiiis Ipi^snpftion* 


• vpL IIL p. 105 j vd. VI, pt 978 % Joutm. Bbir, Br. Jl. As. (re^itioH 

Bhiifi Daji), vol. IX* p. excriL i Pruisep's toL J. p. 233* 

f My Anmetti JttdiaM fFmghUt Mprsdou’e (lotet’ciPtiociAl) Hfimismaiu Omutafa^ LDPtlgiij, 1874^ p.p 27. 

J GenPtml Cflnninglmni'B Archaologieat Brpori^ vol. Ill* pkte XVI. Xo. 24, p* 37* 

I jIj* Soe^ 1BS6| p* 271 p Jours, iSom, Bs^ M. Ai* 50^..* 1871^2^ p, 59^ Blupj reviseii 

r^adin^^ CiiumoghAin's B^orij toL I* pL XVII. p. 38^ and pL XXX. p* 94* 

I Jwnt, As, Soe. Btn^. l&36^ p. fi61 v PtiPfep's ¥oL L p. 240* 

^ Br* Mill, Am. Soe, Bfs^. vol TTl- p. 544 ; PrinsppV Essa^s^ ¥oL 1 pp, 225, 243# 245. 


r 
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Much emphasis has "been laid hj some modem eommentators* * * § on the appearance 
of the iTords ShaMn ShB in the Samuthra Gupta inscription at AUalidhfid, aboT® 
(quoted, as tending to proTO that the Guptas must haTe been contemporary irith the 
Sassanian kings of Persia (326—632^ A.[D,), 1 wish to rectify any such misapprehensionj 

as the point is of real importance as coliateral evidence. I have from the first con- 
tended-f that tills title was in nowise exclusively the property or impress of the Sossaaian 
family. We have the SlmkdjfatMi/a K/ishdi/atAiydnum of Darius,J and the counterpart 
BASIALTS BA^IAK£2N with the JiajarctJtt and Adhiraja of the Baetrian or rather 
Indo-Seythiau ccins.§ We can now further cite the existence of a ShaM^ah dynasty in 
Kharizm of the race of Cyrus, f| and point to the more immediate testimony of our 
Mathura inscriptions, where ViisudeTa is designated as SMki, and, in other epigraphs, 
by the parallel Devapuira, which reappears in conjunction with the Shdhda Shdh 
on the Allal idbdd column — eombinations, wbioh would preferentially indicate the 
continued rule of some members of tins Scytbic race in outlying portions of their old 
dombiions. 

It does not form part of the immediate object of the present rd^sumd, to examine the 
entire series of the Gupta inscriptions, but the following passages have been selected 
as furnishing authentic dates, applicable, as other data may chance to sanction, to the 
general determination of the Gupta place and epochal position in Indian history. 


iVb, 2. Xasoription of Chandm Gupta^ 

The short inscription at TJdayagiri contains the name of Chandra Gupta under 
the title of “ ^oYa'Kiiti-bltoit&fuha ^ahdTd^diXkwdjf!Lf and the date of Bwfuvai 82 [in 
figures] 11th of the bright half of Sravana. 


A’h. S. ImQTipii&u of CKmidra Gupta ** 

The inscription on the eastern gate at SancM, near Bhilsa, commences, To all 
respected Sramanas, the chief priests of the dvasathu ceremonial . , , The son of 

Amuka, the destroyer of his father's enemies, &c. . . . obtaining the gratification 
of every desire of his life through tlio favor of the great emperor Chandra Gupta 


• CmiaiagbBoi, Miha Toptt, j*. 147; Laswn, Ind. Ahh, wl. IL p. 752, &c.s FetgossoD, Jwi-w, li.A$, Soe,, 
TOl. IV. p. lOS. 

t Oa tho Epoch of iLe Gapte Dynasty, Jovtrn. As, Soe, Benp. (1SS5), vol. XXJV. p. 387; Prinsop's EnGys^ 
272p 274. Sw also val. If. pp. 1(^, 110, and ddut^i A, Ast vol. Xll. pp. 341—344 j Ariontt 
Anfiqiia, plates XVI.-XVII. 

J Jotirn, a. As, Son, voU X. p, 195 1 S^thic, rot XV. p> 95; Eersion variatit 

p. 159. 

§ Priiwp’s £ssa}fSf vol. TI. pp. 205 rt te^. 

I ” Abu filb&ti Ikrther EpCAks of ibc Elmdunteti writing mid rccorcU, which wore carcEully icvesligmed by 
Kctnibah Ibn aioaUm when ho cowpiereil the country, and strengthenR tho authority of tlieeo nnlive documents, 
by siwwiog thitt « Ednglo fmnrly, named the Sbahlyab, and enppoaed to be derived fttini Cyfiia, IukI reigned tn 
Elumzm—with the exception of n TurhUh or ScythUn intcrrt^gnnm of ninety-two j'cars—from the Aeiuemcnian 
period ilown to iho time of the Mahommpdnn invasion."—Sir H. Bnwlin»u, Cenfrai Asia, London, 1875, p. 24 $. 

5 Cunnbgham, Bhilsa Tapes, p. 151; PrauepV Essays, vol 1. p. 247. 

*• Jaum, As, Six, Hefty., toL VL ji. 435, plate XXT'''., and voj. TI J. pw 455 j Friusep’s Essays, voL I, p. 246, 
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• . . - ♦ lias given, as an act of grace and bcneTolence of the great emperor 

Chandra Gupta, generally known among his subjects as Dera RAja (Indra). 

“ In the Samvat year 03 [in figures], Bhidrapada 10th/** 


No, 4, TmmlaHoti of on Inacripiion m ihe Monolith of KuMon, in the QoraMp^r 
tUvioiont N, W. P., Ifiduf^ PaAw Mojendra Xioio. 

“ Tlie year 141 having been over (or the close of the year 141), and tbe month of 
Jaishthya having arrived, tbe empire of Skanda Gupta—the floor of whoso audience 
chamber liad hcca swept by gusts from the bowing of the heads of kings by hundreds j 
sprung from the line of tlie Guptas; of wide extended fame j opulent beyond ail otkoi'S ; 
comparable nith ^kra; lord of bundruds of monarcli8.”f 

No, 3. Tramlotion of mi Imoripiion of the tbne of Bkondn Gnpto^ mi o coppe>'-plti,te 
grant found nt Imtor^ neor Anup&hahar on the Qongee,X 

Amen; may be, whom Brahmans, hi obedience to law, hepraise with the harmony 
of meditation aod the eutire devotion of their minds ... lie your protection ! ” 

In tbe year 14G, in the mouth of Phtilguna, the — (?) of tlie tliriviug and 
invincible kingdom of Ids most noble majesty, tbe supreme sovereign of great kings, tbo 
auspicious Skanda Gupta, for tbe promotion of prosperity in the possession of the 
owner Sarvmfiga in Antarvedi (or the Boiib of the Ganges and YamunS)."§ 


No, G, Xmeription of Skanda Gupta on the Northern face of the Girndr rock, || 

« To the perfect one, Tisbiiu, who snatched from Bali for the happiness of Itidi-a," 
&c. " Aftenvards lie , , . avIio by his own arms obtained glory (pardkrmtia), 

and who is the most distinguished of kings,” . . . “may be, Skanda Gupta, be 

glorious " , . . (the text goes on to detail Skanda Gupta’s difficulties in the selec¬ 
tion of a fit ruler for SurAshtra aud Ids ultimate choice of) Parnadatta ” , . (tvho 

delegates his authority to lus son) " Clmkmpdlita." . . . "Afterwards, when in tbe 

course of nature the rainy season arrived ... the lake Sudar?ana burst (its 
embankments), Wlieii a centiu-y of years plus thirty passed, in the sLxth day of 
Bhidrapada, at night, counting from the era of Gupta" {Guptasga kdia), 

(Seven years seem to have elapsed licfore iUrepains were cither commenced or fairly 
advanced when a record appears) " for the benefit of the king and of the city, in a 


• PriiiBcji^« voI, r, S46- 



And 
Cnniil: 

origiiiJiI TctHird, pU XXX. 

J JoHfii. As. Sor. Stuff. IS74, p. 363, ttimsIalioM hy Rnbu Rijendm Min. 

f UnJtv i!*te £3pd April IS73, Geiimil Cmintngliara, in a private iMtcr to Mr. FeHmsftra. reixvrtu iI.a 
dlscovccy of no 1«« tliM tour i»™ \^hngl»g lo the Gnpto pcriDd. «Ono of iLeia k 

Gnptn, will, tor nnml^d In m .A Tt«k to^ripiion of Clinndru Gopin^n. toe 

Unw nnrabrnMl m Ugorr. nt (to ends. A tliinl inrcrlpiion, dntwl S. 106, spenk. of thc^ GtipUii maL orGn^l 
fiunflr i nnd n fcmrtli ijistriptton k dntfhl in £, 101 .*' f Gnpta 

I Trab»biion of Dr, libnu Dfiji, Jouru, Horn, Br. /f, At. Soe., xvl. VI I, p. 121. 


f 
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centniyof smietii^aras (years) jj/wtliirty phts seTea" (in the "month of ChaUrtt”) 

. . . on the “first day of the first, lunation of the (fii^at) montli of the Gldslma 

season, &o, 

Tlie concluding division of the inscription proclaims the completion of the under¬ 
taking. in the construction of a temple hy Chakrapfilita. when, “from the era of the 
Guptas (GtipiSidii kdla) a centmyof yearsthirty-eight (Iiaving passed)." 

Up to this time, I have heen somewliat disposed to question the validity of the 
above interpretation, in respect to the use of the term Gupta idlti. I have now had an 
opportunity of comparing Messm. ATestergaard and Jacob's facsimile, published in the 
Ji>ar«. Botn. Br, B. As. Soc. with Sir Lc Grand Jacob's own eye-transcript in MS., and 
the improved version of the original, undertaken for Ur. Bhau Daji, by Paadurang Gopdla 
Pfidhye. I can have no hesitation in acesepting the latter as the nio'st iutelligent repro- 
duefcion j it brings out into perfect form letters that were merely fragmentary before, it 
seldom conllicts with, but constantly improves what were previously chaotic signs and 
symbols in the copies of Messrs, 'Westergaard and Jacob.* 

^ regards the bearing of the term Gupta kdla upon this and other dated in¬ 
scriptions, wiiile I am fully prepared to admit the figiucs 130-138 into tlie oidinary 
family system of reckoning, I am not so sure that the designation of Gupta ktila in this 
instance, implies identity with iMbirdni's understanding of the same term. 1 shoiUd 
rather connect it witli the era then recognised and employed by the Guptas, whatever its 
origin and derivation, in contrast to the local system of annual dates, which we find on 

the Siih coins, and which clearly does not accord witii the Eastern scheme of proximate 
usage. 


7. Ti-amlatloti of an Imci'iprton on the Bilhir at Bran in, Bhopdl. 

Dr. FtUedward M<tW* version. 

“IViumphant is thefom'-armeddmiuty; omnipresent; of whom the broad waters 
of the four seas are the couch; cause of tlie continuance, origin, destruction, and the like, 
of the universe; ivUosc ensign is Garuda. lu the year 1G5 on the twelfth day of tlie light 
fortnight of the month of Ashadhat on the day oi' Brihasputi, and when Bud ha Gupta 
—ruling, witli the genius of ttie regents of the quarters, over the interval, elioscn land of 
the gods, lietwecn the KaUndi and the Narmada . . . washing . . . a Bmhmaa 
saint of the mustrious Maitniyaniya moanrehs . . . the great king Mdtrivjshnu, a 


• riits copj', ui(ul« for Dr, Bhim Dfljj, h'proiluiKNj ns Plate XV. In tkiS Keport. 

T, CTideiioe for or Bgninst the iiItiiKiftte import of iIjojc Jlgnnji, le fjii- fimt 

KiiV.-.i.or llall *abonlU-(l tbc centpjtt of, tho cmhoilriiif diw .bte lo Bupd Uet-u ftuJ4rjn, n Bttiarea 

wMlicmatiomn, wiiU a view to oji opinion it.» (o its coneurroiico witli ito VUtremSditva er. or tLt of Saka. TJie 

of ilio reply “it conforms to tbe em of tlkTntniklityn, nod d(«s rot coiifom to tlinl of 

jU Sfir. Jlrttff, IfiSl, pp. 15-139. But with nil respect for our Benires cwIctilaUsp, we rqquiru to be told 
whether he Inueccn mid met Colehtwko'a objeettons to the effeei tJinl " tbe ediisBqs mcntictied in lU^ flmcrl 
g^ta do nor njipenr reconcihtble with their ilnies," nod timr “it wenis diflJedt to nwotmi Air thi.* .lias 
of the .bites atid «dip«s iti any other wny tlmn by impendiing tlio itiaeriptioa, the nnibotitwitr of whicli tlicre 
IS not otherwiat, miwi. to voL Jt p. 243.) Sfee nUo (p. 337) for o pos'slhh. .fsplannflon 

of thc^iilly results, m tlic uitroducdon of iw nq dghcli phirifet, jmd o:. ibi, linmediBlc caus.> of ocljpseji " 

mr. ^7iimer, m li«s kt^t e&ay on “tlw Luoiif Zodiac ” t^Jew York, 1874) rulblitsslr cxjios-,. the impeffcctiJn 
of Indian Hslron^ical knowlwigo and ihefr mothcHk of observation, wliieb lie cUjmakw bv ipioiin.r u,cir nre- 
dicibti of a Mfif iti^teok] of n parfw/ for Febninrt 6, I»GO (p. 36a), ' ” ^ 
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most derout rroraliipper of Bhagarat; who by the wUl of the Ordainer (Bpahm6) ac<iuired 
. , . tlie splendour of royally . . aud also of his younger brother Dhanyavishnu, 

who does him obeisance,'* &c,* 

We here take leave of Gupta dates and find ourselres in the presence of an inscription 
of Toramdna, who seems to hare suceeeded imincdlately to Budha Gupta's kingdom 
in central India. The importance of this momunontal record will be better understood 
when we reach the numismatic sequence and obvious connexion between the two 
princes. 

No, 8, Tramlation qf ati Tn4Ctijifion ooffraoed on ihe neck of the Vardha hmffe or £oar 

Incttrmiion oi NronA 

“ Triumphant is the god wlio, in the likeness of a boar, lifted \ip the earth; who, by 
blows of Ms hard snout, tossed mountains aloft; the uphoMtag pHlar of that vast 
mansion, the iltrce*fold world. 

In the first year that the auspicious Toramdna, Boveroign of great kings, of 
extended fame aud wide spread effulgence, is governing the earth j on the 10th day 
of Flt.4]guna , . a Brahman saint of the illustrious Maitrdyairtya monarchs . . of 

the great king Matrivishnu, who lias departed to elysium, . . the younger brother 

Dhanyavishnu, who did him due obeisance,'’ &e. 

.A’e, 9, itisenption on the Porch of a Temple in ifte Fort of Qtcalior^X 

" He who was oelebmted os 8ri Toramdna . . full of talents innumcrablej who 
subjugated the earth by truth, cliarity, conciliation, Ids army and the like. Unto 
bun of the renowned race was bom a son of unrh*aUed prowe^ named Pashupati, the 
lord of the earth, and the most distinguished of the Solar race . , in the dfte^th 

year of the prosperous reign of the remover of ali suffering, the pre-eminent sovereign 
(lit. Nf^ipabi'iaka^ * the bull of kings &c. 

Before taking leave of the subject of inscriptions, I wish to advert to a series 
of qiiasi-moniimcntal documents for which, I think, too much valtie has been claimed. 
I moan the laud and other royal gnuifs or Sdsanxmis engraved upon copper plates, 
and usually found in the possession of the families of the grantees. 

I must confess that I have as little faith in these metallic title deeds, as the 
** Laws of Manu " seem to have extended to many of their earlier counterparts.§ 


• Jeurn. -i». AW, 1S3S, [i. 634 ; ]S(j], p. 19. 

t -ff. AW. voL % If. ^lS38j, p. 633. Dr. HnU s rcvijKKl rtsndcirkD^ libovci irus piiblish^il 

in the snoh* Jonniftl for 1861, Ik 21. 

t Bibu RAjoDiln Uln'H fcrrioii, Jourtt. Ai. SW. Seng, 1861 , {i. 277 . 

^ Vigiuvnltcyii, clap. II, aect. 240. “ WTioeter falrlSs er a "roynl order.'*—Dr. Boer's 

ediltuti. Prof. Wilson tnmskli^ “ coppcr-plntc gnnu by ilio head of the stato.** 

I Hoe tJiat Mr. Bnmetl shareo ray ilistnifit of thi,^ aperies of (locutnents. Ho romarks: ** Royal graafa ai« by 
fcr llw most im[Kiruui ilmjurarnle for hiatoriaJ purposes thol ojuat in South India, such «i» they at®} but they 
ninat be interpret in tlie genentt^cnl pul with the gneatcat cau^n, cspedally those of the Inter dyoastice, even 
if thrfr nothcnticity bp btynaii suepkion. Unfortninaiely tliere is nsnson tobelScvo that for^crir^ wero oommoii; 
for in tho cumpai-ntivi'ty brkf ELsts of crimes pm>erTod in the DharmaedatTm the penalty of death Is naeigned for 
the forgeritHt of royal gnuitiK"—Jfonw, elmp. IS. v, 232 (UaaghTou's tnosUtion, p. 324), Souift IntHat^Patteo* 
ffraphy, 1S74, p. 76. Sec also Cokbrooko’it tdL II, j(ji. 23C, 232-4, 2<yl, 




THE SAH DYNASTY, ^ 

There is much of the air of manufacture even in those examples the genuineness of 
uhioh we not contest ; but when we find formal repetition upon repetition, the 
same quotations of denunciatory texts recurring time after time, merging almost info the 
similitude of a printed fonn of bequest,” and we arc told by impartial examiners of 
the present day that, in one case, the sign manual of the grantor proves to Iw in the 
writing of some centuries later than tlic forms of the letters of the text* to which be 

is asserted to have afiixed bis signatxvre wdtli his own hand we cannot 

divest oui-selvcs of the suspicion that the dates may have Ijeen just as loosely manipu¬ 
lated as other portions of the documents themselves, especially when it is felt that 
the natural tendency, in such eases, would be to with the view of giving 

meretricious age, authentieitj' and the semblance of perpetuity to the title.t It is true 
tliat this retention and continued use of tlie earlier form of diameter, for the body of the 
text, may merely imply the official recognition of a sort of hlackdetter style of siting in 
the local Patent Office, and that any intentional deception in the matter of the grant 
itself may have been foreign to tlie purpose of the engrossers; while, nevertheless, 
imposing or auspicious dates | may have been/e?f«r/, or possibly old agures may have 
been copied mechamealiy with the standard phniseology from pmvious exemplars, I 
do not propose to enlarge upon the general question of the authenticity of these 
documents at the present moment, as they only contribute incidentally a side view to 
my leading subject ; but it has become necessary to advert to the possible value of this 
species of evidence, as it has been occasionally put lonvard as a conectivc of the true 
period of the Guptas, whose kingdom, in its western provinces, fell to the share of the 
Valabhis, who wdth tlieii' conterminous monai-ehies mainly sujiply the extant series of 
copper-plate grants, from whence these critical dates arc derived. 


• Tliia nUcalatioii or nut* nt tliD coi qf tlie .locaiMut is wort hy of es^pceiat notice. Hio wonk (i« - « Til is 
is the qwa hand of Pm^ntn-ragn.” . .,, “ When the writing of DHs stteslmioa is oom|itired with tli« tedy of the 
gmnt, s veiy considerable dlfToreace is apparent. The genernl style of tlic whole, and the feirns many 
individual letters, present b mneh more modem appearance. Judging from tho chomcler of the writhig nlone by 
Pnasep's BlptiabeL-s it would socra to belong to a iweriod at least threo centorios later than ilm ehameler and 
date of tho grant ilsolf,”—Prof. J, Dowson, Jeiirn. 11. At. .She, N, S. vol. 1. p. 2SS. 

t Prinsep Imd, from the first, felt a diffieiilty in recoDciling the dntos of fhn? {chiga named in tlie Gmnrft 
copper plfttw, remarking that *■ though there were six Suctssaions •' (between the esccutioa of ilio first and third 
Vakhhi grants) “ tlieso most hare been of loss than the ordlnniy duration, for tlie minkter who preiinred the 
inwii in Sr! Dhararena’s reign was Slumda Bkittn ■, whereas the minister who pre-jarwl the present grant is 
named as Mmhm IJila, son of Sknnda Bhatta, 'Phirty or forty years will, ihercfop^ l« tlie probable inlenal 
ooeupSed by the reigus of all (these) princes." But it has been left for Inter d«tT>hereft to discorer tbftt the self- 
ssiae Skanda Bhatta must hare had a tenure of office ksring at least fifty-four yeara j and to eonfcte lhat onr 
new grant shows that be held office tiaiktr Guhfteenn also. If the second tlgi, [n tlio date of <m- graiit Is talien. 
wdth Prof. Bhfmfiirlcar, for 50, the grant is dated in 2m, Kiris«iiieti!ly Skanda BlmUn must have l*ecn at least 
ttnenty years in oBlce. It seems voiy improliahleiiiat a imin sliould best so loijg.”_Dr. iJiihlor, /«rffhH Aniifjwnrt/ 
June 1875, p, 174, ' 

: I prefer, in this preliminary Mage of the miiniry, lo qnqfe Hie ujiptejndicp^t end cafualk-proirntmeft] 
opimon.1 of others who liavo had to comineni, dire^ctly or Indirectly, on the measure nf reHanw that «n Ih; pln»d 
ujion the ‘Mime lalJes " of the werfem »p|«r pktw. General Cimuingham, wiihout contesting the real data there 
documents might supply, exprewra himrelf w foIJow« in regiml to Dr. Bhaii Doji’* Brief Stii^w of Indian 
Chronology &>m. Br, Jt. At, -Sor. vol. Vlll, p. 236), in order «io note the curious anw tti what ho calls 

nettrrtct genealogical table of lha iKdahhi kings supported by elates from copper plates. Jn tlik soiH'tilogv'J 
notke that Dbruvaseoii, who h* doted in 31C, is followod by tit- generations, all of wliieh are mmlo to pasu 
mvray hy 346,» that arwit grnrmtioHtt iiidiKliiig Dhriiva.s;nB, or six without him, ore hem, aiiury, and die lu 
tbirty-a* years, which allows exactly six years to cadi gnacratioo.*'^—Cnnnirtgluini'B I, xxxiv. 
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In conclusion, I wish it to he distinctly understood tlmt myohjecttons do not extend 
to the good faith of royal grants or private eadowmeats for religions purposes, when 
the texts, embodying the terms of the benefaction, are formally iuscrihed on atone in or 
near the building, cave, or other monument in whose cause the grant is made. In 
these cases there mnst have been, a dedicatory formality and an abiding publicity 
which forbids all idea of deception, and hence tltis class of documents, as will be scon 
hereafter, may be w'elcomed as among the most trustworthy data within our reach. 

b .—WamfiN History, 

AVe have now to coliect the passages wherein clmnoe mention of the Guptas is to he 
found in works comjnied in India. AUritten history in its proper sense has rarely been 
attempted in that land, and the materials now available are coahned to the pseudo- 
prophecies of tlie Pmanas, the chance allusions to imperial changes which hud a place 
in the local liistory of the valley of Kashmir, aud the critical investigations of Albirdni, 
which are only raised above tradition by his elabomte exposition of dates aud eras, which 
elucidate the rise and fall of so many dynastic rulers of Hind. 

The Vishnu-Purdna, 

•'In ifagadha, a sovereign named Viswasphatika will establish other tribes: 
be will extirpate the Kshattriya (or martial) race, and elevate fishermeu (Kaivarta), 
barbarians (Yadus and Pulindds), and BraUmans (aud other castes) to pow'er.*' " The 
nine Ndgas will reign in Padmavati, Kdntipuri and Mathunl; aud the Guptas of 
Jlagadha along the Gauges to Prayi'iga,” The Vayu-Purina has another series 
analogous to Ibat of the (VisUiin-Purann) text, " The nine Niika kings will possess 
the city Cliampdvatt; and the seven Ktigas (?), the pleasant city of Matlmni, Princes of 
the Gupta race null possess all these countries, the banks of tiie Ganges to Frayuga, 
and Sfiketa, and AlAgadliii (the Magadhas).” Fiofessor AVilson adds, " This account m 
the most explicit, and probably the most accimdo of all. The Ndkas were R^jas of 
BhogulpGr; the NAgas of Arathurd*; and the mtenuediate countries along tbc (Janges 
were governed by the Guptaa (or Hajasof the A'^al^ya caste).t 

The Sdjo Taraiigini, 

The Baja Tarangiai, which lias more protons ions to systematic history than most 
works of its class, is a compilation from various authorities, arranged by Kalhnna Pandit, 
in Saka 1070=A.D, 1148. 

Tliough taking an avoivediy provuieial view of the annals of Easlimir, it con¬ 
tributes incidentally several suggestive combinatiaas with the la^er margin of ludian 


* JoHru. At, Sor. 1B65, pp. 116, I IT. oIm JauMH. A*. Soc. Btriff, 1337, pp. 10, IS, 17 | and 

Wilfonl, Atintte Jittfarrhet, Tot. IX. pp^ 114, 11^. Wilfoixl sivfi, “thoD eame n dji’ansty of nine kipg<t, called tbn 
nine KajjAc, or Njikas. Tlwtc were an obsenre tribe, called for thit reason, Guftitt-euntas t tliere wenj gin/} 
fmailies of ihetn, ivlso ruled inik-pemleiit of well crtliw, over vniious ilititrictis In AnrtgnojnmJineli u FAdmirBii 
[CbnmpdvBti], KAnlipitri, Majpnlbn, Pmyagu, x^e<A, Bttd Bf-nurc*.’’ 

t 'The Viah^iJ-Fnri^f* ejsjwwcly sa.v-s ‘‘CrnpiJi and Dasn itro li*« lliteil for thv» nanieA of Vninyiu} and 
^fidnnt.'’’ Wilson'* l’7thfH-Ptirdmii, editwl hy Dr, FlUfultvat-il flill, vol, IV. p, 213 • Quarto oiiit.. Oriental 
Tnn^larion F»n *, book IV., «ip. jesiv, p. 470. 
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imperial politics. It gives us* in the most complete form, we arc able to cite, a notice 
of tlie dominant Scythic brotherhood, which extended its sway to llathui'd on the one 
side, and to BliSwalpiir on the other, before the Gupta rule; regarding wliieU, if the 
chronicle is wholly silent* it furnishes suggestive indications of the extinction of their 
pou’ci*, in the accession of a Toramdna* should tills joint king of the Kaslnnir Chronicle 
eventually prove to be identical with the mounrch named in the inscriptions at Bran and 
Gwdlior given in abstract* pp. 5-6 ante. 

After enumerating the reigns of (1) A;soka, (2) Jaloka (s. f.)* and (3) D^odlinm* 
the chronicle continues :— 

” Damodhara was succeeded by three princes who divided the country, mid sevemlly 
founded capital cities named after themselves. These princes were called Hushka, 
■Toslika, and Kanishka,* of Turushkn or Tatar extraction. . . , They arc considered 
synchronous, but may possibly be aU that are preserved of some series of Tatar princes 
who, it is very likely* at vaiious periods, established themselves in Kashmir.”! 

** Sreshtasena also called Pravarasena reigned 30 years and left his kingdom to 
his two sons Miraiiya and Toramdna ; the former holding the superior station of the 
Sdmr^jtfa^ and the latter tliat of the Tmpardjffffi or being respectively Emperor and 
Ccesar, a division of powa* of considerable antiquity amongst tbc Hindus. .... Tlte 
latter having procecdeil to strike coins (dtudrs) in his own name, the elder brother (the 
Sf/mn^a) took offence at the measure, and dcpiKed the Ytward/a and kept him in 
close confinement. .... Toramiina died in captivity. The ruler of Ujain at 
that time was Sriman Harsha Vikramdditya, who after expelling the Hlechchhas and 
destroying the $akas, had established his power and influence throughout India. In 
his train was a Brahman named ildtri-gupta to whom he was much attached; upon 
hearing of the vacant situation of Uie Kashmir throne* he recommended Mdtri-gupta 
for election, who was accepted by the nohle.s as their king.** 

Albii'thtL 

A maiked contrast will he detected between the vague utterances and confined 
purpose of the Hindu Fandit ami the critical efforts at precision and eomiirebensive 
range of inquiiy of the Muslim mathemetidan.J trained in the old nul«s of Aiy’anism, 


* AbiilfuaLl Siy& *■ brolborB,’^ TniiisiliitiDii, ]i. Ill* 

General Catmuightim cTOHaideni ibnt ha lia-s in iilcntiryjag all llie three CApitaht the dtea of wbldi 

are jdiiced within the limiifl of the vaJky cf EiLi^ljiiiir, /jr., 

** KamsMu-pum (Kaniklipur) bod. Kioipur, is 10 miles SL of SiriDpgnr, knoirn w Kdtnpiir Samh 
“ the iif lliuen Th>niig—tlit? Ut^hkiir of AlhMiii^now sHrYJTuig in Ibfi* vUlngo 

of f 2 S.E. of Barahtoitlo. 

**J‘Ns^ha^pHra h* MleatiSed by tho BrnlmLiuLs wiili ^ukra or Ziikiir, a oonsidcnble tilliige 4 milna K. of the 
oapilalt iW Schremh of Trojer anil Wilsoa .”—Aucirtti Gt&^raph^ of iMdia, Landonf IfTl^ 

t Prof* U. IL WlKohj “ Aa oo the Buiiltj of ifaffimir^” voL XY, 23. 

Sec also Tivycr'ft HLstoiri' Roib dii Kachinitt ^ol. II. p. 19, Seo also iTioMoa-Th-jiii"p Pitris, 185S, vek fj, 
pp* 42, 106^ 

X Iniheprojiier Offtler of dniett j-UblHtoi prTOJtk^ the anthor of the Bdja I have ptoeed ittm Imt 

ia the prescat triune nn giving the fuUctft diimnrnty of date^ dheI events and as more tUreetljr associated with 
tra^lilion, which siagiilarly supports some of hh most contei^teil slatcmczhts* 

[(;] 
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wlio cam€ in the suite of tiio great jMahmdd of Ghazni/ not to participate in the 
devastating pluncler of the conqueror, hut to investtgate the science and learning of the 
land, a task for which he vtm emmeti% fitted hy his previous studies, and into wlucli 
ho entered with a philosophical oamestne^ altogether foieigu to the rough assodations 
aroTiiid him. The result, eordi^sedly imperfect, has been emlx>clied in his Tirlkh-i-IIind, 
from which the foUo^ing epitome of the serial dates culminating in the Gupta era has 
hecn extracted. 

** On emploie ordinaircniont les &res de SrI*Harclia, de \ ikranidditya, de Saca, de 
Ballaha, et des Gouptas* . . de Tiknimriditya est employee dans les provine^ 

m 6 ridionale 3 et occidcntalcs do Flnde. . , L*irc de Saca, nomm£e par les Indiens " Saca- 
kiila/ est post^ricuro h eelle de Vilwramfiditya de 135 ans. Saca est Ic nom tl’iin prinee 
qui a legnd sur les contras situdes entre I'Indus et la mer, Sa lesideaec dtait placfe 


• Abu ItMc &in Ahmud U Binhii at Khmirhmi waa born ftbowt AM, 360^ A.D. ffTO-l. He 

Ttffc ail ftrtl logicifliiii iicwler ijrUicli bitter clsiiii be obtaiii^il Ui^-" sobriquot of 

AlnkaAkiA or liie cxiiei,“ oa account of tbe rijforOH-^ pr^ihion of hh dedticiioiU, Abu-l FazJ Ibiilutkl, wlio 
Jived alHjat Jiidf ji century IMda to? bejomi comparbou aupetior to erciy ffloii of 

hh time in tlie art of compoBitioDj In Ecliolurdiko accompligbuieiits, m^d in fcaowled^o of geometiy and philoiiapbj* 
He liadt * niost regurd for tmtliand IbiEliiElu-d din, in referring to tbo great imtcr from 

wbom he befmwed a* mucU, *«Tbo Mneter ^tbii ifrWn *1 BLrAni dcdletl dJ bi^ conlempormieft in Uie 
ftdericeM of pliilosophj> njaUiomaticg, and geometry* He entered Uui ^rvico of IMuLmud bin Siibuktlgm^ iiud In 
tbe coui^ of bis servioo bo fl|ient a long time in Ilinduatnii, and loomed tlio JAngD4ige of ibe conutfy. Several of 
tJio pTOiinowi of Indie were bj bim. He was on friendly terms ivitli many of the gtonl and noblo of ihat 

COimlrVf ami «? ae<itiired iiii intlnuvte kuowledgo of Oicir bcxikfl of pbllosopby^ religion^ and bolicl The be^t and 
me^texcidlent of nil their books upon the nfte JUid acknoq^ is one te&otnbling the work of Sbnikb Bah Abfs "AIS 
Ibn SuiA (Jefrrujta), It ti callfKl BAtakul^ or in Arnbic Batajal £ tbiii liook ho trauslAted Into Arabic. From 
tills work also bo extracted n groat tleul which he nmde mo of in his Xibiiin-1 MnaMdlt a work upon matbenuilies 
and geometry, iiojncd after the SaUan ^Wuil. All tlmt the a«igCa of India have said about uranbers, ages, and 
ents km Iseen exaelly given hj MMn in hts tran«klion of the mtaJcslp He was indobted to the 

Snlt^ of Kliwartiin for the opportnnily of viHiting India, for he appointed by hiin to DOcompany tlio 
ecnbwlefl which be sent to Mahniud of Gbaxiii. Al Farabi and Abd-l Ebeir joined one of ihe$e entbiiAsiee, but 
the fkiuons ArirctOfUj who was Invited to nccotnjHuiy them, refieicd to go, belug, m 1% is hiideilp averse to enter 
into tontraTer&j with Abd RiliAiit with whom be ilifrers?(l on nmny points of aebnee, and whose kgical powers ho 
feared to enco^itcr* On ibe inTiiation of Mahmud^ j-ttw entered into hi-t service, an invitstjon which 

Aricettna declined. It wew in the ouite of Mahmud and of hw son Mns'ud that A6u liihAn travdkHi into India 
and be le rcport^l to haye staid forty yean* there. He died in AH* 430^ A,D, 1038-0. He wrote nuuiy works. 
Mild is BAid to liavo ciectitoil several tmn slatioits from the Greek, ami epitcmiHed the Almsge^t of Ftolemy. His 
work.^ aro stated to have exceoiled e c^el-loodt iiisomndi thet H was suppoeoil by detoui Miihammaibea that he 
received divine aiil in bis eotnpositiom^. Those most spoken of ore asLronomlciil tables, a treatise pn prceiotu 
stoned one on Mntorhi kledico^ an lutroduction lo astrology, a treatiso on chronology, and the fomoiis Kdniiui- 
hlas'udi, an mitronomicai and geographical work freiiuentSy oiled by Abu-1 Fidd, especinlly in hi* tables of 
latitudes and longitudes.*' (Sif lb HUiofa Historijuis of Indk*) Sir IT* UawliEtson, in u late number of the 
u Quarterly Eeview,” observes: A^u ItihnH wna the only eaiTy Arab writer who iovestigated the antlttnities 
of the oast in n trua spirit of historical oritirism,** anil he piweeds to give aome examples of his knowledge of 
ancient toeluiicnl chronology which nre cf the highest imponance in estabUshing the enrly eivilixation of ihe 
Aryan roco. Abii Eibin clectnree that ^Ulie solar cakiwlor of bis native provincOi KhwAriren, wm the most 
perfect iwhcmc for measuring time with wbleli he wits aci|paiiilodf and It wtu laaintnlocd by the astronomers of 
that country; diat both the solar nnd the binar ZchIUcs had Priginnted with them | the dlvirions of the rigns in 
their syatomi being far more regular than tho^ udepted by the Greeks or Arub?^ Another statement ef 

asserts ihat the JOiwiriwmjins dated ori^nallj from an epoch anterior by D80 ycorg to the om of the 
Scloiicidm (equal to B*C. 1304), a date which agrees proWy aconrately with the pcriotl assigned by omr best 
acbolu^ to the invention of ibes Jyotisha or litdiac caltiDthir*'^ Thtmgh I nm bound to add that tbe authentlcky 
of the latter text is by no moninj unqncstlened. 


t 
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au centi'c de retp^pirCj dcuia la contr^e nommSa AryaraEtba. Lea TndtP iTis le font naitie 
dous uno dasso autre quo celle dcs Sakya; quelqueS'Uns pi^tondciit qu*il dtait 8oudra 
ct originaire de la ville do Mansoum; ily eu a mSmo qui disent qu*0 n'diait pas dc 
race indienno* ot qu’i] tinutfion ongiue dcs rdgioiis ocddcntales. Les peuplea euront 
beaucoup A souffidr do son despotifiinc, jusqu’^ co qu’il leitt vint du secours de rOrieat. 
Tikramaditya imrcha centre Uu, mit aon armee en ddroutc, ct le tna sur lo temtoire 
de Korour, situd outre Moultan ct le cliAteau de Louny. Cette dpoquo deyint cdlAbre* 
A cause de la joie quo les peuplcs ressentirent de la mort de Saca^ el on la ohoisit pour 
fere principalement cbez les astronomes. 

** Ballabaj qui a donnd aussi son uom a unc fere, fetait prince de la ville de EaUaba, 
au midi de ^Inbalouara, A environ trente ffodjafMS de distance* L’fere de Ballaba est 
postferieure A celle dc Saca de 211 ana. Pour s’on servir, on pose Tfere do Saca, et 
I’on cn fete A la fois le cube de G (21G) et lo carrd do 5 (25)* Ce qui rcste est Tfere de 
Ballaba. II sera question do cette fere en son lien. Quant au Goupta-kfik (fere des 
Gouptas), on enteud |>a£ Ic mot des gens qui, dit«on, fetaient mfecbairts ct 

puissants; td I’fero qui porto lour nem est Vfepoque de lour exteiminaiion. Apparem- 
meat, Ballaba suivit immfediatement Ics Gouptas; car Tfere des Gouptas commence 
aussi Tan 241 de I'fei'o de Saca. L’fero des astronomes commence Tan 687 de Tfero dc 
Saca. Cost A cette fere qu’ont 6td rapportfees les tables Kan da KliAiakat dc Brabma 
goupta. . Get omTage porte cbez nous le titre de B’aprfes eeb, en s^en tenant 

A Tan 400 do Tfere de Tezderdjed, on se trouve sous I’annfee 1488 de i'ferc de Sri- 
Hai'scba, I'an 1088 do Tfero dc Yikiumaditya, Tan 963 dc rferc dc Saca, Pan 712 de 
rfere de Ballaba ct oellc des Gouptas. . » . 

“ DejA je me suis excusd sni Pimperfcction de ce qm (lit ici, et j’ai averti que 
l(^s rdsultats que jc pi^sentc of&aient quelquc incertitude, vu les nonibrcs qui oxcMent 
celui de tjcnt,”* —Journal Asiaiique, kno sferic, tom. ir. (1844). 

M. Eetiiaud’a transbition berc quoted was based, upon a confessedly imperfect 
copy of tbc then unique but faulty Constontinoplo MS. of the TArlkli-i-Hind, It 
has frequently been called in quEstioa by those Indian commentators to wJiom its 
data camo as a revelation from within. As I bad to a certain extent accepted 
tbe value and importance of tbe information it conveyed, I sought the earliest 
opportunity of confirming or correcting its terms by tbe text of the new and more 
perfect manuscript of M. Schefer, which has been entrusted to Profijssor Saebau 
to aid bis grand undertaking of a corpus of the works of Alhirfeni; the most 
important sections of which are about to be pubbshed under tlie joint auspices of the 
Loudon Oriental Translation Fund and the German Text Society. 


* AlbtrCiiT, ID CDiotlier part of bis work, attribntCB niaitj of tlio eoraplicoUons niul obsonriiioa imported into 
IndlaD teztH, I0 ttie prevniiing iicdiieiDg crerjh'lliLiig into verso, for ibe Eoko of tbe obriom 

leerning bf heart, eo ofeea to tbe entire detriment of the ecdec of tbe origiiialj he addei'* J’ni reconiui, A mcB 
dtipena, rinpouT^iUent do cet luago.”—Rcinaud Mam. Bur Undo, p. Md, Perliapa one of the most inatruedTo 
expoatioQ.^ of ibo gindations of tbe preetts, under which the Indian art of tucmoiy was farced and tDntiin>d, is to 
be found in PiofesBot Haeg'a paper, presented to theOrientat CongresB of Londoa in 1874, from trbieb 1 taka tbe 
followitig fixtracta:— 

*»l!he V<da is tbc o&Iy Bficred coda that lies beea banded clown to postertty solelj by and traditioQ, 
which has romaiaed, e?eii up to the present day, the only JogitUnate way of trabBOiitting tbe ancient diriae 
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il. Sacbau has kindly sent me the subjoined list of variants from M. Eeinaud^s 
printed Arabic textj* but imturally prefers to await a fijml revision of the whole ii ork, 
a larger acquaintance with Albitiini^s style, and a consideration of the combined 
difficulty of this portion of the text, ynth. the intricacies of Indian mathematical 
caleulationa before committing himself to any revised translation, such as I desired 
to have substituted for the French version now quoted/^ 


c.—T radition* 

There remains, under this section of our inquiry, the single avowed dole of iradtHm 
the odd comers of the land have preserved intact, to support much that wus previously 


knowlctl^^ ifi Oie fiimpo g£meniticni& of lirfilinionf. The wonikrfiil nIbIc! af coirectiies* m which tlic aueieui; 
Vrdic tpxtj luiTB teiicbed mt Umo wiy well eieite ottr AilniinitieD, pnnci^HVt if we bear in miad, tlmt tiiLs is 
exclusively owing to orol teflclilrt^gi nud nol to Ote use of 2^1 SS. AJthougU tbo Urnlitnnn^ nre At pre^ut in iZio 
possession of MSS. of their sacrE*d bookj^ ihey m never need for Ita^tlrtiction. Tho Brakcmin boy hus iq nequire 
all knowledge of ^cml text» froin ih^t montli of a competent and properly qitalidid leaelier, but never from a 
MS. For aceortlln^ to BrabmaJiical nations, wbieb ore slIU cutrcjit, ihnt Vedu only which is id the mouth of 
the Brahmons lo the ime Fee/a ; nil kiwvrhslge of U thut btui been aiiquimt from MSS, k no longer regarded mi 
Vrda. The u^e of them ia ooly permitto^l io tho way of ns^ijBliiig the memory, after the oral za.^tniet!oo Ua,s been 
coiupietcd. In forroor times the aid o^oriteO bj MSS. coakl be niOTti reaebiy dispeni^ witb^ orai instnictiou 
tO(dc alK)iit thirty yenfH| whorens it h now reduced to about hnlf the time,. In onier to prevent thotio who luul 
learnt tlso Vfda from the iiKiulIi of the tofidter from ever forgetting what they hcwl committed to memorj> it wna 
mado incuinboDl on thoiii to cencniiiniena! bu^Q^i■ their death their sacred kpowletlge to qualified pensone* By 
ench nicanB h hM been roally bremght ahont that the Vedic texts, that is, tlie BrAhmanast Upfinhhadtj 

a&d rest m firmly In tho Ut^bs of the psofei^oiifil V«i,iea, the screuiled tliat if ah the MSS. 

should be coUectod ami destroyed, they oonid bo reKtoretl in, the. wry won Is, even to caoh single letter and aeoent, 
from tneoiDry, a* 1 was often jist?Uie<t by tnisjtwqrthy Brahinans during my yeant' ?tay in the 
coanlry. Hence one might juilly attribute to texta obtAined from n body of renowoi] Veilici^ bolh id the SiXnMtd 
and Fkiilfi formn, at least ihc same ilogree of accuracy and antboriiy wbieb is ascribed to an edition prepared 
from a juimber of iholK^t MSS.j for nil renlfy good MSS- have not been copied by tho/a# from othet^ 
but wriiton from memory j errors which may be detected In MSS* are geuemHy not corrected by consultlog other 
capk>!S hut oa the ciiitliority of ibe living IriuiLtioU;, vki, one of the Bhaffmt ijince uny Vedic text which is written 
i$ Dovor looked upon with the sxiuq degree of tonfidenoo that h attached to ond traditiou. • • • t once 
bail occtisiou to converse with n large nuniber of who am the legitimate preservers of Vodie tciLs j they 

tolil me, to my soq^risn, that the uadei^toudiDg of the texts they were in tho habit of reciting was regardiKt os 
prltK'lly useless and waa couseqoeiitly wholly diaregaixled* They Icnm the by heart for practical purpos&zr, 

only to recite them at tho ^ciiJacc^, or before private individiuhi of ihe Bnahman caste who tuay wish to hear 
litem for tUesr welfaw* 

** Although this opinioa ^eems to have prevailed -with the profiL^fonal redters funoDg the BrabmoDi, it vtm 
fortniwiiely Dot hUired hj the more intciligcBt And inquisitive member? of their caste, who looked u^joti tho Bhaf tas 
MS a kind of beaiib* of hurden, carrying loaiiri wltJiont knowing their outartp 


* UciDalld’s H?iL 

ScUfififr fol. 108.9). 

HemaiuE's lojtt. Sdiofer (SIS. fol. 108-.9). 

p. 12ft, ]. 5. 


1 « « 1 ■ 

p. 129, ]. H. 



128,1. 8. 



p. 129,1 14. 


^ ‘ 

p, 128, i 11. 

XLLJ^ 

* * J # .t -jjil 

^ 130,1. 1, 

Id's* 

* p * 4 f^Ki 

p. 12S, 1. 16. 


» « « » 

p, 130, J. 2, 


* p p 

p. 128, L 30, 


ir it 

■ * * * 

p, 130, L 8. 



p. 129,1, 


* ■ * « 

p. 130,1. 8. 

91-4 

» * * - op4 

p. 129.1. 8, 


. * P . 

p. 130,1. 9. 
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in-econcilealile m the statements of Alhirilud. The tradition may he imperfect* as 
such old-world tales are liable to become, but there is an instructive confirmation of 
one obscure portion of the earlier history given by the Mubammadan inquirer, and 
a clear explanation of tbe causes of the local transfer of power, combined with an 
imjiortant reference to the conTcntional Imperial delegation of authority to a son, as 
well as an indication of the length of the reigns of two kings, to be found iwwhere 
else; and to complete the tale, we trace in its details n fully reasonable accoitl with the 
more precise data furnished independently by inscriptions and coins. 

“ The bai“ds relate that Tald EiilA, son of T(i]A ‘VYarsingji, reigned in Jnniigadh and 
Yanthali. . . , Efima Edj^ was of the Vii]d race. It is said in Saurashtm that, 

prOTious to the rise of the kin^om of Junagadh-Vantbali, Valabhinagar was the capital 
of Gujardt. The rise of Valabhi is thus told by the bards. ' The Gupta kings reigned 
lietween the Ganges and Jamnd rivers. One of these kings sent his son Jvumara-pal 
Gupta to conquer SaurdsUtra, and placed his viceroy ClmkrapAnv, son of Prdndat, one of 
his Amirs, to reign as provincial governor in tbe city of 'Wamatiastliah (tbe modem 
Wanthall). Kumara-pdl now returned to his father’s kingdom. His father reigned 
twentr-three yeaj'S after the conquest of Saurwshtra and then died, and Kumaxa-p*da 
ascendetl the throne. KumAra-pdl Gupta reigned twenty years and then died, and was suc¬ 
ceeded by Skanda Gupta, but this king was of weak intellect. His seiidpaiit Bhattaraka, 
who nns of tlve Gchlotf race, taking a strong army, came into Saurdshtra, and made his 
rule firm there. Two years after tliis Skanda Gupta dicfl. The sendptid now assumed the 
title of King of Saiu-dsUtra, and, !m\Tng placed a governor at ‘Wdiminasthali, founded the 
city of Valabhinagar, At this time the Gupta race were dethroned hy foreign mvadei's.'’t 


• PfoRsaKtr Ima eritiriiwil wrtaiu Uenis nf lit is tradition la tlie folloivbg terma* 

“ Blit the tfatlilbn itself, tliongh intdrcsliag m giTihg ihi> tmlb <ji'iit.Tnll,v, oaujiDt bo wuBitlercd b be true ijs 
tUc pnriiculara. For, in the fiwt pUt», it maktss Chukraiiivi tbe non of Prandai, wUc js ccilatiily tlip CliakrflpililA sou 
of Parpadattii of tlw Jiiiia^b inscription (/owru. Br.It. voL VII. pp. JS2, I23,<w/n*rt p. 4), viceroj' 

of the father of Kuraiira Gupta, imd gnHidfother of Skniida Gupta, wrltni^ ihc inscriptUm represent Parriaduttn ds 
S knntln Gti[ita's vicdPOj-, ami aiokropaliia as Eovwnor of a oertniti Un™, npjxiliiUid to that plate by hbsottn fatliot. 
Afpiln, Skanda Gupta is tepresonted as a wwk kine in the tradition t while hU Insoription*, IboiigU 

they are, do show that ho reniat Iinve been n powerful aionaruh. I^tly, Bbnfiirkn is nienliontd as having asfluuiftj 
the title of King, white the Vnluhhi copper plates speak of Iiiui as Sentljiati, and represent Propa Sinhi^ hte 
MCDud son, to have first nsaDmed that title. {JoHrn. At, I'Soc, toI, IV., Sfr, Walhcn and an iiupiihlteiitHl 

groat of GuliaseiiaJ. Thu tmdition. therefore, m uot entitled to any rcliatieo as regunls the prtkulnJV. ft simply 
gives tJiS what was known before, that tlie Talabbis jiuccpcded thu Guptas.*’ —jTtdian Atiliiptitrif, Tol, lil. (1874), 


gives 
p. 303. 


i Majnr J. W. Watson, Legends of Janfignijib, Itttiian A^tignaTt/, (Sov. 1873,) voJ. II., p. 313, 
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d.—Conrs. 

As fitly mtrodnctory to the Gupta ^old coinage, T prefix a spccimim prototype iii 
the rare and little known coins of the IhdO'Scythian king Vosudeva, whose rwTne or title 
figures GO promiuerttly in the Mathurd mscriptions. 

Ajs the general range of the dates and localities of the Indo-Scythian inscriptiozis axe 
calculated to throw important light upon the history of the period, and hare a special 
bearing upon the distrihution of the contemporary Baktrian and Indian PdU alphabets, 
I annex a rdsnmd of these documents lately prepared for my publication on “ Ancient 
Indian IVeights.*’* 


Indo-Sc^ihian Imcripfions (in the Iiido~PdU Afjthahefj. 

At Mathurd. —^KANisaKA, Mahdrdja Manishka. Sdmmt 9, 

HuTiSHELiV, Mahdrdja Bevaputra HuoieA&a, Hemanta, S. 39. 

Muhdrdja lUjATittAjA De vapuxba. Mtunthha. Gnshma, 
^.47. 

Mahdrdjft ilutfwfAirt. Hemanta, S. -48, 

YAsuubta. Mahdrdjn Hdjdttrdjn BevaputRA Fdstt(deva), Varsha, 

S. 4rk 

3IuMrdJa Fdtndeca. GTishina, S. 83, 

Muhdrdjft Hdjalirdjat Sjiliu, T*dmd$ta. Hemanta, S- 87- 
Jldja VdtndeGa, Vai’sha, S, 98. 

Indo^Scythmn Itmt'iption9 {in ifte Bahtrian-^J^Mi Alphahety 

In othef loeulUies. —-Blidwalpfir. Maharaja Majadirttja Devaphtra Kanishka. 

Samvat 11, on the 28tli of the (Greek) mmit h 
of Bsesius.t 

Manikyiila Tope. Maharaja Xfffi69AA-«,GTJSBAXA va$a aammrdhaka, 

Increaser of the dominion of the Gktshans ’* 
(Knshans), SumvtU 18. 

IVardak Vase. Maharaja rajaiiraja Miiveihika, Sammt 51, 

loth of Artemisius. 

In. addition to these Baktrian-Pdli mscriptions, we luive a record in the KJime 
alphabet, of a king called Moga (Moa P), on a copper plate from Thxila, wherein the 
Satrap Liako Kmuhtko (Kozola?) speaks of the 78th year of the “ great king, the great 
Mogaj' on the 5th of the month of Paueeraus ; and an inscription from Takht-i-Babi of 
King Gondophares, dated in his 20th year, with a eorresponding entry of the month of 
Vai§llkh, SamTat lOB.t 


* *' Ancient Indian Weights.” The introductoi^ ehnpter of MursdeD's On>«to/«i, Trubner, IBTA 

t The opening line of the Zeds jnBcnpUon of Sonivet 11, wilh the InOian montli ^ AMifAa, cwi only he 
(loubtfolly sMOcinled with the two lines of anmll writing below it, in which the natne of Kanishk* in found. 
P nnniTig1iJiiw *n ArcA, Utr/?. ToJ* V* Pl 57. 

t JoifFB, JJ. At. ToJ. VII, N. S. p, STTj Ctmiiinghain, Arrk ifep. toU V, p, 59, 
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It would contribute very material aid towank the reoonstniciiou of the general 
chronology of ludui if we could determine the era to which these inscription dates refer; 
it is clear that many of them are mere regnal dates, but as some of them run up as high 
as 98, this alone puts them beyond any such confined system of redtoning, and even 
outside the probable duration of the combined reigns of the t hr ee brothers, “ Huahha, 
Jushka and Kauiakka of the Kashmir clu'Onieles. 

The next point we hare to consider is the nature of the inscriptions themselves, as a 
rule they are not royal manifestoes, but records of the piety, in gifts or endowments, of 
private individuals, and as such would primarily refer to some well established and 
generally recognised era, TVliat was that era ? YifcramSdttya (57 H,C,) would place the 
documents too early ; ^ka (79 A.D * * * § ) too late. I have recently suggested the claims of 
the Beleucidaii era (Ist September, B,C. 3M), aUowiug for the omissbn of the current 
figure for hundreds, wliich is now discovered to have been the practice adopted by tlie 
Baktrion Greeks. 

As the simplest way of stating my views, under tiie latter aspect, I quote in its 
integrity a letter I lately addressed to The Academr/,*" which has already attraeteil 
much attention among Nuinismatists.+ 

JBaktrim Coins and Indimi JOaies, 


“ Decemljcr 16,1874. 

“ Those of your readers who concern themselves with the vexed question of Indian 
dates may be interested to learn that evidence of some importance, in, that direction, has 
recently Ijcen obtained from the coins of the Baktrian Greeks. Since Bayer’s premature 
attempt to interpret a jVCnt-monoginin on a piece of Eukratides as 10S,J Kumismatists 
have not lost sight of the possible discrimination of dates as opposed to Muit’inarks on 
the surfaces of these issues. § 

" In 1858 I published, in my edition of Prinsep’s mi. Indian AiUiqmlies, a 

notice of the detached letters Of aa oocmting on a coin of Eukratides (No. 3, p. 184, 
vol. II.) and Or as found on the money of Helioklcs (No. 1, p. 182), which letters would 
severally represent the figures 73 and 83; but these numbers were apparently too low 
to afford any satisfactory elucidation in their application as dynastic dates. 

" On a chance visit to the British Museum, a short time ago, Mr, Percy Gardner -iras 
so obliging as to show me all the latest acquisitions of Baktrian coins, and among them 
a specimen of Holiokles with the full fcrUiteral date, after the mamier of the Syrian 
mints, of Prif or 183, |[ wliich, when testetl by the Seloucidan era (311-183), brings bis 
reign under the convenient date of B.C. 128, and authorises us to use the abbreviated 
figures, under the some terms, aa Or=73for 173 Sel,=13S B.C, for Eukratides, and 

* MtinilAj^ Mill MiiFclii A*D. TS^ J style. 

f iVWiffl. €kr&n* 1875f p, 5; Agm Arcliii!G3Q|;ieftl Socktj, Adiiiial 1875^ 

J Graeeartm Bsfftnam. Si- Feterabtirg, 1788^ p, 44. 

§ H. H. Wilaoiip AriaHa Aniiqua^ pp. 235> 238- A* Cimniii^hiuii, ATumUmalic CAronic/e^ yoJ, IX* 

N. S. p. 2m 

U Hie unique coin of Fkito ktelj purebn^ hy th^ Brlckli Museiun, whicb la do^cjj m i\s 

obrerso dovicc witb t]i« of Eakmtides, is sUo daied, upparyuHjp PMZ = I4T or 164 A full 

dcscrlpticui, with im UliiitnLiive woodcat of ibis coio^ bus ditee bcoa publkh«d bj Mr. Yaux in the Numi^maih 
Chreukh for 1875, pu 6, 
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tlic repeated nr=83 for 183 Sel.— 128 for HeUokles, a date irliicli is fiu'tlier supported 
by the appeaituaco of the exceptionally combined open monogram (HA), or 81 for 
181=130 E.C. on Ms other pieces, 

** In addition to the value of these data as fixing definitivelyt though within fairly 
anticipated limits, the epochs of these prominent Bahtrian Mngs^ the conTcntional use 
of the ahhreriatcd definition introduces us at once to local customs, to which the Greeks 
so readily lent themselTes, in their adoption of the meOiod of reckoning hy the Indian 
Zoka Kdlti^* whicli simplified the expression of dates, as we do now, in the cirUised 
year of our Lord, when we write 74 for 1874. 

** The domestication of tlie Selcueidan era and its incorporation of Indian nictliods 
of csaleulation, leads on to the consideration of how long tMs exotic system of compu¬ 
tation maintained its ground in Upper India, and bow much influence it exerted upon 
the chronological records of succeeding dynasties. I have long been under the impres¬ 
sion that this influence was more widespread and abiding than my follow nntiquariaus 
have been ready to admit,t hut I am now prepared to carry iny inferences into new'er 
channels, and to suggest, as a commencemeut, tliat the ludo-Scythian ^ Kanislika* 
kings continued to use the Selcueidan era, even as they retained the minor sub-divisions 
of the Greek months which formed an essential part of its system ■ and under this iiiew' 
to propose that we should treat the emtire range of dates of the ♦Uushka, Jushka, and 
Knmslikn’ fomflff of the Rdjn Tarangiuf,J which their inscriptions expand from 
ix, to xcviu,§, as pertaining to the fourtli century of the Selcucidau era, an arrangement 
which will hring them into concert with our reekouing from 2 B.C. to 87 A.D. A 
scheme whieli would moreover provide for their full possession of power up to the 
ertwiot * Saka * date of 7S-71) A.D,, and allow for the eontinuaucc of certain local reigns 
ns claimed by their subordinate public epigraphs. 

‘*The 8akn era, with its Indian months as recorded in the Gupta inscriptions, || 
belongs to a new order of things, but this much may lie added in conclusion, that the 
earliest epigrapli of Chandra Gupta, the fifth of that race, tinted* in 82 ^ka, or 
101 A.D.j leaves a satisfactory margin for the heroic efforts and. successful conquests of 
the second Yikram^ditya (of Albirunrs legends) and his immediate suceessoi's.'* 

I have no wish to press those suggestions for more than they are wortli, or to 
precipitate a decision in their favour j hut in addition to the incorporation of the 
Macctlouiau months in the Baktrian-Wili inscriptions, which clearly, in their higher 
numbers, follow an identical era. with the MatUurd dedicatory epigraphs cotiched in the 
Indian FdU alphabet, there arc many other evidences of the spread and continued use 


* Atliiriihi, writing in ioilm Lii 1031 A.H.tWlts tis, L« vtilgnirtt, lTatli‘, eomjae p«r nievlci^cl Ie« slbclea 
sc plachUi Tun »prvs I'hutiv, Oti ap)*<dlc ccln le SNimvAtsnra dn ccul. Qiiniid tin <«iit o« [c et 

l\iti on comiiiaico itn hutre. On uppcllu cck LoLh-kdln, compnt du pcupic."—(RincAud’s TninsInlioD, 

.'IwiAtj, Furi!*, 1645.) 

•f Joiirn. It, Am, vd. XU. p. 41 j Journ, A». Soe. Stnp. 1635, p. 563, and JS72, p. 173 ; Prliwop's 
Etiajfs, vol. II. p. 86 ; Joarniii .dwaf/ywr, 1863, p. 388. 

J P. to, *npra. 

§ Jfiurn, IL As. ,Siir. vd. V. X.S. 122. *• Ancient Indian WeigUte,'" 1874, p. 46. Gcdeial Cimning- 
liam’a Arrll. ifiT*. vol. III. p. 29. (lieproiluced obeve, p. 16.) 

H rrinsep’s rol. I. p. 231 et Mtq. 
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of tiic Seleiicidan system of Uatbg',* Ti llich Ti'ould liavo tended to commend it to the 
less enlightened occupying Scythians who succeeded to outlying sections of the dominions 
of the Baktriau Greeks in India. 

The Indo-Scytliian inscriptions extant at Mathura arc not dated in nionih$j hut in 
the old triple seasons, Grinkmat Ydrsha, and Memantaf like so many of the ancient 
writings in the caves of Western India,t and it is a suggesUre fact, as liearing upon 
the omission or non-spccidcation of the huadred^j tliat none of the Indo-Scythian 
iuserlptions at IMathura run into three figures: tliey approacli closely but do not touch 
the iQO, And the first mscriptionj, hi sihtt of later date, or 1S5 of some imdcflned 
Samvatf presents us with the earliest specimen among these records of a fully developed 
Jlindn month (jPwMy<T)4 

Since the puTdication of my letter of the 15th December 1874 Albirhni's account 
of tile roetliod of dating, in the LokaMlot hy the omission of the even hundreds, 
lias lieeii opportunely confirmed hy the discovery that the iuliabitants of Kashmir 
follow this system of computation in all its integrity to the present day.§ 

I am well aware that Menander had so far departed from the traditional Indo-Greek 
abbieviated dates, as to confine himseif on Ids coins to regnal years, masmiieh as I 
am able to cite from his extant money t!io dates A 1, B 2, r 3, A 4, K 5,11 8; but 
tliis no mote proves the general sutvender of the consecutive eral system of dating than 
the ^lathurd regnal dates establish the rule in the mixed instances above adverted to. 

I can also q^uotc a newly discovered Parthian era, commencing in 248 B.C,i| 
Ti'hic^i viewing its nOTV ascertained employment in the Cuneiform documents of the 

* propoBiDg tlie aliovA I linvc eiEaminetl fill iW. Bakirinn coihb wilhin rcnctL to for 

Dcw cxjmiplca cjf the^MS olibrcv-intcfl but wiihout Etict'iiss, I atii h'owover^ to revert la two very 

curiouii eotiiributiotiti iti ihe EJime LLoa from tiiei of Ai>olledeti]Br in tlifii leUeiis ^ = GO utt-d EE = 
by me some yenni Ago m Frint^’p'rt voL JL p. and in tby Xurnmnuitt 

voL XIX. p* 22 (Moiio^rams^ ih 66)* Under the fiVirteni of (lie oiftl'fcsfofi of Uio huiiiined^^ iliesv: dates would 
eorresjiODi) willi 11,C. 151 mtl 146—n period wbieb wcnhl not be nt nil iiwp|irciprbie for ibid king, wbo ha,*? been 
vwionBly pLnwl by Lanscd nt 160 B-C+, by Wilson at 110 nnd by Cunuiiigbnm at 165 B*C» One coincldenoo 
in counoaion with ibese two Greek ^r^fer^te^ Ie that tliey ars in both ea^-« eitlier precfided or iniecD^led hy 

tho letters in n siinihir position at the foot of dio deviise on the revetw^i which may ijosslbly atand for the 

iiiiVfa/ letter* of ‘Hibegc, or *ome of iti^ derivative fornis, tliough thk id avowedly a xiiem 

conjecture open lu furLber invcsLigatlon. 

t CiiniiingbiuD"& Ari?fi, H^pori^ Toh p*!!!. 36 ; Journ. IL As. Sor. vol. V* pL 190, and ibe Cnvo InBerfplioiiii, 
in Ibit JflutM. Btifu. Itr, /L As. Soc. See also //iurM Tittortffj voh H- 63 ^ nud Elliot's vet IL [i. 47* 

I This rno hy no poBsibiUty bo inaido into a Vikrumddbyu date i it i* more tlion n question if it can e ven 

refer to Soka. Simibdyj in regnrtl to these datesj t mn filtcigetlier midisUirbod by the flitida month in tlio 
Gondophares inscription, puSOww/e j in sborti whenever we pftis tha hundred we lose Seleoeidan though it 

would be unwise to projKiond nny aliBolutc low on the subject witli our ]j resent scaniy umteriEdB, 

I Tills fccocmI inscription ends with the words Saha Kdh gntuvdah 726—that is, ** Kid yenrs ehipsed- 
726,** equivnlent to A.l>. 604, whieli is iltercforo tJie date of she temple. This iliito nho c^^rrespontk wiih flic 
year 80 of the local cycle, which U tbo £nh-hf!f of Kashmir or cycle of 2 JOO years, counted by eentiinos ornnei! 
after the 27 mtkshafras^ or lunar uiansionsi. The rcckonlngi tbeierore, never goes lioyond 100 years, and aa 
each centurj' begins In the 25th yectr of the Cbdatlan century^ the SOtli yeftr of the local cycle is efiuivaJcnt to 
tbo 4th year of the Christian century^ Gcncnd Cumiinghfuii^ Arch. lirp. 1875, vol. V. p, 181* See nlso Dr* 
Buliler*s y?c/wrr* quoted in the Aiiitucrum of the ^Otb Nov. 1875. 

I AtsyritiH by Goor^ Smltb. Lonilon^ 1875tP- 3S9- Froin the Itiue of tho Barthian conquest 

It appears that the tablets were elated ncconiing to tho Fartliian style- There liou^ always been n doubt as to tho 
ihde of this revolt* nnd consequently of the Barthinu tnuttnrehy* m the classical iiulhorities have left no evidenco 
as to the exact dato of the rise of the Parthian power. I, however, oblflined tlirec Paiihian lablets frotn Babylon * 
two of them contained douhk dates* one of which^ being found perfeett su|j|died the mpttrctl evidence* as it was 

<11540.) [-^j 
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period, and obvious ofEciol preference may have secured a larger tango of acceptance 
tban could otUerwise bavo been conjectured, and may thus, in its associate extension ^rith 
the power of the race, arrogate some claim to rule and regulate our obscure lado- 
Scythian dates. Testing the Hathuid figures by this system with its third century 
commencing in 48 B.O., we have another possible approximation towards the solution of 
this great enigma. 

The comparatiro estimates by the four methods of computation, stand roughly as 
follows;— 


VitramMitya - 
Saha ‘ 
Seleucidan 
Parthian 


• B.C. 48 to 44. 

. A,D. 88 to A,D. 177. 

• B.C. 2 to AJ). 97. 

- B.C. 39 to A.D. 50. 


VAStmEVA. 

No. I* *.* Gold. 

Trhor rftf Numismatiqne, PL LXXX. figs. 10,11 .t 

Obverse.^—Scythian figure, standing to the front, cjasting incense into the recognised 
small ilithraic altar. To the right a trident with pennons * to the left a standard with 
bosses and streamers. 

Legend, around the device, portions of the full titles of PAO NANO PAO KOPAXO. 

Below the left arm ^ Vmn^ in the exact form of character to be seen in his 
Mathurd in script ions. J To the left, on the side of tlie altar, the letter 

Bcvorsc.—The Indian Goddess PArvati seated on an open chair or Greek throne, 
extending in right hand the classic regal fillet; Mithraie monogram to the left. 

Legend, APAOXPO,§ “ half Siva/* t.e. PArvati. 


dfttiKl (iccoTYlittg the Sckucildaii cub, imd Qjccaittifkg mlso ta tbo FAribUn 144th jour qf tjio FATUikaa 

being eqiul lo the SOSUi year of the- Sclenci^, time nuilting Uio FDithiao era to havo couuncmc^d B*C. 248- 
Tlib dplc is written : ** ^^fonth # ^ , .23riJ tiny 144tlli ycArp wlilcb h collfd tlio £08th ytoir, AtTsflceSg King of 

• Tho EamATi niijnb«r% forther defined by n star C*Ji^ arc nfiod to tbnctc sticb coinB as do tioi find a pkee in 
the exclusively contixLitcus Gupta scrioii embodied in titc Autaty|>c 

t Those who wiali to aeo nenrly exact cciiiitcT|Mutt« of thcee types may cod stilt the couu figured m pbto XIV-, 
Ariofia figs^ 19, 20. The inttet- secins cren to havG an irapGrrii:^t rciidciing of the ^ va on the obroraCi 

with % w (FDrmed like pit) on tlio feTcno. For comsponding tvpes seo also Jottrn* Sue. Beng, ¥ol. V. 
pL 36, and Prinaep’s £nayt, pi 4. Geneml Cunningham, CAronieie, toI, VI. 0. S. pi. I. fig. 2. 

t rimn XV. figs. S| 20 . Tho If LB not cnrrijd, hiit fortoed. hy n more oloogstioii of the doiini .troko of 
(he ^ *, which constitutes the vowel aj in thoetde of I he u on Sttmudrtt Gupta'g coin No. 2 of the nccooipanying 
AQtotTpc plalo V17, The omtsaioo of the DtKt on the eoiiiB i« of no ntom unportanco than tilt pkrullcl ivijection of 
the Gaptu^ where the htog's tLoaie is wnttcD doiptttmtrdt in the conSnod spnee below the arm. FscsimiloB of thcBo 
iMeripfions maj aIm be coapiited in Profeafor Dowson's paper on the Mnlhurd Inscriptioiu^ Janru. B. At. Soc. 
ToU V.N.S. pi. IV, fig#. !fi, vi., &c. See nUo Genere] Cunningham’s iwLark. oa Vfisndeva, p, 193. Gooernl 
Cuuntngbjuti preposes to amend Frefessor WiUon’s tentatiTo pemUng of BaraOHo od the two goM coins^ Anana 
Attiii^Ka, pi, X!V. figs. 14, 18 (p, S78j, into PAO NANO PAO BAZOAHO KOPANO. Tbc etigniTiog of No. 14 
oertninly suggests no iaitis] B in the nniue, and the AZ and O are sufficleatly c1e#ir. We hare only to ongtihtriiio 

the suc««ling 0 into A to eompleU) Ae klcntilleittitni. Theso coins Iibtc n rcn'cme oT ^iva tad the BnlL _ Arek, 

Bep. Tol rU. p. 42. Dr, Kent doe* not seem to hftvo boea nwnre of these identifications when he proposed, in 
1873 (Afpiff CVrii^Mf, 1874, p. 291), to nsoociab; the Mathurfi Vfisnileta with the Imlo-Sassanian Pihlri win 
figured in Prinsep, p). VH, fig. 6, Jwtm. J?. Am. Sot. voL XU. pi 3 f Arutittt Antiqua, pi XVTI, fig. 9. 

§ APAOXPO, Ard-Ugtn. The latter is the aune of Sin, Tlw preceding Ktaulphises In 4 lo-Sf}ihtiujs hud, for 
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Ghatot Eacoa. 


No. 1. Plate VII. Gold, weight 116 gr. Very rare. B. M. 

[The numfetfj-s pr^Lxed i& the$e eoim donvspondt v?Uh&ui Weak w inierrapfioii, «?iiA the eerial 
order of the mimhere entered in the aceompanyiw; Auiotifpe Plate. T7u! ertro or c«»ikiJ sptcvmtie 
aa^ niat-fodf fry Bomanjigureei •mtU a /mrther digeriminatvng -Jf,] 

Obverse.—The King standing to the front, clothed very much after the manner 
of his Indo-Scythian predecessors.* * The right hand casta incense into the conventional 
diminutive Mithraic altar, while the left holds the typical standard of the rayed Sun. 


Mai^inal legend imperfect. 


Under the ami 


^rr M 

^ cha. 

m 


Eeverse .—Fdrsaii holding a lotus flower in the right hand, with a cornucopia of 


western design on the left arm. In the field, the Indo-Seythian monogram 
Logeud.— S^tnaj^dJochcAhetfa. ^^Tbe exterminator of all 


SAMtTDBA Gupta. 

No. 2. Gold. B. il. 

Obverse.—Tlie king arrayed after the Indian fashion with a dhoti tightly hoimd 
round his loinB^ elaborate native head-dressj very large ear*rings^ uecklaccj and armlets? 
of chosen jewels, &e., in the act of shooting a tiger who faces him to the full front. 


Legend, restored .—Vydghrn pardkranm. “ The tiger hero.** 

Be verse.—PSrvati with lotus flower and Oaruda standard, standing upon a Dragon 
or some oriental type of marine monster.t 

Legend .—Hdjd Smmfm GupfaL 


ibeir mvetw? dervico, n ^gute lenmiu^ on a Boll (iTfluiff), iT^inrhtig wluRh Profmwt WlLson rpnuuki : Tlie %urc 
letniDg oa tbo Bull U]3pL'4rs^ bj the breostE pratubemut bSfia, to bu hmide | hut It It uot iuviijriAbly so^ and b 

somctjii)C5, wbiit il probqblj ^ould of ao ftudrogyiiciuf^ outBat*, Uu? beiog that of ^ivu mwl biH 

ppouflo in ibcir oanipo«iite chnmcteT of ArrdAo ndrifwarat Siva half-ftfOiiiiiiie."—p* Z6l* 

* A vety aiiggertive note on tMs quo^tlon la to be found in Ilaen TlisaDg ; Aprra k mort do roi 
( Kanifibka ), la raco dca Ktdi-io (Kritijpfi) s'lin^ea encore la rojauto, obtjw rcligiciDiJt e£ abolit la lol do 
il. 178. Thee kiiig:^ are Euhtequeutlj spoken of, in tho teit^ aa *^oeMo raeo ijgnoble,^ p* 170* Tho 
commentator ndde at p. 454, voJ. uL ** Krkiyatw Cbluola Mohic (bommes) ftchet^** (S^e akth I- 248.) Hionnu- 
Thsang, Porb edit. Cf. dHta^ MriiOf end ^ptn tmdin^ the sense of ^*pniteeled|** in eonncxiDn with notetj- P* J1 
ante ^ and nlae Elliot's GfmMarp^ vol. II. p. 281. 

t This mone^rnni has a curious Bttnilitade to tba old Eg^^liu symbol for tbo Bee? wbidi, as 

M- Oppert has shown, was the il^n royal In Uia Hienttk, the proto^po of §amit of the hiticriptlon of 
Nebnehadnezzar at Borsippu. Jbtfriiw/ AdatifuCf 1857, p. H3, Sec also Journ* H, -4j. Soc- toI. L N.S* 
pp. 224, 482, 

% A similar aqnatic mom^nr may be jseeii below tlio feet of im andeni statue at Nong^orh (6 miles S.S.Ei of 
Jajanagar)^ “ The statue h nmde of the rtd-fipotteil sandstone of the Sikii quarries near MaihnnL"i-^Jniining- 
bam^ ArcA^ Eeport^ voU IJl. pi, 16L 
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No. 3. Gold. B. il. 

Heversc.—King apparcle<l in close-fittiag iiatiTe costume, with the Indian dhotis 
armlets, bangles, &o,, reserring unexhausted arrows for a retreating lion. 

Legend.^lT ^TTSITfvTT^ ^ 

Ma hd rdjddhir&ja SrL 

Eerersc.—The Goddess IPdrvati seated on a lion, with fillet, lotus flower, and the 
usual Scythian monogram. 

Legend— ?ft Sri Siiiha Vikrania. ** The Lion-hcro.” 


No. 4. Gold. B. m. 

Obverse.—A liorse decked for the A^vamcdlin sacrifice. 

Legend (restored).— 

Nat:ajamadh(th Jldjttdhirdja Frithwf Jlffaiffa. 

Below the boi'se ^ ae. 

Reverse.—rayed female figure {Fdrrafi ?) holding a cAomW or Tdk*s tail, ordinarily 
used as a fly-whisk in the train of lojalty. 

Legend.—^TTTflf»T: A^pam^dha pardirunuth. “ Tlie hero of tlie Asvamedha.” 

A recent contributor to the Joantal AsiaiUjite, has taken me to task for discovering 
any traces of Scytliism in the Indian A^pamedha rite, and after other curious criticisim, 
intrenches himself in the direct assertion that ‘‘ le cheval des sculptures eat Ic elioval des 
Icgendes et du culte brdlimanique.” * 

To my apprehension the Indian Aryans have j^ut on record, in tlioir own Tedas, a 
much more mundane account of their notions of the A^vamedha sacrifice, whieh seems 
to have been little more to them tlian a religious feast, with all the sensual accessories of 
fat horse flcsli, baked meats, aromas of cooking, with essays on lire merits of skilful 
carving: dcsecading at last into giosa questions of skewers, and the stray remnants 
that adhere to the hands of the operators.f 

Far different is the iinprttssion conveyed by what we can gather from the local 
conceptions of the A^ramcdha ; liere the ideal seems to have been emmenUy Scythic, 
both in its inception and application; it was in effect a martial challenge which consisted 
in letting the ^ictimj wlio was to crown the imperial triumph at the year’s end, go free 


* Jenrn. Atiatitfiu, )8"5, p. 106. E«4S«i hit la ]£gcfifl« ilu Buddhn, par M. E. fticunit, Tbe passage to 
which thesttthor takes vseoptioii is to ba foantl in jny article in the Jwrn. At. See. J8§5, p. 57 j 

it tuLS h«o reprodneod in my Indian irei^ftft, p. S2. 

t It^ Tei/fli ii. iii. sWfti#, ri, viu, Wilson’s Trafli/w/iow, vol. U. p, 110, and note ti, p, 121, also Picfaw, 
p, xij— XV. 1 ColebrooLc'a Emiyf, P»f. Cowell's edit, vfd. 1. pp. SO, 55, 56; Anfitir ^ffff( utAat, vol. HI. p. 429; 

MuHer^a AttCt SuHJikrii pp. 37* ^6, 533- 
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to wander at will over the face of tte earth, iis sponsor being bound to follow its hoofs, 
and to conquer or conciliate the occupiers of all'^itesh fields and pastures new” his 
equine pioneer chose to fancy.* Sniely such a prototype shadows forth more of 
the conditions of the Itle of desert communities of the horseman class, than of the 
surroundings of Aryan cattle-drivers, entangled in the narrow passes of the Him a la ya, or 
dubiously skirting the southern base of the outer range towards the plains of India in 
straggling companies. The original germ and development of the contrasted heroic 
aspect almost declares itself in associations belonging to Nomadic tribes, among whom 
a steed captured in hostile forays, liad so frequently to be traced from camp to camp and 
sun'cndered or fought for at last. 

Of course the ultimate decision of this and many othEu: international questions, must 
depend upon how much of the Turdnian element we are to recognise as having existed 
amid the occupying prehistoric races of India; a subject far too large to be discusBC<l 
with advantage in this place. 


KUMijLi. GrPTA. 

No. 5. Gold. B.M. 

Obverse.—King standing to the left, the right hand is extcnde<l as if easting ineensD 
into the small Ulitliiaic altar, of which tiuctps can still be recognised. The king is girt 
with the Khtfijdd or Indian straight hroad-sword. To the right the Gt-iruda standard, to 

the loft the initial letters of the name of Kmudra, ^ Ku. 

Legend.—rrsRfsRir 

Keverse .—jPdrcftU seated on a mised throne, below which are expanded the leaves 
of the lotus. Ill tlie right hand, the Grecian fillet, with the recognized Scythian 
monogram above the shoulder. 

Legend.—^ ^ 

SrC KtOiidrn Gttpia. 


Mauesdua Gupta. 

No. Il-if. Gold, weight 125*5 grains. Marfiden,f No. MLIX, B. M, 

Obverse.—King on horseback, to the right, with nimbus, seemingly liare-headcd, witli 
long flowing curls. 

Legend,— 

M(thendrn Gtipla. 


• Wheeler's Nah&bh6rata^ toI. 1.1». 377. Pref. Goldsiacker hu poim«i oat (in tbo H’attmiMttfr Reeirw 
QT April 1868) thm tbo pas^a^s here quoted beloti^ lo the more recent “ JaJmjiiJjrM Af vAnicdhii.'* iiec nlse 
Wheeler's pp. 10^ 

t Sec also FHtisep'is Ettayt, pi. XNIII. fig. SO, toI. L p. S87. See *J»o %'ajiuits pJ. XXJf. %*. 4, .i, 

und Ari&na Auttgun, pJ. XVIII. figs, 16, 17. No. 16, has nftcr the Gupta, 
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B.<jrcurso. J*af*caH, seated on &n IndiaE Moi*hd, feeding a pe&cocic. 

I/egeud. ^Jita ^<ih€iidta, '‘The unconq^uered king.’* 

No. III-X-, Gold, weight 119 grains. B.M. (?) 

This is another coin of some interest, which I doubtfully attribute to Mahendra 
Gupta. It may be described as follows: 

ObTcrse.—Standing figure with spear and flowing pennons, trident, and small 
Mithmic altai*. Outside the spear the letters ^ On the inside w « 

Reverse.—PArvati seated, with traces of the Graek APdOXPO. 

N Ira Gupta. 

No. rV^'-Jf. Gold, Ariana Aniiqm, PL XVIIX fig. 22 .* 

Obverse.—King standing to the front, with Garutla standard on the right, and bow 
in the left hand. Device similar to Ujc designs of Somudm and Chandra Gupta’s coins 
{ArUma Aiit^wt, KVIII. 7. 8 , 9. 4 , Marsden. No. 3LL. and MLVII.), but materiaUy 
deteriorated in the artistic execution. 

Legend, below the left arm.—WT 

^ ra. 

At the foot ^ Qu. Mar^^nal legend ? 

Reverse.—The usual type of PArvati scate<l on lotus leaves to the front (disolosinir 
greatly debasetl art.) ' ® 

Legend, restored from other specimens, f—q | m (4 rfj Bdldditya. 


THE SAH kings of SUftASHTliA. 

The histoiy of the Sfih kings of SurAshtra is so interwoven with the pi’Ogress and 
final supremacy of the Guptas, that we must devote full space to tlie consideration of 
then- independent rise and adrance to power—as well in regaid to the monumental 
palmographie records, in which the western coast is so rich, as in i‘ospect to the Numis* 
matte romains of the dynasty which equally presorre marked local characteristics, and 
disclose instructive indications of a source and derivation other than Indian. 

Tlie inscriptions claim priority in the order of arrangement. These commence with 
a group of repn^ntative mural tablets which repeat the name of the presumed founder 
of the SAh family, Nuhapdmt. I have transcrilied the Just of these recortls in full as 
furnishing a specimen of the ordinaiy style and motive of this class of dedicatory 


• 1 fb^i^rljr Liul JjobL. tl,a due uttribuUou ef these wias * but now tkul 1 have exuinined seveod 

t There on three specimens in the British hfuMniii. 
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epigraphs, retluciag the subseq^uetit quotations to the bai% cuumeratiou of royal names 
or other material data. For the preliminaiy materials I am indebted to a paper by 
Professor Bandarkar, which was presented to the London Oriental Congress of 1874, and 
wMcli is now in course of correction for the volume cm bodying their Proceedings. 

I.— Inscription of Nahapdnu in iho Ndsik Coees, 

(No. 17 of Mr. West’s facsimUcs.*) 

“ To the Perfect One I This cave and these small tanks were caused to be con¬ 
structed on the mounts Trira$mi in Govardhana, by the benevolent tJsbavaddta, the 
son-in-law of King Ksbaharata Satrap Nahapdpa,t son of Dinika, who gave tliree 
hundred thousand cows, presented gold, and constrncted flights of steps on the river 
Bdmasayd, gave sixteen lillagcs to gods and Brahmans, fed a hundred thousand 
Brahmans eveiy^ yeaVj provided (the means of marrying) eight wives for Brahmans at 
FrabhSsu | the holy place, constructed quadrangles, houses, and halting-places at Bharu- 
kaclichlia, Da^pura, Govardhana and Sorparaga; made gardens, tanks, and wells; 
charitably enabled men to cross Ib&, Parddd, Bamaiid, Tupl, Karahcnd, and Ddhunuk/i 
by placing boats on them; constructed Bharma^dlas, and endowed places for the distri' 
bution of water, and gave capital worth a thousand for thirty-two Nddhifferas for the 
Chamnas and Pari shads in l^nditakdvada, Govardlmua , Suvaniamukha, Sorparaga, 
Efimatirtba, and in the village of Niaagola. By the command of the Lord I wont 
in the rainy season to Mftlaya to release Kirudha the Uttamahliadca. Tlie Malnyas fled 
away at the sound (of our war music), and were all made subjects of the Khairiyas the 
Utt^iabhaclras. Thenee I went to Poksliara^ii, and there performed ablutions, ami gave 
three thousand cows and a village.” 

Semorbs. 

** The first jjart of this inscription is in Sanskrit. The latter part coutaius a mixture 
of Sanskrit and Prdkrit.” 

II, —Ttamlaiion of Inscriplion No, 10 of Mr, West's facsimiles^ Lines 1,1. 

” To the Perfect One! This apartment is the heuefaction of Bakhamitrd, the daughter 
of King Kshahardta Satrap Nahapiina and wife of Ushavadita, son of Dinlka.” 

Conimmimi qf Trmslatim of I?o. 10, Lines 3-6, 

” To the Perfect One! In tlic year 42, in the month of Yai^c^kha, the son of Binikn, 
and son-in-law of King KslmharAta Satrap Nahapuna, gave tluree thottsand 3,000 to the 
priestliood from the four quarters residing in this cave, as capital for [providing] 
garments and ku^na. Out of this sum on 1,000 the interest is three-quarters of a 


• Jmm. Bom. Bt, i?. At, ifoc. toL VII. p. 42. 

t “ 1 thibb upon tbe wliolc diia wu]r of interpretiqg thi; eiprcaiiion is more in coDBonaiicu wiUi kuowa fucu 
dian mikin" ^ulutfidi^u eittrnp of a king oumed KahAh&i'jtiw" 

t “PnbbdKU, ita Dr. StoroDson snjj), is u plaeo nfaf Pkitlnu SoriiiaUi. BliurukudioliLii iinow known to bo 
Broiicb. Dufupim musc be sontfi pince id Gojarit or iti tbo touuliy boH<;riog on occurn in 

Inscription No. 1 of Mr. Wesi'a Bcrics. Sarpors^u is Supmn n«ir Basei^in. Tho Dmonnii and Ddbonuku nuift 1» 
rirers Bowing into tbe se& ut tboeo plnoes in tbo TuiRa District. Tapi is wvll known. Tho otbers I lun not 
able to idoDtify. RdmntirUia is, I am (old, n small place near Snptu-a. Usliavaditn’s cbmittes do uotsccni lo have 
gone further to the north thon Gnjorit, or farther to the eoiith than tho northern durtrici of the Pu^^n isiliah. 
The expedition to the soirth described in tbe inscription was ocensionat, the object bein^ to naiel a frieiuUy men of 
Ksbatrijas." (Couf. Incf, Ant, vel. HI. pp. 100, 214, 332; vol- IV. p. 2ti2; Y*ulc*s .Vareo Foto, vol. 11. p. 353. 
—DamnDu is doubtless the Dtunand Gtluga, and Daiumukd tbe river of Delion to tbe south of it.^-J, B.) 
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hundred [f.^. 75] KdrshApanas. Tlicse Kdrsliipanas bearing interest are not to be 
repaid. Out of tins [sum] two thousand, wliicli is the eapital bearing an interest of one 
hundred Sdrshiipaims is for gannents. A capital of 8,000 NMigeras was given in 
Kapurhhhra and the village of Chikhalap^dra/’ 

MemarJes. 

“Prom this and No. 18 of the same series it appears clear that Ushavadiitaleft three 
thousand Kdi'shnpanns j two deposited with one hody of weavers, hearing an interest 
of 100 Padikas or K^rshdpanas, from wMeh chivarikas or garments were to be 
provided, and one irith another tiody of weavers, bearing an interest of 75 Padikas, 
out of wliich ku.^ina was to be given. Lities 4 and 5 of this and 3 of No. 18 are 
thus consistent with each otiier. 

We see from the above that the cave was dedicated to the use of mendicants m the 
year 42, and from No. 28 that TJshavaflAta liestowed other charities in the yearn 41 and -40. 
WImt era these are to be referred to wiH ho cousiUemd in the remarks,** 

III -—TramUttion of li'o, 14 ofMi\ We9V8 sei'ies, 

1. Son-in-law of Satrap Naliapdua^-^t, 

2. Usual deeds of TJsliavadata the Saka.* 

3. lu Chechika, city of DdhanukA, Kekapum, 

4. In each village, in Ujjayini.t Siklih . . [eleven lines more]. 


* *' This Ubb lieen uRunlly titkc^ la het <^1(4, ita If th^e wtro ita <lADbt nboiit it, but it is not quite sufa to do 
HO in tbe mutiklHi) iitAto of the laserifitton. 

t ** Thij* b (tot wit Lout doubt." 

1 ijtioto Prof. Banditrlmr'a fitwil t^iiiiiiuLn^ uj, oud tlio re^tiUing concliiiiiionji, with n view of Jihotvlri^ tUe 
diflicnliicH whieli still enTiroti the (juuisttoa of tbo iSdh ilitt-s. “In the first plocc we hove theIinwriptlono of 
1. HhnVRcEata, which mention ii king of the titmo of luluiluirntu Nnhiipiipit, who nlso oolled Ksliatiupa or Satrej). 
Enhohnnitn lookn very miioh like KliA^mtn, nnii the clinmctdra in t1ui^ insjcription^ oceupya iiilildliiijt potation 
iMMwcen tho-4< of No. 6 niuL No, 3(5, ItHhoJiaroia Nalmpdijn therefore may wcU have been the fouticlcr of tbo 
dynasty that di^plncrd the i^tavnlmnns soino time after Erishnarajii. And coiiu of nraoo of king^ cnlting them¬ 
selves Arifyjt and ArAo/ro/ior or i^rtrrryv huve liM'ti found in Giijnmt nod elsewhere, niid amongst them one of 
Nahojidria liiniself. There arc two inscriptions aiso lu Gujonit, which mention sontoof these kings. Verv Hktdy 
therefore !t wns this dynasty thnt Gniitamiptitm diiipInccEL" 

“ Tliciio itifereotea would lie rendemi highly probable if what is known or believed with regard to the dates of 
llieHe kings were mode to harmonize with tJic siinjUr informntton wn luive with n^jarrl to the dates of Rnshnarnjn 
anil Gautninipnii'iu Flic ootns of Ibu Hnirap or Sih dynasty bear dntes, but it is not knowo to wJml era they are 
to be refmwl. For the dati-is of iho ^atavdhaun kings the only sutliorities are the Purdnjw. Though there is 
no very sniisfaetory agretintent amongi^t them as to the names and number of the indivuluals eompoeingthe 
dynasty, the (»nriod of its total diiniiian, given by ell, nenrly conrespooiU, l>tartiiig from the date of Chandru- 
guptft Maurya. which is genomily tM.|ieTcd to bo 313 B.C,, and dcduriinur 294, the mimber (Wilson’s HrAaif 
Pnruna, c!in|*. XXI\. Im.-ik 1V,) of years tor which the inten'enltig ilynustlcs reigntNl. we have 31 B,C. ns the 
date of ibe foiindniion of the Andhrabliptya dymudyi nod giomgwi farther in thesawowav we have 2 A I>. 
for Kndinapaja’s acwssioji ; amt 319 A.D. for tliat of Ganiainiputia. Now if we tnki' Nahajaipn to be 
the founder of tlie f!idta and refer all the Sdb dates in timi cm, the information got from the caves and 
the inferences tpnseil oii it are porfeeUy rtusisiont with the» dntes. Nalmi»i)n*s career of conquest must have 
entied in A.D, ,9, when tho era began i aii<t this agrees with what we Imve stated above thnt the .^yutavdliann* 
were deprivetl of the provinee of Nasik some time after Kriahnorajn. In the «ame innnner, if llio statement 
that Gaotamipiiiru e,xtermiimtcd the mce of Khagirrita b tme, the Last of iheSdh dates must come up near 
eitoogh to 34tt A.D., that liring ib-j dnta of Gautumipntra’s death, or, the ond of bis reign. This Inst date if ' 
tliD cm is fiako, K acconfiog In .Mr. Fergowon (Jbwro. ft. A*. vol. J\\ N.S.), 376, in which case’ it 

would not agree with tho other j but tltcre it a mistake here. Mr. Justice Newton, whom he follow,s anaigns 235 
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Otlier inscriptions of JrahapAiia at Karlen and Jutiir 
At Karlen — 

**Peace! By Ushabhaddta, tlie son of Dinilia, the son-in-law of RAja Ksbalidrdta 
Kshatrapa i'aliaptipa.'’ 

At Junir — 

** [Constructed by] Ayama, the tumisteT of-Malidhshatrapa STdmt 

Nahap^iia.** 

The next paiseograpLic reference to the SaU kings is an elabomtc hut imperfectly- 
preserved recapitulation of the eonseeutive repairs of the dam or bridge which retained. * 
the waters of the Falc^ani river. This document ilr, Burgess will give in full both in 
text and translation liercafter. I liavo merely to anticipate it hy a brief quotation, 
with a view to secure the continuity of my serial evidence: which in this instance, 
however, is only important as confirmatory of a foregone date, already suggeste<l 
by the coins. The greatest interest, to us Europeans, in this long detail of the fate 
and fortunes of the embankment, consists in the reference to its previous restoration' 
by the agents of Chandra Gupta 3fdurffir, our classical Sandrokoptos, whose name 
appears on this single occasion in the whole range of Indian epigraphy. This public 


(^Joura^ Bom. jHr, B, Am.^ voU IX. |i* 18) lo Svdini HiicItil Sah, the 25th lu iii& liitj on the au]ipDsltiDii 
ibnt tho ern is whence it fi|jpeBr» that he rcati^ tlic figure the eoiti of t1ui£ moiwch m 2^1. But if 

wo turn to the copies of the figures given bj him ut pngc 28, voL Vlf. Bom, Br, B. Am. wt bIulLI 

find Llint there mufit ecmis mhitjihe mt to the Hght^hancl atroko on the iniurk for n hundred in tho last of the 
tJiree dates given under Svimt Rudtn SuJu For the finst of these U 224 1 the middle figure being tie murk 
for 20, since tho circle has one dHimctcr ( pee the □umnrals in. the N'jiiik Oive iDB-criptious nod niy pHpcri js,. 67., 
vol, Jfmrn. Bf>m. Br, i?. At* SocJ) \ the second the mark for a hundred Jiaving no side stroke. Jt is 
ini|>o»9ible Uien that tho king, whcMc dale is 192» should be reigning ia 291. It is cxiremely probiblc that 
thiB king^ No. IS In Mr. Newt<in"fi first list (Jeurn. Bom^ Br, B, A$. Soe. voL Yli.), or No. 25 id hit iceoDd 
(voi, IX.), whofie flate thus to have been is tlie same person m No. 12 in the fertner or No, IS 

in the latter* For tht name of the iadivUluAl and that of the fiither is tJic sainc id both cases- There in only the 
prefix tvdmit “lord/' in the former, which makes no difiemnee, find the dnto t&2 in the cue cptse and 1!)T b the 
other. The final date of the SzShs* therefore, la that of No* 17 (p* 28, voL VIL Bom. Br. B, At. Sbg^.% which in 

250, for the figure reriotnbling ilie letter if tn stundii; renlly lor 50, as I have shown In my po|K-r (p. 72, voL X. 

Bom. Br, fL At, Soc.y on the Vnlabhi dotes. This dote m the era ef the ^Tinka kings Lh 528. About that time 
then, about nine years after hU necessionp the S.4h3 inusl Imve been ecnrpierrd hy Gantamiputra. If, on tho 
ceutmiy, we fihould take the era to l>e VlknunnX Knhnii»naV dale would lio about 60 B.C*, f.e. he rrlgnol G2 
years before K|TshaurAja; which, it will be seeib dote not agree with the evlduneo of ihc caveSf tho -^tavuhana 
dynasty having liecn in posMssion of NAsik in A.D, 2. In tho same maimer, tho final date, which, ai^rding to 
Mr. Newton and Mr. Forgusson, is 255 A.D. on the hyjictheeiic tliiU llie eni is Vikmmn's htii which really sht^d 
be 196 A.D* in conformity with niy rending of tlio date#* is #o remote from Gauraiiii|iutra% 319 A,D., that he 
can In no sense be said lo have extermiimtcd the ** race of Khagarata.'^ The yiknnun cm wilh therefore, not do* 
The objection brenghr by Mr* Fergysson against the ^kn Is that if the cLite-^ were referred lo itj the SAhs would 
overlap the GiiptiM by a considerable period. But this peHcHl has now been reduced lo about tou years, the 
Guptas being suppo^d to have rome into power in 51^ A..D. And a difierence of ten years In ihe uficertiJn 
condition of our clironolog;)' h almost nothing* BesideSf there ht uoibhig to phow that the? Guptas obKaJnad 
possession of the countries over which the Sahs niieid in 319, or iRimodiatoly after* Thus Che date 5Z9-340 A.D* 
for Guutamfputra, and the ^ka era far tho SIh dates* aloue appear to be consistent with what we find in the 
cave inscriptions ahotil that monareh and the ^atavdhnEta dyDaslj. The thttes In t/shavudata'a insen|it!onSp 
therefore, vit*, 42, 41, and 40* would be 120* 119* and IIS A.D* rcipcctiveh\” 

( 11540 .) 
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recognition of liis dominiou amid the memonal records of the western coast is a new 
testimonj^ to his influence in those quarters, of which we had already evidence 

in his tiaditional treaties with Selencus.* So also is there an importance in the distinct 
mention of liis grandson Asoka, whose ttafiw is elsewhere subdued under the iitls 

of J)evauampiifu Piffadc^i throughout the entire series of religious manifestoes he 
set up in so many chance places over the broad continent of India: one transcript 
of which appears on the eastern face of this very rock, which, as has been seen, Nature 
had constituted as the ready-prepared proclamation stone of successive generations* 


Toe Sill oa RmnA Dasia Inscripiion, JttnJLgae. 

^ * 

‘*To the Perfect one I This 8ndsr^ana lake, lieing from Garauagar (Girinagaia) 
. * to the foot. , constructed in its icngtli, breadth, and height of unbroken masonry,” 

&c. 

^This work gave way in the 72nd year . . of Sdja Mahdkshalrapa Eudra 
D&ma, whose name is oft repeated by the great, the grandson of Mdhdkshalrapa 
Chastana of well accepted (propitious) name. Afterwards (?) by the Mauiya Efija 
Chandragupta , . his (governor?) Syena Pushpagupta of SuriSshtra (?) (rd^Urijfa only 
visible) caused to he made , . and by the celebrated Yavana Rfijfi of A^ka Maurya 
named Tusliaspa having been repaired.” 

(The text tiien goes on to proclaim the glories of the king, the enemies ho overcame, 
&c,, and continues^ ” who himself acquired the title of MahSkshatiapa, who won, &c., 
. . . by this Mahdkshatrapa Eudra Efinia,” and concludes wth his own account of 
special work in the ultimate repair of the dam.t 

The last inscription in tins list, which I liave to notice, is the brief record on 
the Jasdan pillar, wluch proves to be purely genealogical—and would be otherwise 
immaterial wore it not for its mention of the ancestral ** Chashtana,^* whose name 
figures in such prominence in the initial order of the coin series* 


Inscription .\t Jasdax in the North of KftthiAwir prdnt. 

" In the year 127 Bhddrapada (month) dark-half, 7tli (day) of the moon, this Satra 
(fawA) of Edjd MalAksUatraiwi Bliadramukha Swami Eudra Sena, the great, 
grandson of the son of fidjd Mahakshatrapa Swami Chashtana; the grandson of the 
son of Edjd Ksh(<ifrff;>ffl) Swdmf .Tayaddman, the grandson of Edjd Malidkshatrapa 
• Eudra Bdmd, (soa q/*) Rdjii Jlaluikshatrapa Bhadra-Mukha Swdmi 

Eudra. Of the son of Supra Nathaka of Mdnusagotra, the grandson of Khara, with 
brothers. 


• Jartta, kook XV. «p. 4; DioJoras, took XIX. cap. 24, book XX. eip. 12 j Sb»bo, book H. e. 1,19, * 

uid book XV, cap. 1, 10, 36, 5^up. 2, | PlJiij, vi. 17 ; Airiiia, tad., cap. r. PJeuiteh ia Douiotriiiai. 

t Dr, Blwa IMyi, Jomrtt, Acn*. Br, B. At, Soe, toI. VII. p. 120. 

X md, Tol, VIII, p. 235. 
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COINS OP THE SAH KIXGS, 

Thus much for the insciiptioa data, we must ncrw fiU in the canvaa with the more 
expanded revelations of the coina. As I have not heen ahle in the brief period which 
has chanced to intervene between the commencement of the present chapter and its 
call for tlio i>res8, to re-examine the conflicting bearings of the evidence affecting the 
domination of the S.ibs, 1 content myself with reproducing the latest inferences of 
ilr. Newton, who from the first has exclusively devoted himself to the study of the 
Numismatic remains of this group of kings, and acliieved a veiitahie speciality in this 
department. Though in making these quotations I must guard myself by saying that 
I by no means invaiiahly concur in the interpretations or deductions of the nnthor. 

Mr. Newton, in one of his latest papers, lias had to review, and in some cases to 
revise my own early contributions to tins subject,* I am the more anxious therefore that 
ho should he heard in hi own words. He says in all frankness, " Tlie arrangement (of 
the dates) having liecu thus discussed and fixed, there remains the determination of the 
era to which the dates on the Sdh coinage arc to he referred. Professor TTilson, In his 
Arittna Andqua^ wns able only to state the priority of the Siihs to the Guptas, Imt he 
could not restrict the rule of the latter within smaller limits than * from the second or 
third to the seventh eentuiy of our era.’ Mi'. Thomas in Ids judicle published in 1848, 
in the XIT, vol of the Jottra. R. As. Soff, (to which I have heen, in many respects, 
much indebted), Ixsing compelled by the supposition, then entertained, that the first 
numemls on all the SAh coins represented 300, was led to reject eras, which would other¬ 
wise doubtless have appeared preferable, and to select that of Sri Haishn, dating 457 B.C., 
made known to us by Albiriini, as the one which seemed best to meet the apparent 
requirements of tJie case, .... Mr, Thomas thus placed the S5h djmsty between 
about 170 aud 50 B.C,, oud Mr. Prinsep placed the last member of the series in 153 B.C 
The initial niuncrals being now read as 100 and 200, the era of Vikramiiditj’a at once 
suggests itself as the one to be preferred.*‘f 

Preceding upon these principles Mr, Newton subsequently framed the subjoined 
list of the Sail kings, in which he was able to insert the names of six newly identified 
monarchs. 

1. Nahapdna, B,C. 00 or 70. 

2. The unknown Xing whose com is given as figure 10 of the plate (p. 4, Jmm. 

Som. Rr. It. As. Soc, vol, IX,) 

3. (Syamo P) tika, 

4. Cliasbtana, son of Syamotika, B.C. 10 or 20. 

5. Jaya BamA, son of Oha^ana. 

C. Jiva BamA, son of (BAmA ?) Sri, A.B. 38. 

7. Eudra BAmA, son of Jaya BAmA. 

S. Budra Siaha, son of Rudra BAmA, A.B. 45.^47, 

9. Rndra BAh, son of Rndra Sinha. 


* JottTH, IL Atn Sot!- Toh XII.^ |>* 33. 

f Jiourn. Bom. Br, A Soc, 1662^ p. 30. 

[f 2] 
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10. Sri Sah, son of Budm S&li. 

11. Sangha BamA, son of Budra Siih. 

12. B^in^ S^, son of Budra Sintia. 

10. Ya$a I)4m&, son of B^a Sah. 

14. Bamajata Sri, son of Budra Sflh, A.B. 97. 

15. Vira son of B^a Sih. 

16. Ifcara Batta, 

17. Yijaya Sflh, son of Biuna Sah. A.B, 115. 

18. Bfimajata Sri, son of BimA S.Ah. 

19. Budi« SAh, son of Budra BlimS, A.B. 101,141. 

20. Ti^va Sinlia, son of Budra Sah, A.B. 143. 

21. Atrf BAmfi, son of Budra SAh, A.B. 153, 157, 

22. Vifva Sah, son of Atri BAmA, AJ). 160,166. 

23. Budra Sinha, son of SvAmi Jiva BAmA, A.B. 173 or 213. 

24. YasA BAmA, son of Budra SAh. 

25. SvAjui Budm SAh, son of SvAmi Budra BAmA, AJD. 223, 235. 

26. SvAmi Budra SAh, son of SvAmi Satya SAh.* 

I shall itjsorro any comments or oliseiTations upon the still vexed subject of the 
cm to Tvhich tlicse coin-dates belong, till I fiomo to compare the entire range of recorded 
time-marks supplied by the more recent ai'ehicologieal discoveries; but I may remark, 
parenthetically, tlmt the jV.B, 235 of the twenty-fifth king in the above list, comes into 
conflict with the age I am disposed to assign to the Guptas tmder the Saka test. 

As to the correction in regard to the increase of the values of the sign for 
hundreds by the addition of side strokes, I long ago arrived at a similar conclusion, 
having, indeed, myself first suggested the probability of such a method of augmentation 
which the materials available in 1848 did not sufiScc definitively to cstablisli.f 


* ** The iDscfiplionit do nat tell m tliiit NdliApnitn liiul n son. oiid T havtf! not inserts th© omit© of hii soo-ui-law 
VI lio b Dot nhown to bavo lucoeodcd to tho sovcreigDtjf. Fw iLe eomc roimoii I Imvo omlttod the iihidc of 
ChiuHtAnVo fntlior. It u given do the win, tsui we ilo not kiioiv tlmt he rctgncd. Though do ooiij tototTucduito 
botwcoti Nhlinpaiui aiiiI diiiistiuift yet boon founil, J mu mito tbot sovernl yo&rii intorvQOod l>E!twocn thorn. 
Thf diflurcnco of type tiod execoUoji obaertiililc between thoir ceina is certainly gmtter than tlut wlikli 
betwoon tlim of the fortiiur mid tho coins of the ludo-Raetrimi!^ 1 liavo, tlietdbrc, ndopted a lougei' interval, 
and hoiw tlini coin# of at lenst two or three king# betwocti Nnhapdna and ChiLstona may yet lio foiutd. It does 
not appear that Naliapdna's or Chaitaiift*# coin bore a date, and it is almost certain that itiMie was marked dd the 
copper emu of Jnyn Daiun, If tb* intarvid vrhicli 1 have pLicud between Niiihn]:daa auil Chnstana and the reigu# 
which 1 have Assigiioil to Cluoitaiui atid Jays Ddnia iic cooshlcrcd too long, 1 iliould be led to shorten these 
rather by Assign iug to iliciD imdallthe siib^nciiL sovereigns of the SSh series earlier dntes than by bringing 
ilowa Nnbapdiui to a time further reinDvcd from the Indo-Rnotrino#. ^ 

“ I SCO no raasoR to modify in any rwpecl the resultK arrived at ia my paper of 1J362 a# Ui ilw succctiaon of 
the Guptas to the !54hs, tho VnlalJil king# to the Guptas, nud the Indo-Sassanlims to the Valabhi line. 

** The limits of the Gi^anit sovereignty In NaliapdanV time must now be catended beyond the territorice 
which 1 was cnablnd in tiie paper ahorc referred to to awign to the dominion of the Sdhs, Tha extent, however, 
of the dwtrint# hold in sal^eetion probably vnrksl from reign to reign." 

t Jourti, n. Am. Soc. vol. Nil. p. 37. See also Jbwi-n. At. .Sbe. ZiSriiy. 1635, p. 566, and the Paris Jbarnttl 
Aiiatii/HCf 383 , 
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THE SAH KHfGS OE SURASHTRA. 

Nakapana. 

No. 6. Silver j Treight 31 gr- Unique^ trUingual. Me. Newton** 

Obverse. —King's head to the right, with rough hair bound with a fiUct, Very 
coarsely executed- 

Legend, imperfect Greek.— tuPANX 

Reverse. —^A crude spear, with an axe on the side,t and an Indian definition of a 
thunderbolt? 

Legend, in BACiEiAN-Pdli charaeters, reading from the right, commencing below 
the point of the spear, tPiSnj NjVHAPANASA, following which, reading from the 
inside, but in the reverse direction, in iNDiAN-Pdli letters, XahapaHnta. 

The engraver or designer of this die was evidently more oonvexsant w*ith the outlines 
of the Baetrian alphalKst than he was with the forms of the character of the concurrent 
system of writing of Indian origin. J The repetition of the letters of the name of the 
King in the latter alphahet, retain so much of the appearance of Baetrian writing, 
that at first, I imagined the line of the legend followed uniformly on to the left of the 
Semitic version, of the leading name • wliereas there is an obvious break in the continuity 
of the legend, and a complete reversal of the lom of the alphabetical signs, a system 


* Mr, KewtoD '4 descripidon flf tiiin coin i» to bo Jbiiiiil Ln Atr. Burgee's text, p. 16. 
t Tlio custom of platfiug tbe ui; hnlf wav* down tlio hitAjT wto cotiuitun with tlio Indo^Scjr tbimtiv tfcc KudpiiizC^ 
Ecries, Artam Aitfiqtia, pi. X. 12-21., cod pi. XXL Sg. IB. Ptlnscp'A £*mys, pi. jfcc. 

I Mr- ButdcII, id his ekboTHto review of “ South'IjMlum Pnijeogrepby" (Afjuigaloi'v, 1874), luv natiiridJy' 
lud to refer to the curlier types of the iilphubet-s of XorUiom fuilin, regarittng whtdi onr tipws to swtue exluot 
diBer. The ntilhor lias (juoted cerdUD ptia.<-iigieB Irotu n foot-nole: of tniiio, jvublitdted tn the Vtli volntue of thts 
Journal of the Rojml Asiatic SocietVp NJS,, p. 420. This is not the place to cDhtrge upon suUoFdinJite InuisilituiE 
of alpluthi^tv extending over some centunes, but 1 wish to esplatii, in Ft'ply to Mr, BurnellV querH*#, thut my 
inference regarding the Turdnian or qiinfsi-Drnvidinu origin of the faf ehorncter of Anoka’s inscriptiotis doe* not 
imply fl copying or imilalion of any given Tamil (i/pAa&fii and (hr less so of ilie moilcrn foim now ciirrcni; my 
object in giving the fcries of the i‘otrniJi/ 3 fiif letters of that alphabet woe lucrely to sliow what Jeiter# wt^re 
required, and what were not reqiurcd, to express owe gronp of Dnividian hmgnagco. I eatimnte Mr. BuitieU'* 
BOrvieea to tlic cau*e of Indian nnhiEology so highly tliat I tiwet ho will do luv! the honour to read what 1 liave 
elBcwhcro uTitten upon theso aubjecia, when he may discover bow little «'c really disagnec on most poiniit, Uiougb 
I certainly should otyect to the cv'idcnco of A 4 oka's Enonumenia, as fontul in two separate sets of characters of 
230 B.C„ IXMwg tried by the test of the Vatfiem, in wbicli die ontlior deiects most points of rcsfimhlatiec to 
iho Sassouiau of the Inscriptions " [of A.D. 226-384] (p. 41), 

As I write a curious item of testimony as to the guiding and aldding iuduenoe of the old Aeoka letters comes to 
as frein Ceylon in the letter on Dr. Goldrehmidt’s report on tlie *• North Central Inscriptions " of that ishmd, 
published in the-Jrod'emp of 20th Novembef 1875, in which b*e aaya, *‘by finding the links between the old 
Indian [i.«, Afokn lAt] alphabet and the modern Sidthnlese, I wbs ouahled, aOer n short time, to deviphiT 
inscriptions of atl ogcB.” 
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of definition equaUy niamtained in the coin of Chashtana (No. 7), where, on the othe* 
lurnd, the Bactrian characters were subordinated and evidently left to the mercies of 
Indian <Ue-cuttcrs trained in the conTentioaal sclioob of their own knd, 

^ It is interesting to observe the conjoint employment of the two local alphabets, 
in concurrence with the fading lines of tlio Greet, and the retention on both these coins^ 
m a subsiding degree, of the Bactrian system of writing which TuprV s its erratic spread, 
into Surdsbtra, following probably the line of the Indus doivmwards from Bhdwalpnr,* 

hitherto the lowest point to which its presence could be traced with anv degree of 
certainty. * 


Chashtaka. 

ho. 7. Silveri weight 23 gr. Uniqttc. —^Legends, ia ihree different characters. 

Mr, Neivtos. 

Obverse. ^King's head to the left, with flat cap and well executed profile. 

Legend, imperfect Greek_ t-j^AXN. 

B^rse,— A c/idifya, composed of superimposed arches, with a demilune capital, 
M avy line below; above a well-defined sun to the right and moon to the left. 

Legend,! in LvDiAS-Phli.— 

‘J I ^ 

JlajtK, mahtiMiUrainud , . . Jati^a jf uirata faitoja—CiTvt sta k i 1 1 

Any attempt at- the decipherment of the Greek legends on these two coins has 
hitherto, perhaps wisely, been avoided. But I have so often found myself indebted 
to numismatic hints, extending even to the right appreciation of single letters, tliat I 
feel bound to put on record even my own short-comings in this instance. The materials 
it will he seen, ai>o not very promismg, but I may mentiou that the accompanying 
Autotype Plate only represents copies of copies§ ; short of the coins themsolves, I have 
Ijefore me first reproductions in electrotype, and photographs taken direct ftom the 
onginab in the possession of Mr. Newton, so that my decipherments mav possibly appear 
in advance of my ostensible illustrative proofs. 


* Seo InMiripliou iif KAiiifitik«, 

t Mr. NewtonV wading of thin legmi, in Juij ISfiS, wu “fiiino MalmkdiitripM# fSTMno’ltifcn 
CbMUnn^ (4Bkf) »mna,» Uo di^ dntm (Ik «iwUtioD of thn name m the BMlrai <Lrw'tL lenernl 

rf 11.. CM. ,r «d CWW b... «u, !,«. roU . . . 1, 

engnivuiga thnt the tinaei of both mkre nw npoatal in Arynn-Pili. Thua thn teganil oh Nnhflo™-s ftrin 

‘rJT \ porhapa C&atmp^ an.1 on Chnahtnoa'a eolTl W..I 

in Tfia Tndiim ami Aiysn nninea «e bwitglit logctber.'WMrn. Bam, Br, R.jts, 

‘Wf** VOJ* Uu p, ClXi- 

t Reposted in DnctrUn-PilL TJu- Hebww ^ will only iaperfectly render ihe adapted Arnu kttew of 
iheir eommon homitic pretotj-po. I hare paintmi tbs eaiuioMata nf ter the intern of MiehaoU. ^ “ 

Ihemaelynabaen takati from nlwtratype wpwdncliona of 
tbo ongiiml which I wii< favoui^l witli hy Mr, Kewtqn some ^ ^ 
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The onljr letters irhich strike the eye, at the first glance, are ANX ahoTe the king’s 
head in No. 7, and in the same position in No. 6, we can trace in coarser oatlines the 
forms of PANN and a possihle T before the P, Reverting again to No. 7, as exhibiting 
the best cut characters though they depart more obviously from normal Greek forms, we 
have a suggestive O after the second N, but the concluding letter or letters are only 
vaguely preserved In either specimen. Tlie next point to determine is whether the 
legend should be assumed to run round the central device in one uniform line, as is the 
exceptional ease in some of the Baetcinn coins,* or whether we should look for a break 
in the continuity, consequent on the insertion of the King’s name at the foot of the bust, 
w’hich is the more constant rule in the Greco-Baefcrian currencies. 

The balance of evidence — apart from the reverse coincident testimony—would 
preferentially lead to the latter conclTision. The opening N in the name of yit/iapfina 
is sufficiently prenounced in its top lines under such conditions j but what then is 
to he said of the prefix to the possible representing in space 6 or 7 letters^ 

and wliat is to lie tmderstood to follow that title to the nglit in the circular legepd ¥ 
These are, perhajjs, qucstiDns that had better be left, for future solution under the 
auspices of l>etter nnmismaiic specimens, but thus mucEi may be indicated from the 
struggling letters which seem to complete the list of titles that they may possibly 
represent in a degraded form SPATIXIOT for or, flfKiiming a still greater 

failing in the local definition of the Greek alphabet, a more directly imperfect rendering 
of the title of UAXlAEflX which commends itself under a closer examination of the 
[>i'ominent letter X which may easily be reduced to an AtS. Greek 

An important braneb of tlie general inquiry here presents Itself as to the course 
and survival of the Greek alphabet in India, which follow'cd the eoiiquering progress 
of the JBactrian Hellenes, as the affiliated alphabet of Semitic origin attended the more 
complete domesticaOon of the Ayran races. The accessoiy incidents dilfered, howc^■er, 
in this I'cspect, that the Greek languago ims reserved more exclusively for the ruling 
classes during their ephemeral sway, though its literal system was preserved in a degraded 
iorm, obviously beyond the duration of the cmrency of the Sciuito-Aryan character. Its 
geographical extension may be defined as nearly parallel to tlint of the Aryan writing 
towards the Gangetic provinces, while it penetrated in a comparatively independent 
identity to the Western coast. It is singular that there is no trace of any solitary 
uiscription in the Greek language in India, which might, however, easily be accounted 
for j but, in its nouiismatic form it remained the leading veliicle of official record, with 
a subsidiary vernacular translation, during more than two centuries under Greek and 
Seytiiian auspices. It was simikrly employed in conjunction with Aiyan legends by 
the Kadphiscs Indo-Scytliians X, figs. 5, ei while the Kaacrid 

Horde \ised it solely and exclusively in the definition of their barbarous titles (Aritrwt 
Auiigunt pis- Xll., XIll., aud XIV.) The gold coins of the latter merge into those of 
our Guptas, but the degraded Greek, as we have seen, gives place to a cidtivatcd type 
of Indian-Pdli letters. 

Alexander’s (Greek) colonies settled in Tmlia must have been both numeroos and 
important^ if as Arrian (Justin, xili. iv.) and Orosius (iii. c.) declare they were erected 

* Antbatebas, Ariana Air/ffua, plutci XL flg. ; U€tiiuid«r, do^, plate IV. dg. I j ApoRodoUis. do., plate 
IVe Gg. 15 j Prinsep’s EfSftyf t pht^a XlV, fig. I f XT^ fig 3. 
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into an independent cliaxge under Python the son of Agenor, on the distribution of the 
proTinces after the death of the conqueror. Later on, we have eyidence of the retention 
of this political organization in the Indo-Greck contingent, under Eudamus, which 
joined Selencu? with horse, foot, and 120 elephants (DM. Sic. xix, 1). 

The mention of Antiochus and the four Greek kings by name,* in the edicts of 
Asoka, would also imply an intercourse more or less free, between the East and the 
classic TV cst, coupled with tlie Incidental vise of the Greek language in states within or 
adjoining Indian boundaries. And the settlement of the Bactrian kings must largely 
have cneonraged the domiciliation of Greek advent urevs and with it the renewed 
continuity of the use of their 

Our coins liare long since testified to the occupation of the districts around JVLathurd. 
by the Bactro-Greeks, and Sanskrit texts have recently established the extension of their 
conquests to SAketa (Oude) and Palibothra (Patna).t 

Incidentally wo leant from the Indian Embassy to Augustus (22-20 B.C.) that the 
ercdentinbi of the eniissafies were written on parchment in the name of 

Porus and in Greek (Jonm. 21. As. Soc. XVII. p. 309), the very mention of the 
employment of skins indicating a custom opposed to Indian predilections. 


* Gi'iier^ Cmiaingliimi luu ktely puliUshed an admintblo Lic-siniile of a t»ortioji of tbe ladJan-F^i lu- 
^ptton IiiJil, (AreAirotoffieaf lirfutri, vol. L p, 347), and nit tmprorod efc-copv of tlio SUT. tablet of Iho 
beaiitic Afoka edict m Kapur-di*glri (rol. V. p. 20 ). Thiw reytsed texte'aro yaltioblo in tbo Bcagrapbical 
,1 * } and tlic clear toon lion ot Antlra is of coiuridcrablc imporiance inUxlttg 

llio C|j»b of a turn nf kiugR about whose period there hos boon jnncli dtwiisaion. 1 hare, tUerefore, tetitatJTolv- 
tmnsiiteralcd ihi* joiiil tens and luklcd the pamUcl fn^pncntnrj- version from Girn^, 

TuAs^iLiTitm'nosfs op the A^ka IsaCBirrioss op K,M’LTii-ni-Grf(i, Kiialsi, ash Gnutiii. 

t. Atqiitr-di-atH. Aniivokn uaitifi Ywia r*j« pwaj, eba tennn Anlivokonn eliatum |||| mjano Traremayo 
3 AntiTognjiAma Vontt . Jaji cha tona Aniiyo . na ebatati + Iqjaiio Tuktiiayc 

3 . Grrsdr. . Yoftn mja paom elm tcnn , , . ebapteoa [aw] rojaao TnnimaTO 


1. A', 

2 . AX 

3 . G, 

1. A'. 

2 . AA. 

3 . G. 


llama Anlikiiia tiaiuA Mdika 
inhna Antokina . . iiatna . , Mika . 
clift Antakana . . <4m, , , Magd . 
Avatn TambupiimJytt hcvaminevaiuhena 
Avain Tnmbapaiiiya bcvaniCTdlicTamcvd 


UBiiii AlikaBanilnro naatn nichom Cboda. Pauda, 
nima AJikyasailali! afima aicham Choda, Ptindiyii, 
*lhn ... . . , ^ 

raja t^ahatid) Yonntn Kamboyesha Niblin Ka 
. , lajd Vipliuiavivsl Yoiia Kaitibojaaii Nabba Ka 


1. A", nabhatina tlhojatii Piti Nikeshii, Andrapolidcsliu uvatnm , , 

2. AA- ndblia Pantiwi nhoja Piti Kikesa Adbapikidcsa liavata . 

• ‘ • ■ . adbepirandeAn savata , . 

Under the Ek^haal at Kiah,% Gajatcmre? ot tAf/ool o/rAe A7//. Mt at Gtradr : Sveto M savaloka 
KukhdbJiro nnraatii. 

t -Tlren the vicireidv valiant Greeks, after redwdag .SAkcla (Av»n.ya, Gir,/r>, PancluiLn.o,mlre and 
.Malbof,^ will remb (ur fake) Ki.^fliuarlhvaja (PalibctliraJ; Pu*i.i«iii,re tTbbboiUra) being rwetnsl (or t«tcaj all 
jirevioees ^11 bt> lU d!«>rder. ,iiido«bie<lly." . . « The fior«h-fightii.K Greeks will act Slav in Madlivad^ j 
tbere will bo a cruel, dreadful war in their own klngiloiE.*- ... -It appears iiml for a lime ^fter the Gmks a 

Dr. Kero, frem the YiiBapaniva of the Gargi.^nliti 
||(|, 3 d, 38 , 3 ,t; Im 1 refaw lo the Sr*Aai SanAitd (Calculia, UiAtiofArea fndicn, 1865). Tilt Yusapiiraiui is 
aSMgned by Dr. Kcni |o B.C. SO. " We thus »eo iluii PaUnjali livtvl in tb# reign of Pti^hpamitra " nod *' w« 
11™ soe tJiat wh«t tU^ ^inn of the wm writteo. a Foretuo king (Sfenanderl) ha.1 laiil siege to 

; rrto Pilalipittm." P«rcssor Bhand.rkar, Indian A. 

" ^ and likewtse Professor Weber, in Iin/isn Anti^ary, i. 173 179 no/e 030. 

II. Sfl, 143 1 Golds Incker PifjrVr', 2W; Babn Kajendralila, Jo«r». As. .W. 1874, p. 363 . ’ ’ 
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Could wo relv ii^pon the statoroents of Apollonius of T^na, they would carry us still 
fiu^her towards the proof of the extended currency and survival of the Greek Lin^iage 
in India up to A.D. 50. We are suppos«l to discover Phraotes, king of Taxila, conversing 
fluently in titat tongue, and larchus, chief of the Sophoi, is said to welcome his visitor 
" in Greek in like maimei* certain villagers are reported oonventionally, and without 
effort, or pretence, to liave used that form of speech. (Jaurti. B. At, iSoc. vol XVII., 
pp, 78, 81, 00.) TMs might perchance explain the unusual occurrence of so many 
numismatic examples of legends couched in cuirent-hand Greek letters as opposed to the 
ordinary or what we term uncial capitals of monumental Greek, which gradually fell out 
of use about this period {Ariana Anfiqno^ Pi. XIV., figs. 12,13), and finally merged 
into the unintelligible jumble of other Scytliic examples discovered on Nos. 16 and 17 of 
the same plate, 

If the decipherment of the four most prominent letters “ PANN ” of the Greek 
legends in the allied coins of Nahapana and Ghashtona proves correct, it may open out 
several new lines of inquiry as to the status and position of Chashtana and his con¬ 
temporaries ; and in the enlarged numismatic associations, establish connecting links, 
both epochal and geographical, that wo have hitherto scarcely dared to speculate upon, 

A short time ago Mr. Percy Gardner, of the B,M., pul^lislicd a representative coin of 
a 8aka king named *'Heraiis,” of which tho folloiving wood-cut is a fac-siniilc, with his 
appended description, originally printed in the Nammnaiio Chronicle, 



UxBAijs, 9 a KA Ki.vo. 


No. IV,* Silver. B.M. 

Obverse,—^' Bust of a king, right, diademed and draped i border of reels and heads 
Eeveuse.— ITIAXNOTNTOS HIAOT 
SAKA 
KOIIANOT. 

(Tupaift'wJvTos 

A king, right, on horseback; behind, Nike, crowning him."* 

Tlie assignment of this piece to Ilemils has been objected to by General Cun¬ 
ningham, who claims its attribution to tho well-known king “Mauas,*' whoM? coins 
cover a large range both in number and variety of types, t It is quite true that the 


• Xttmitmaiif Chroniete XIV., N. S. p. 161 . 

t Genera] CuEtDiiighAni the ms MTAtOT KOfFANOT, Sec ChronKtr^ jx 

CotoiicL Pearsio* ILA-, a Nmali stiver eoin^ dtBplikyijig tlii? bead in idtuiiical form with llie ontlino 

in the wood-ent. Tbe revereo type disclosis aii erett figure* to the Irft^ with two pmlJel Jegemh* m 

ybMTjUi Greeks the leading liiie!^ iriVA /Ac Ii ttitiogether uultitelHglbb, but Its irentral lettem rnnge » atATIN^ 
Tlic second line ^ves a oeai^r Bppiwc!i to ^ lU a ■possible lohiiJ followed the 

letters i a icv, 

illW.) rpl 
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imperfectly defined designation miglit be read as tbougU tbe additional second 

letter in the name is against sncli a renilering.* * * § •• 

But the difference in the style of the legends and the typical details of the piece seem 
to separate it from all other published examples of Mauas’ money, and to connect it, in a 
marked manner, ivith the Parthian rather than the Partho-Bactrian section of the 
occupying conquerors of India. 

To commence with the indications furnished by the legends, the imiisuai form of 
the kingly title BASIACTONTO:^ BASIAECN which we now understand to imply 
direct administrative exercise of power, under the confessed authority of an imperial 
supeiior,t appears for the first and only time in the Parthian mintages on a coin of 
Arsaces XIT, Plirahates III., B.C, 70-60, which may, as General Cunningham suggests, 
indicate his position as joint or suh-king under his father, in charge of a prOTince of the 
empire, in contrast to the BASIAEQ^ BASJAKI2N4 wliich he, suljsequently, insisted 
on BO emphaticAlly in liis correspondence wdth Pompev.§ 

The first example of the use of the term I1A5IA ETOXTOS among the Indo-Parthian 
currencies occurs on a coin of Gondopbares eimilar to No. B, (Prinsep, voL II, p. 215), [| 
which is repeated on the money of Arsaces (Prinsep, vol, II. p. 217, and Jo wr», As, Soc, 
Senff a It vol. XI, p, 135), The coins of Msuas, on the other hand, appear to coniine 
themselves to the ordinary legends of BAiilAEii:;, BASlAEflS BASIAEflN, and 
BAiilAEQS BASlAElliV MErAAOT MATOT.^f 

iloreovcr on no occasion do they display the title of K0IPAN02, still less that 
of the nttiqite definition of tlie albimportant SAKA of the coin of Hcraiis. 

The pmctical question then presents itself, as to whether this departure from ordinary 
routine, in the case of Gondophares and Arsaces, does not imply a recognition of the 
Imperial power held hy the n&fnitutl head of the family in Persia, and co-rcLatively 
whether the employment of the nearly pamlld fonn of TTPANNOTXTOS docs not 
in like manner, indiixite merely executive administration and allegiance to a distant 
suzerain? The K01PAX02 the dictionaries tell us, is simply a synonym of TTPANN02,* • 
and wc know that tlie Parthlans were eccentric in their selection of Greek titles, the 
force of w’hich they, perhaps, did not always comprehend, so that wo must not criticise, 
too closely, any titles a SaXrnt whose stili more vague ideas of Greek filtered through such 
dubious choimelsj may have chosen to adopt. 


* Thi' BftcltiAii-Pdli r^tnlrruig of tLu oti tLp coioA h biwiiiM^ wblcb liaa boon iwiutitod 

to cotTMjioiid »iiL tlie Inscriptiou definition of Mo^am ; jti* ante. 

t 4f0'Mi‘N. JL At, Jiae. Tol. XX. p. 123; XuututttfiHe CjtnoiuVA^, (My orticle,) toI. 11. N, S. p. 196^ ntid 
Gcacnl CuuningbitiuV nrtide, vol. IX. N, S. p. 29. 

I Mr. Litwlsaif renwk*, «ihe lido of BAIIASns BaXiaIon nppeurs on llio coitia of Amces XII. for the 
first time since (its disuse sftcr) the reign of Arsoeea VI."—C«».» o/ fie Parthiant, Cork, 1852, p. 21. 

§ Plutereh inFompey, § fiS; Dio iXss.CBp. XXXVll, § 6 j Lbdaay, pi. 21; Ba^Ilnsop, p. J4S, 

I This exnmplu is u yet unpu1i1i>tbcd. The «om belongs 1o Sir H. Dryden. 

% PritiMp's JStmyt, vot IL p. 300f Ariam Aniigati, p. 3W. 

•• “ Ti?;iaw*f strictly Dor. for from xlpn, ft hrd, matter," The oUltors hdd, “ the term rtlber 

regards the way tn which tlie power was gained than how it wm exercitedj being applied to tbo roili Piaia* 
itolue, hot not to the deqiotic hin^ uf Persia.'—Liddell oad Scott. The aaeieut Fergitioiji tntist have beon fully 
coDTcnumt with the oso and meaning of the term, in the *Ex>Js™M/ifr iih of Darius, referrea to by 

Herodotus IV. cap. 137, who dtowhero seems to admit that its interchaEge with was optional and 

unimportant. 
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Ifc is m regard to the typical details, however, that the coatiast between the pieces 
of Mauas and Heraua is most apparent. Manas has no coins with bis own bust among the 
infinite vaiietv of his mint devices; nor has A^as, who imitates so many of hia emblems. 
But. in the Gondoplmies group, we meet again with busts and uncovered heads, the h^ 
being simply bound by a fiUet, in which arraugement of the bead-dress Pakores, with bis 
bushv cutIg," follows suit. But the cmcial typical test is f mmished by the siuafi bgu^ o 
Tioto^ crowning the horseman on the revei-se, wMeh is so special a characteristic of the 

Pai'tliian die illustration. . 

We have frequent examples of Angels or types of victory extending regal fiBcts m 

the Bactrian series, but these figures constitute as a rule the main device of the reverse, 
and are not subordinates! into a comer, as in the Parthian system. Tlie first appearance 
of the fiUet in direct connexion with the king’s head in the Imperial scr.^ occurs on the 
coins of ArsacesXIV, (B.C. 54^37). where the crown is liome by an (^le.tbut 

on the reverses of the copper coinage, this duty is already confided to t o winge^ figure o 
Victory.! itrsaces XV., Pbrahates IV. (37 B.C.-4 A.D.). continues the eagles for a time 
hut progresses into singlef and finally into double figures of Victory eapr to crown bun, 1| 
as indicating his anceesses against Antony and the annexation of the kingdom of Media.^F 

Henceforth these winged adjuncts are discoitinued. so that, if we are to si^ for the 
prototype of the Heraus coin amid Imi>erial Aisacidan models, wc are closely bmited m 
point of antiquity, though the possibly deferred adoption may be less siisceptib e o 

Supposmg this adoption, however, to have been contemporancons. the dates B.C. 37 
to A.D. 4 ivill mark the ago of Herans, whereas iloaa is speculatively assigned to a muc i 
earlier period.** But we must await the authoritativo determination of many inter- 
national oomplicaUous in the annals of Western Asia before we tan venture to draw 
definite inferences from the typical devices of the border-land of India. 

I feel that no apology is needed for still further breaking the con lum y o ^ 
leading subject of tliis paper by the introduction of a rare and important ^ of com5, 
which appear, in a measure, to ho connected with the unique piece of Hera , 

their Parthian peculiarities are associated with seemingly Indian forms of costume, whic 
our friends in the Western Pmideney may perclumcc identify, and further s^e 
new numismatic specimctis to aid a final decipheimcnt. Though Bussia ms u 
contributed the best of our examples,t+ several have been traced to the lines of the wer 


• I see ihftt the French nuraiifnijitists quote the coins of Paeornii 1- Ooint king iinchr his fallit r Orotltfu ), 

which follow woitwn modets. These wins cihibil the- figure of \nctoiy 

t o/rAr FMm, Cork, ia52, ,.l, nl. fig. 2, pp. 146-170 > IV.sor ^ 

pi. LXVIII. fig. 17. 

\ fS, ph m. fig V. fig. 4. pp. 148,170 •. Trifor de Nmutmatiyuf, pL LXVUl, fig. 18 1 pi. LXfS. fig.o. 
I /Airf., pi. HI. figs. 61-63. 

Lindsnr, P. 37 ! BnwlinSOfl, The fSrih .VoHftreht/, p. 182 . -nl tT 

•* Wilfloii, 100 B.C. i L«!«n, ISO B.C, i OnaniogbaiiJ, ufior 126 before 103 B.C. t Prinsep - If t 


173, 


tt II y a quelqacfl semiunea qn’en Ruuio (nu gonTcmeinwit do Perm) n Ate ddcaoTWI ^ ‘ 

I>ron2e renfemant qnntrc monBsics eo ugent, doni j'si rhonncBr vobb euTeytsP « 

” A jeger d'apres le type dc «» mnotwies je Btnus tcntA dn lea nltributir h qflciqno ™ ' ^ . 

an ^ ..a aa« —™ 

nittrt* one moDimii dn Tncme conteniiit quelfiue* moiiojinf?! ( 
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Indu9^ localiti^ trluch^ as far as maj be gathered, cannot be far remoTed, from the site 
of issue of the coins themselves. 

These coins^ whatever grade in Eastern history may bo finally assigned to them, are 
of considerable typical iJii|jortance in opening out an entirely fresh field of nuniisniatiG 
research. I must admit, however, that liitherto my success in their decipherment has 
not been commensurate with the hold outhnes and apparent clearness of tlieir legends. 
Nevertheless, I have not hesitated to put on record what little 1 have been able to unravel, 
and to follow out more largely the associations involved in the die-devices, with the aim 
of drawing attention to this promising subject of investigation, and in advocating a 
renewed search for similar specimens in public and private cabinets ;• as it is well 
known that a single letter, on many a dei'aci?d piece, will often give the clue to a legend, 
comparatively complete in itself, but still wanting in the touch of legible vitality. While 
in the preliminnry stage, I must frankly promise, that, though, in this ease, almost 
every typical coincidence points to a neai‘ association with the Parthians in Bactria, or, 
preferentially, with their spread in more directly southern and western localities, the 
leading geographical evidence tending to a similar conclusion; yet the authoritative 
reduction of the omamenfal scroll over the horse’s loins (in No. V.) into the Kufic 
word would fatally reduce the epocli in point of time. The unknown letters on the 
wnu^n, at the foot of coins Nos. VI., VII,, VIII., Imve, moreover, suspiciously current 
or cursive appearance, and, certainly, do not accord with the stiff and formal outlines of 
the freely legible JIalka, in the oficning letters of the variety of Syriiic hei'c employed. 
We have too many striking instances, in the series of Indiau and quasl-Indlan coinages, 
of the indigenous faculty of imitation, and aptitude in the reproduction, of fixed and 
accepted designs, at times persevered in, meclmnically, tiO all trace of the original 
fades Ijcfore the eye and vanishes into thiu air; so tiiut tj'pical resemblances and even 
close and sccraiugly immediate copies can hardly be held to prove wiiat they would 
establish under other and less exceptional circumstances. Hence we may yet liavo 
to surrender the choicest of our specimens, in tliis limited list, to stand as a subdued 
monument of Babrdin Gor’s visit to India, or as a still more modern sign and 


bj»uitine« dTI^nu'liud 4>t du son liL« C'otiAtantin. Puls Joa letum qti’cm voit sur ccs caoiiimies different do celles 
^bi 6<> trouvoitt sur Iixs looniuiios inilo>S(!^tbo 9 ,” 


• Siflco iliwto illiistraim'* wfxtd^snta first roMihod nuv r win $ijnilivr in gononl cbiLract«nsiioa to Nos. V,, VT., 
VII., Iins lieo« foiiud in tbr mllectioo ofGcncTnl AliboU, notiiiirHl in the HtmdmdUitricts ofthcFaDjnii, which Inw 
rocontly tHson nddod to tbn NnniisnwtJc Tren.'^ums of tht* Indin OHiw, Tlio piece in qucstioii, though it wn- 
triipuios aothlo" to onr hnon'tcilgc in tbo tntUler of typist nr lo^ndo, gives very significmit hints iu the dirootion 
of identities of nictal which, in tin* greiisj nlioy, opens out niincml sdi] geologieni i^oanexioos ivijb Antcliotinn 
atKl other Nickol-usiug nntionalilios. S.» Apollonius of Tynna, qnotoil in Journ. li, M. Soc>, vol. XVD. 
PP> 72. 77 i Stmlw, bk. X\, ii. § Kt, bk. XV. cap. iii, | 14, nnd bk. XV, c»p. i. ^ I3S; PliD^r, Xaf, Hist., 
bk. XXXIV, cap. JL (f 2, Anrli-bnleutn, '< fino copper," Orlctilifuic, Caiduciumf), and bk. XXXVII, dip. idu. j 
Marco Polo, cnp. XIV., XX, f ami in tliwe days Xenrick's P&truifia, p. 20© i Genertd A. Cunninglinm, A««iw- 
wn/ic C/tromrit,X.S. Vol. VIII. p, 279, etc. f with Dr. W. Flijrfit, i&'rf., p. dOdHind My/ niWoh /FfijA/s, 
p. 43, 


I tknve lau'ly tn^o fitvourcil with tivo new examples of this doM of wjo—tho ono froio the Royal ealiinDt of 
Copeiihogon, uiul n new piew from ITiey nniat both be placed, typic.<tlly, before- No. VI., ns'the Jiorsenyin 

is tJinre on the move, nnd tJio goneml execution of tho die# approaches nonrer to tjio ptyle of Xo. V. BotJi 
coins show very ebbontle honfe-tmpjnng!:, with llie quiver full of arrows behind the right ihigU of the rider, The 
legends in front of the profile, on the obwr#e, sieein to follow Pelilvi tracijigs, Inji they are do more dellnitively 
kgible iLiiii the imroll on No, V.; atnl ihu revewe Irgcnd?- fail to add anything to otir previous knowledge. 
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symbol of llubaininad bin KAsim’s first Arabian settlement on tbc banks of tbe 
Lower Indus, 


No, T,* SilTer. Musin Asiaxiqite, St. Peteusbourg. 



There is little or no trace of pure Parthianism in these devices, except in the 
peculiar tooling of the neck onrament.* The obverse head would almost seem to 
represent a young Indian-hom Greek, who was so far reconciled to local customs m to 
cultivate with sivaven cheeks a small moustache, and to recognise the manifest 
advantage of a turband. The cecentric eagle crowning the rider on the reverse may, 
possibly, imply a newly erected kingdom, or a more moderate extension of ancient 

boundaries, • . 

The free action of the horse recalls the attitude of the front charger of the c assic 
Dioscuri of Eucratidcs, or the single light horseman of the Baktrian Philoxeues ,'f' hut, 
here, the huntsman supplants the warrior, and the seat and saddle, and even the hoi'se 
itself, if truly designed, arc Indian, in ideal and execution, rather than imitations of Greek 
designs. The dog (if such it l)o)J is, also, an innovation upon any hitherto rccogmscd 
mcdallic device. The use of the distinctive adjunct of the eagle placing a chaplet on 
the king's brow, as we have seen, was derived, in the first instance, by the rarthiaus from 
Homan teachings j it appears on the coins of Phraates TV'. and liridatcs II. (B.C. 37),§ 
but soon gives way to the more natural winged figure of victory'. The legend on the 
obverao I am as yet unable to decipher, but I must add, that I have neither seen this 
particular coin, nor even obtained rubbings or impressions of it. Tlie curious orna¬ 
mental scroll over the crupper of the horse has been read by my friends in St. Pcterebuig, 
who have sent me this wood-block, as the Arabic term “excellence, nisdoni, but, 
though such an interpretation migiit he put upon the letters as they appear in the 
wood-cut, I should not at present he disposed to concur in any such rendering, though I 
must confess tliat the word in front of the king’s profile looks more like ei^iic and 
comparatively modem Sassanian Pehlvi than any other stySe of writing of ivlxich I have 


knowledge. 


* Tlie letter# on the Pertli'mn Jtn; wliJU wo nhonM eoU nnil-hfluiled (net arrow-hofiiicd), i.r., ihe 

clumcters, of being ent oat ftnit injjik on the die, in eoDtinuoitu line?, niv piwiaewl y ft seriE* o o c 

drilleii in eonseeiitii'O order npon the gcnoml nuiUne of ibo ieiiur, ami coimecttHi nicfo op Ics* e esi y >y tiiinw 
Bttnehtng link#. On the coin lUelE iheoe eluJa »Uuiil nji like tlit* ooil-Uciuls on ft wcL-iunde m&lHBVftl cliwT. A 
flimitnr eystem of dotting the knillog outiines of the letters wiw in fitTonr nmoug tlwj Indo-Seyi nuns m n u, 
ntitboriiativo ink^traeing could by till# mrans he ftiJJewed, mcciwuicftlly, with great exactw ere » 
line mifftit. nnAvr ilu* I'iii’iimstajafies, boTc snittlv oroTcd dilHeull nud deltulvo. 



pi, XV. Ilg. I. 

^ It DlAV poiisibly be the fpn] fallowing tike nure. 


5 Longptrier, pi. IX. iigs. 3. 9t pL X. figs. S, 7 i TJodHiy, pi. LH. flg*. SC, 57, 
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Tliis coin and tho tvro siiocootling' specimens present us Tfitli more distinct Fartliian 
identities, Tiie Jiead-dress on the obyerse would, at first sight, appear to have nothing 

No, Tl.-X- Silver. Cabinet or Comte Stboganoee, 



in corDmon with the ordinary upright Tiara helmet of the Imperial dynasty; but, 
though the local turhand is retained in a somewhat reduced and modified shape, the 
scroU-likc ornament at the tox), so seemingly exceptional, can he readily traced to an 
association with the crest jmttern first introduced by Pliraates 11. (B,C, 136-126) and 
maintained in occasional use by Sanatroeces* * * § (B.C. T T-'TO), finding favour among the local 
kings of Edessa,t and appearing, in a less formal design, on the Eastern Parthian coins 
of Sanabares^ 2)- The boracman, on t tie reverse, is a close copy (even to the details 

of tlie double-thonged wliip and occasional bookeii-^/^^^^^s, or subdued elephant-goad,) 
of the charger, whieli continued to furnish the standard device of so many monarchs 
of the Parthian race in Scytho-Bactn'a, typified in tlie devices of Gondophares, Abdaga^es, 
Arsaccs, &c., whoso dates are rouglily assumed at from about B.C. 26 to 44 A.D.; and, 
singular to soy, we liave on example of a nearly similarly outlined horse in the PartMan 
Imxieriat scries propei'r on tlie money of Artabanns III. (on a coin d^ted in A.B, 13), 
where the unkempt hair around the front face of the monarch, typical, perhaps, of the 
rude fashion prevailing amid the camps and tents of tho Dahte, nearly fills one surface 
of the coin, while his charger on the reverse, either in bone or limb, may ihu'ly claim 
kindred with the stud-bred representatives of the Baktriaii stables.§ 

The physiognomy of tho king on tho obverse of Nos. VI.^ VIL, VIII., bears no analogy 
to the conventional Parthian portraiture, but is clearly derived from Tndifnn ideals of the 
human face. The almond eye, the slight moustache, and the smooth-shaved rounded 
joad, ail associate themselves witli Eastern models, ranging from the Kodes coins of 
Sistdnfl on the one side, to the Surfishtran pieces of the Sdli kings,T and tlic tyxies special 
to the Guptas.** Hence, in admitting local infiuence in the composition of the profile, 
wc must infer, either an entire sarrender of Parthian predilections, a faeilc concession to 
indigenous art, or a confession of fealty by the cstablislied dynasty, and their recognition, 
ns local rulers, by a Parthian Suzerain. Among the minor indications may be notiecd 
the germ, or possibly, according to the age eventually to be a.ssignod to the coins them¬ 
selves, the later development, of the Sassanian broad floating fillet, together with the 


• LoogiH^riQr, V. figs. 7, 8,9; pi, Vll. flgs. ^ 5. 

I Hftycr, Hittoritt 0*rAorna, Alij^s (iar*, p. 130. 

t Longpuricr, pL XH. fig. 4 ; My Sbsshduui InscnpibiM, p. 121 t FriiiMp'a Eua^s, roL IL p. 215, note. 

§ Viseoiiil, lean. Grequt^ pi. L. No. 2 i Lo&gpi^iier, pi. XTI. fig. 9, 

I Prinsop's EiMtSfh vol, I, p. 337; yoL II. p. 203, pL XTTI. tigs. 1 J, 12 p ArUma AnHqvtt, pi, tS. figs. 1-5 ; 
Cknmiele, vol. IV. NJS. p. 210. 

IT PrinjM'p’« vol. IL p. M i Journ. fi. At. Soc., 1850, Tol, XU, pis. I. IL p, T2, 

•• Joum. At. Soc. aiul Frinsop's Ettatft, toL IJ. pi. XXX VIT. Not, 16, 17, &c., tHpra. 
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(Crescent in front of tlie head-dress, which, though esscntiallr Sassanian, was not eiolusively 

so, as the Guptas alike affected the symbol.* 

One of the grounds for preferring the later date for these coins couasta in the fact, 
that the shnilitudes of the wave ■ of the curl and general arrangemeat of the crest are 
undoubtedly closer, and more marked between the comparatively suhsequeat Parthian 
issues of Pacorus Il.f and Vologeses IV. (A.D. 148-190)4 than those of the primary 
patterns employed by Phraates II. and Sanatroeces; and the elegant leaf*scroU, pendant 
from the Imhak turhand of Nos. VI. and VH., finds a curious and almost exact counter¬ 
part in the ornamental fall at the back of the Partliian tiaro introduced by the sanr^ 
Vologeses IV.,§ and revived or retained in use by Vologeees VI„11 and Artavaades^ 
with wliom the iVxsacidflJi dynasty became finally extinct* But, here again, we must 
cautious how we pronounce in favour of any definite period for these fashions, or 
pretend to determine priority of usage, which may have been dependent upon so n^y 
contrasted motives—old institutions, recent conquests, or pervadmg provincial designs, 
which would necessarily repeat themselves in the outlying portions of conterminous 
territories. 

Nos. VII. VIII .-X- Silver. CAUiNii:!' of Comte Stbogawoff. 



The monogram, at the hack of the horseman on the reverse,^ offers another instance of 
the strange modifications ancient devices were liable to he subjected to, in the hands of 
artists who, probably, did not comprehend the intent and meaning of the prototype. I 
have felt some diffidence in identifying the odd jumhle of lines on No. V. as a reproduction 
of the Parthian eagle ■ hut, in truth, the original designs on the Imperhd mintages, 
did not contribute any very exact delineation of the form of the sacred bird, and the 
Indian copyist may have been even less instructed in ornithology and less oonveisant 
with the flight of eagles than the Western designers while his owii local imitatoi-s may 
well have failed to detect a likeness he himself vras incompetent to give effect to. Be this 
' as it Jway, tlie symbol or device on VI,> Vll., and VIII- bas clearly arrived at the 
monogrammatic stage, though quaint traces of the bird’s bead are still to lie detected on 
Nos, VI, and VII. The monogram, in its advanced form, m assimfiat^ to several designs 
in established favour with neighbouring dynasties j in its lower limbs it singularly acMrds 
with the special symbols or crypto-monograms employed by Eadpluses, Kanerki and 


* JoHm. H. At. ,SW. vol XII. pi. II. figs. *9. 4^, Ariana Anlii^ua, pi. XV. figfl. IT, 18 ; PriDsep's 
pL XXVII. 

f Longperior, pi. XV. fig. 6. 

j JSirf.* pL XVL fig. Jl. T<t 14 

§ Loogpirier, pL XVl. fig. 11; pi. XVII. %. 7; Trisor dt yumismntiqttf, pl- XM- «1!*- "* 

LLniltay, pl. VI, fig. 2S. 

I LoDigpcricr, pl. .XVTTI, fig, 6; Lladuj, pl. VL fig. 31, ^ 

T Longp^rier, pi. XVIU. fig. 11 j My Stutaniatt luteriptienf, London, 1868, p. 12'- 
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oerki (Kaiiishka andIJovisbka)* * * § ; wliile,mits central, upper portion it approaches nearer 
to the Indo-Sassanian tj'pical design, which occupies the entire coin reverse, as depicted in 
pi. XVII. fl?. 20 of "Wilson's Ariana AnHquatf and otherwise, in general characteristics, 
it has much identity with the ordinary mystic diagrams of the Sassanian seals J; but 
Jot i thi^e latter may merely represent continuous imitations or developments of an 
abiding ideal, furnishing a d:ccd point of departorc, which, varied in its minor details, 
acceding to the ruling conceptions or acquired tendencies of the nation, under the 
religious teaching dominant at the moment. 


Ifo, IXrif- Copper, ilusde Asiatique, St. Pdtersbourg. 



The obverse head, in tliis instance shows a considerable amount of degradation, 
even from the imperfect models, ivhich it clearly follows. The variation in the reverse 
device is of moment, not only as removing tlie mintage from any very close conneidon 
with ita predecessors, hut as shadowing forth tt possible change in locality. The symbol 
which occupies the field belongs to one of tlie many forms of the Indian Trif^itia, or 
tri<lcnt, of Sira,^ which crops up upon so many occasions amid the emblems of the East 
and the It cst, and wliicli acquues an importance in the present inquiry, on account 
of the proinineucc similar devices will i>e seen to liold in collaterai issues.|| 

Having completed the incidental references to the Ximiismatic devices, I have to 
encounter the more difficult task of explaining the purport of legends. 

Those illiterate savages, the I’arthians, finding themselves, amid the chances of 
conquest, so often domesticated as alien rulers; in tlie absence of any alphabet of their 
own, veiy wisely accepted the casual varieties of writing current in the localities in 
which lliey held sway. Among the leading and more important systems thus adopted 
the following may he enumerated:— 

1, Greek, which was taken over as part and parcel of the Court and Official 
language, prevailing in the dominions of the iSoteucidse, about 255 B.C. 

2. Baeirian, or the special adaptation of a normal Semitic alphabet for the 


• .Jrifliifl .Mfuti. t»l. X. fig. o I pi. XL fig. 16 i pi. XIV. %. i; nnd pi. XXIL Ka 155, w 
t pL XVIL 21. 

X JiMirn. It.M. Soe.yoL Xtll. p. 425, tt tty.,- MotdtiHfiiiH Jb64, Ko#. 63, 101, 124, I40y 

LajAnl. Cufirdt .WrAw, pL X., immcrous eiamplw, bat tepecaiHj No. 13. Also plotra XLV flc*. 1 2 4 5 
8, 15, and plate LI V. figs, t, 6, 7, 8, 9-16^ 19. 20, 21, * • - « 

§ See com.-s of K«dpbiM« (lOS B.C.)? Aritma AiitifUii, pi. X, figs.5, 12, i?., and of Eiuierki, pL XIL 
fig. 4} Ootrki, pi. XIV, fig. 14. 

I See coini No. XL.)f, &c., and note, p, 47, infra. 
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dcfinitiou of an Axyan tongue, which ii'as largely developed in India about B.C. 2^50, 
but which first appears upon Parthian coins, only in 110 B.C* 

3. Various forms and modifications of PhoEiiician and Aramsean, employed on 
coins of an imitative type of the Tetradrachms of Euthydemus of Bactria (now assigned 
to Characene) of nn certain date; and other survivals of an. old type of Syriac, such as 
that found on the coins of Edessa, and in allied branches of coinage of indeterminate 
locality. 

4, The double alpliabets of the ancient Pchlvi, discriminated as Chaldeean and 
Sassanian, which intrutlc among the Greek legends of the Imporial series so early as 
A.B. 2f and which finally supersede the Greek itself in the official I'ocords of Western 
Asia about the third century, A.D. 

I release my Indian readers &ota the dry details of any attempted identification of the 
hybrid letters of which the coin legends V.-VIII. arc composed, and simply say that I 
c an only decipher nith any pretence to certainty, the word for jlfolio, which 

commences in front of the head of the horseman, and is to be read from the om/otWc of 
the piece. The succeeding letters seem to belong to a different alphabet, and the utmost 
I %^enture to guess at is something appioocliing the sounds of S'/miAocA or SAemavA,* on 
fig, V,, which interpretation, however, is seriously shaken hy the almost modem Arabic 
style of tho lettei-s on VI,, VII., and VIII., which might be taken for ^ or 

I now revert to the largely interrupted serial succession of tUe local Sfih kings of 
Surdshtia, of whose coins, however, I propose to give merely typical examples. 


Il^ABAUArrA. 

No, 8. Silver* B,M. 

Obverse.—^T lie typical and " numismatically ” emstant SAb head, in profile. 

Legend, imperfect, with vague outlines of the Greek characters.—A C C IY 

Reverse, —^The conventional CAffitya. 

Legend.—^ 

/id/no Ma^rapftsa rar*Aa 

(FartAa j^rafAame, in “ tho first year " of his reign ?) 

It still continues an nue^lained mystery, why the coins of the XVI, king iu Sir. 
Newton’s serial list, p. 29, should deport from the established custom of inserting a date 
at the commencement of the Greek legend, and supplant it by a new form of regnal date 
at the conclusion of the monarch’s titles and designations in the focnl ebaraefor on the 
reter$e. 


• Chath ? Rcin*«i4 ^i**^*-. PP* 126^ 147. 176} Vw’flw/f, «1.1, p. 342 i A'in-i- 

AJebad, v^. H. p. 146 i EII»tV#K«r«w#«t, p, 138 rl Jtry.f Jbwr)*. H. At. J5w. toL XU, p. 341- 
(HS«.) [O] 
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Tuata Sin. 

Ivo, 9, Silver. fioYAL Asiatic SociETr. (Dates, acconlmg to local ciistoii], 140 

to 154) 

Obverse,—S& li head as usoal. 

Greelc kgead, imperfect,—, . . IIVIIOIICVA 

Date behind the head, expressed in ancient Indian nu»ie?‘ai following the 

initial I, 154 Confirmatory dates, 142 (ilr. Preeling’s coin)/ and 153 (B,1L coin). 

Reverse.— CAaifya, half-moon and a duster of nine stais. 

Legend,—AI "bV •ivi firsra ttsjV ^fTiir rrr 

IbijHo flioAf i::tAatrttpata l^ju^a Sdiutsa, lidjw auiM JCjthtstntpata Dtimd Sdhata paiTata. 


D.A3LA JaTA SritAH. 

No. 10. Silver. Rotaa Asiattc Society. 

Obverse,-T he usual Sdli head. 

Legend, illegible. Date, in ancient ciphers, l*7,f 

Reverse.— Chaii^a^ half-moon and cluster of four stars. 

Legend visible on this coin.— ... TnjV RTT 

Pull legend restored.— maU Ddmdjain SHijai, E4j,io m^hd 

Sih&irapttsa Dd^id Sdhu-ptitra6<t. 


KiTRiRA Gupta. 

Sanrdshtran Series. 

No, 11. Silver, Burgess. 

Obverse. The standard SdU liead, but much corrupted in the die eiecutioE. 

Reverse.— ^Thc goddess EdmaH, apparently imitated from the Eastern type of that 
deity, found on Kum^*s gold coin. No. 5, Proving, in effect, the purport, liitherto un¬ 
suspected, of the original design, which is so strangely distorted in all other cotemporary 
Issues. Cluster of six stars, as in the Sdh coins, but located in a new position in the 
lower portion of the field, 

Legend.*-qT^ *IRmrfVTT>f ^ ^ITT ^ 

Paroma BAapavata MahardjadAirdJa ^riKuwara Gupta Mahindnidilpti. 


* Mr. Newton gives iudepcndenl fafriiiioaM of ihe liaten 140 ud 154, Journ, Rom. Rr, R, As. Soc toL V3I 
p- 28. 

t There ie uiothet doahtfol di>W, of 1*4, on Dr. Seepheiuai’s oob. 
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Ko. 15. Silver. IIe.. BrnjGEas. 

Obverse. —^The usual imitation of tiie typical Sih profile. 

He VERSE.—one degree less recoguisablo tban in No* 11. Cluster of six 
stars, in tho old position, above and to the right of the central figure. 

Legend as in No. 11. Legible portion .—Tarama BhagaxxtUt l£akti .... kttidra* 
ditya. 

No, 13. Silver, Me. Burgess, 

Obverse. —A totally new style of treatment of the typical Sib head, shown in the 
sensual air, thick-necked profile, short curled moustache, and altered form of ear-ring. 

Legend in harbarous Greek.—O NONO O, constituting a corrupt rendering of firag- 
ments of the standard Scythic legend of PAO NANO PAO, Our J?<fo of modem days, 
combined with the NANO, which is referred to the masculine moon, the associate of 
the Babylonian NANA, NANAI A, This may possibly suggest identities, more or less 
remote, with the Indian Chandra Vandas 

Heteese. — B6rvat£y further degraded firom the original type, but still freely 
identifiable. Cluster of eight stars. 

Legend as in No. 11. Portion legible.—. . , . rania Bhagatata MuhQTdjadkifdJa 
SH Knnmra Gupta . . . 

No, 14. Silver. Mb. Burgess. 

Obverse. —^Tho original 3Ah bead, but slightly modified in its details, and more 
closely adhering to the local prototype than the preceding examples. 

Legend.—^Traces of badly-formed Greek letters. The style of writing follows the 
unintelligible mechanical SAh model more closely than the independently debased and 
free-hand Greek legend on No. 13, 

B^vebse.— Bdrtaiit degraded type; with cluster of six stars. 

Legend, expressed in bolder NAgari letters than in the previous apecimens, Portion 
of superscription visible.— .... maha rdjadhirdja Kmidta Gupta. 

No, 15. Silver. Mr. Burgess. 

Obverse. —^Thc SAh head, debased in execution. 

Legend, degraded Greek.—ONOu, 

Heverse .^—Bdroatit still less reeognbsablo, hut clearly following, Ifmgo iuiwuallOt 
the established model. The cluster of stars is driven up, iu the wont of surface apace, 
into the run of letters of the legend. 

Legend, visible on the ooin.— Mahardjadhird . . Sri Kumara Qupta. 

* Jirnm, B, A*. Soe., vdL. XU. p* IS t JWnw/ AAatiqtie, 1859, p. 7 j ArfoMa A»ti^ PP- WS, B64 s 
My Aitdetti Indian WAghU (Musdeo), p. *15. Certwn gold toms wnte oaied, after the Greek name of KANO, 
in Sanakrit jVifMAaU, described aa coins witli Ox rniuk of 

[G 2] 
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No. 16 . Silrer. Ma. Burgess. 

Obverse.—S ah head, farther debased. 

Legend.— U HO U (NANO), 

Reverse, — ^PdTvati further disintegrated. The stars contiane to find ft 
refuge ainid the ordinaiy course of letters of the supersciiptiQu. 

Legend, expressed in coarse ill-detlned ebaracters i visible on the coin--— * . . 
jadhirdja Sri Kmmtrii Qnpln^ 


N 0.17. Silver, Royal Asiatic Society. (Presented by the late RAo ot Kutch.) 

Obverse. ^Tlie SAb head, finely rendered, with an air and suggestion of Greek art. 

Legend.^XO (NANO). 

Reverse. Rarco/j, scarcely recogniaablc, though the execution of the die is other¬ 
wise sharp and unhesitating. 

Legend, in Iwld, well-cut square characters.— 

I^rama Sri JCumara Gtipfa 

This piece represents a class of money of wluch we have absolutely multitudes of 
specimens,* it has been eutcred in the plate, to iUustinte a well understood! distinction 

from Nos. 11—IG, indicated by the absence or omission of the quasi-supcrlativc M&hd 
before the “ Mdjadhirdja" 

The intention of this titular discrimination, as I understand it, was to mark the 
relative grades of Kumdra’s dignity j I suppose the class of coin.s of which No. 17 is 
the representative to have constituted the currencies of the Prince while acUng as 
A ieeroy on the part of his father in the Kingdom of Guzardt. He was then a ” King 
over Kings,” but not a « Great King over Kings” as he Ijccame in later days on 
succeeding to his father's imperial throne and the position of Lord-paramoilnt of 
In(lia.t 


• Jotim, /if, A». .Sue, toI- XTI. p, 63. 

t Ol^iwtioh migbi be taken to Him cnodtisioii Use ground thel tho Ivpicnl deemlntiDn of the central 
^ro «D the roreree in No. 17 is and urideuwA r uiore distinct deporturo fnnn the pioiolrpe then the 

device on tiip coin benring the iiitpmal pwlti to Kamdin’s nmao. But (lie elnnuctop of work of the No 17 tlms 

lofldin ndherh^to Iho Sih model, thim that of the coins with the improved 
oflnition (tf the figure of PJittaH, which perhapa ro»y hnvr lieen entnistrd to Jirtista sent from the oapilal on tho 
occpHioD of the new Emperor, nnd who wnulil have nndervtood the intaiit nnd rnojinmg of the devica thtw had to 
PSMOta hotter Utao thn provincial diMnttoR, who perLai^ worked meclmnicnUy from their own antpnor aiotfcb 
It will ho notieed that the hemhf on the obverses of Noe. 11 aod 13 follow clifiereot ideahs mnlaio less finiHlie.t 
thnii ihoeo Oh Nw. 10 and 17; mid ll)c Mjle of the Greek clianacter fnrtlier marks a diflerait school 
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No- X.* SilTer. Mr. Newton, 

Obverse.— 

Eererse devicie similar to No. 18, Aiitotj^c Plate, andllRlcra Gupta’s coin, No. XI 

O&o of the most suggestive coins in the entire series emanntiiig from the Wcstem 
mints is the piece here reproduced, on wood^ from Sir, Newton’s original design given 
in his Plate, p. 3, £om. £r, E, As. Soc. vol. VII. 

The coin hears the conventional imitation of the S^h profile, with the stiH clearly 
marked system of local dating so far as the position is concerned, commencing fioni the 
base of the skull on the left., and retaining the ordinary initial prefix of the iota (I), whose 
purport is as yet unfathomed ; after this symbol, if oiiginals and copies are not at fault, 
we encounter the distinct and aniverEally accepted sign for 90 (0) ; following this, in the 
ordinary line of reading of the Greek legend, some vague outlines of a unit may he traced, 
which would stiU keep the date within the reasonahle limits of Xumdra’s succession, i,s, 
mthin the full hundred, or up to seven mdeterroinate years suhsettuent to the inscription 
date of 93 of his father Cliaudra Gupta II. 

The given 90 or any number up to 99 may ho tested by three different systems 
of interpretatiou; first, under the theory of the omission of hundreds seen in, Bactriau 
and other examples, hut alien to the ordinary course of Surdshtran definitions; second, 
under the supposition of a e asoJil default in the expression of the sign for hundreds, 
and the implication of an immediate succession hy Kumdra to .8warn! Hudm SAh, 
who concludes the series of SdU coin dates, in the nunihers 280-292, expressed 
in the ciphers of their own system, whicli wmuld, hi so far, account for the coDsecutive 
ap])carance of the 90 odd on Kumdra’s coin;* or, tliird, under the more satisfactary 
and conclusive inference tliat the number 90 had reference to the famil}' system of 
dating already in use in the home dominions of the Guptas, whicli would curiously 
confirm many independent verifications of their epoch. It is, therefore, under this last 
head that I propose to class the foimulated date iu question. Thus, taking it in 
consecutive order witli Iho 93 of Cliandia Gupta 11., Kiimdra must have succeeded to 
the throne some time before 100 of his dynastic system of reckoning and assuming this 
to have followed the era of ^ka, about A.D- 179. 

No. KI.-X* Silver. Mu. Newton. (Jottru, Earn. Br. It. As. Soc,) 1862, p. 3, Plate 

(un-mimbercd) Tig. 11. 

Obverse.— A very straggling and chaotic outline of the Sdh profile, its delects arc 
appareutly leas attributable to the ineffectual efforts of the modem native copyi.sf than 
to the faulty dies of the ancient mints. 

Re\'Ekse.—T he device shown in the accompanying woo<l-eiit, which has 
l>eeu copied implicitly by Mi'. Adency from the original in the Bombay 
lithograph. 

* ilr. Newion nppiiTviilI^ flilfocnlcd tills view of ihe question (Joum. Horn, Jir, Jl, At. Sw, voL \ JIJ. 
p. lO), tboogh lie was quite clear about tic ciiMSDCC of noy ciplicr before tli c 90. ami rect^iucwl llit 1. or, ns io 
calls it, tlnj ‘'figure wiieb appears h> be a hudI imt'k) coouDouly found on tie Sdi coles. 
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^gend.—Mr, Newton, wlio bad the original piece before him, confidently trensctibed 
chaiactere as Uagamta {rdjddhirdje) Kumdra Gupta Mahendra^ya. 

iJie Xumiira Gupta is clear in the wood-cut, hut the device separates the piece from the 
ordinary issues of that Eang. 


Baku A Gutta,* 

No, Xll.-Jf Silver, Ms. Newton. 

Obverse,—S dh head but sliglitiy varied, and still retaining the conventional 
ornamental coUar, 


Legeud.—Traces of NANO. 



Bevesse.— Pdrvati, not far removed from the type shown in No, 15 of the 
accompanying Autotype Plate. Cluster of seven stars. 


Legend.—. . , . ^ ^ 

Ptirttjna . , , . t^jodhtruja Srt Rakra Qttpta VlhrumSditifa. 


Skakda Gupta. 

Surdshtran Series. 

No. 18, Silver, Rotax Asiatic SociETX.t 

Obverse,— The typical Sdh head, greatly debased. 

Reverse.—P drvati reduced to fragmentary lines and dots. 

Legend, in fuH, restored from better sjiccimcns_ 

Paruftkii nha^ututa Skanda GujUu krtimudityu^ 

Visible on this coin, Paro?/w . . , Sri Skunda Gupta kranmaUya. 

No. 19, Silver; Royal Asiatic SoeiErr.J 

Obverse,— The Sdh head, ohscured hy the second impression of the die. 
Legend.—Traces of NANO. 


Reverse. —^Figure of Siva’s Bull, Nbwrfi' i^cumhent, 

Lt^end, restored.— ittRcT ^ ^ 

Pttnxtaa BAaf&rata Srt SAantto kramSdiiya. 

Legible of the first die impression, Bfmymafa SHSianda Gupta iratnddifffa. 
Traces of the second or superstruck die, * , ya par 


• Pat.lish«l l^Mr. N^on. Jto«. /Jr. /?. A,. Ifwa, p. II. TUe earn is to 

tonnd in compadj with a cnHflction of pieces of Kuna/ira Gupia. 

t EDgisTcd w ITo. £0, pL XV„ Artma Antigua. So itn[iiuilliga>le wu ihe dericc, ihut PiitAii was 
IkjUi hy ihfs anthpi- md the cngirmYfir, upside dowiL * 

““ a- 
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Ifo, 20, Silver, B. UC. 

Coin similar to the last. 

Legible, on reverse of the originalpiece,— SH S&anda Gupta. 

The recumbent Bull, iViiai/r, which hgurcs on the reverses of these coins was 
adopted intact as the emblem of the succeeding dynasty of the Valabhis j hence we find 
it on the seals of the copper-plate grants of Sri Lhara Sena* and Bhruva Sena,t which 
are further attested with the regal stamp of Sri BhcitdrkaJh below the Bull, 

No. 21. Silver. B. M. 

Obverse.' —The typical Sdh head, much debased. 

Legend.—NAN . . . vava. 

Be VERSE.'— sma ll Altar, which may be intended either for the Mithraic altar, 
figured on Nos. 1 and 5 ante, or for tho conventional shrine of the sacred Tiilsi tree of 
the Hind.ds. 

Legend restored,—wrqiT ^ ^ 

JParQiJta .Bhaffovaia Srt G^pia ATalad^ii^pif^, 

Legible on thiR specimen, Faramu JBkaffava . Skanda Gtipia ki*etuidditffa> 

It is wortliy of remark that this altar symbol, like the Bnll of Skanda Gupta's other 
type of money (Nos. 19, 20), which passed on as tho heritage of tho Valabhis, is adopted 
by his Gurjjara snceessors as their distinetive emblem. It may be followedt in its course 
on the coppcr-plate giants of BaAS-lifTA-RiGA, a monarch *' devoted to the worship of 
the Snn," imder the dates of 3B0 and 385 ^ka.J The intorprefation. of the parallel 
dates by tbe Saka-cra test seems to be almost necessitated by the discovery of a later 
grant of 4il7, to whieh date the words §ata iVfyiff are Bul:iioined.§ 

Sbi Gupta. 

No, Xm^. Silver. TTdght, 31 grains. Mno. Bbeeuko. Uuique.\\ 

Obverse. —The original device of the S&h head, closely approadmating to tho normal 
outUne. 

Legend, in imperfect Greek.— . . .\CI010 . , 

Betebse. —The standard Fdrcati device, deteriorated to tho oEtent shown in tbe 
accompanying fac-simile, with the Sdh cluster of stars and associate half moon. 


Legend.—^Tentative reading.—^ 


• Joum* v4i. toL TY« pL XL* p* 4S6. 

I Ihid^ toL Vll* p* Priflsep/'s ifoJ* L pp- 2S?, SS2- 

J Jaura- At. Sac.^ N, S^i ™L L pp* 263, &fi. 

I In&criptioB of I>ad^ 'wEiChse capital tq hay^ beoi Br»cli. JqMm, Bf^ B* ’ a 4 » 

p. 15>. 

I PkiDWp^s Ejfoy#i vc]^ IL p. ^ 
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I am afi-aid tliat we must reduce the pretensions of the SH Gitptn^ whose name 
appears on. this unique coloj from the jiossihle position of father of tjie fandlyj down to 
a very minor and incidental succession to the later glories of his falling race. WiiateTer 
speculations may have hoen encouraged by the mere discovery of the name of Sri G-upta 
must now give way to the stern determiuatioii of numismatic facts. Tried by such tests 
the i'eter^e of oui' specimen sinks it into comparative obscurity gad carries down, with 
its oivn typical degradation, the claims of the king who issued it. 


Kuuaha Gfpta. 

Feaeoek lijpes. 

Nos. 22, 23. Silver. Jty Cabinet. 

Obverse.—A localized and greatly debased imitaHon of the SdU head, csj[>eeiaUy 
disfigUTCil by the Onental rendering of the almond eye, 

Legend.—In this class of coins all pretence of copying or attempting to reproduce 
the imitative Greek legends is fiih'ly abandoned. 

But in lieu thereof we arc presented with the far more definite recoi'd of the 
tbree-figured date transposed from the ordinaty position behind the Sdh head, to the 
less contracted space in the field, in front of tiie profile. In these cases the use of the 
indigenous ciphers, each of which expi'Cssed its oun full number, arranged in the -same 
perjTCndicular order as the initials of the royal names on the gold coins (Nos. 6, (!hc.), has 
this adsTiutage over any system of dating in figui'cs dependent on relative jiosition, that 
in broken sequences, so inevitable in hand-st ruck pieces, we can pick out the hmulreiUt 
femt and uuUBj with absolute eertaiuty, and combine the general result from independent 
specimens, without being tied down to the proof of a continuous entry on any single coin. 

Beveese.'—-A n admirably executed figure of a Peacock with full front expanse of 
plumage. To the right, at the foot, a reduced cluster of three star's. 

Legend.—fa 

Dfv{o)Jagati vtanipotiih) Kumdru Gapttt. 

“ His Majesty, Kumdm Gupta, who has subdued the earth, rules.*' • 

* WlitD oow fjiirijf <TftsJphore»1, these ohsewre legends will 1» eesn to present hut few difflculiie!. Tlie Inpiflery 
inacriptioBs Imve alrewly proved thnt the Guptn artists iudulgjwl in Crnlty Snoakrit orthography oa well as in 
grtunmntical orrors, so T need not ilelaioniy niiders hy nny coDiinona) upon minDr iiuperrcctions, while the ge{i«»l 
sense of the legeait reiiwins ooffieieutly elenr. I must mention ihnt, in my DcvanSguti traiustriptJh 1 tmvemlheiwl 
ftorvildy to the original legends imprewed upon the coiaa t the vondon in the Ronmn type lino tieeti corrected 
np to Snnskrh requirements, hy Dr. Fltzedwnrd Tlall, 

There is n wupcrfltumii jf(or]»»ihly»n ^ m) after thoSTR on Skantia Gtipla's coins, tlie nse of whieli 
not oppnrcfll, hut wkieli dearly takes ilio plneo of the dnal o in Kiimare's h’gcnde 

1 may note that Kuniir* Gapta’i cdiia display both the old form of if w and the more Bpccinlly Gupta outltno 

of that cliaraewr. (Jbifrw. At. Sot, Bt»g. vol. IV. pi. XLlX., lig!i, lO and 12.) mio is also seen in its 
teaiisition iitate from the treplo-lincd letter cf early days to the almoet modern form j whilo at limes it nppennj^ on 
Sfcandft’s monej-, nj a tlmnieler not emdly distingniBhahlft from the Inter Kumim Hffljust ndTerted to. This 

estwndT* modificfttioD of the in the nnmiimBtlc nlpltabei, la the more curious, as the corrfsponding *[wlaty 
cUarocler rcloins all the ejiseiitials of its ancient outline ihronghout the Gupte ioscriptions, from tlm Alkhnbad 
pillar toBudlia Gupta’s record at Enui; and oven on to Toramdna’s inscription at the same placo. 
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The range of dates on this class of Kumiira coins is more complete in the vmits 
than in the tens. We hare hut a single example of the latter which, howerer, rec^ 
frequently constitutes unmistakeably the S, or casual likeness of that character, which 

stands for 20. The units for the numbers 1, 4,8,* 9 and entered below the 9 are equally 
positiTe. 


SiCANDA Gupta. 

Nos. 24 and 25. My Cabinet. 

Obveese. — Head as above. Traces of a date in &ont of the profile. The figure 
for lOO is quite plain and distinct on the original of No. 24, 

Hevebse. —-Peacock os above. The stars are omitted. 

Legend .— ^ ^ 

Vyil^raitir avttft^ti{h) jftjfoH rferfl(A) Standa Gtrpto*y. 


BuDttA Gupta. 
No. 26, Silver. 


Oeveese. — ‘Head as above. Date in front of the profile, 155,t 
Revebsb, —^Peacock as in No. 25. 

Legend.— ^ 

Dtv{o) joffatt rijUdranir aeampati^A) Srt Budha Gupto, 


Tobamana. 


Nos. 27 and 20. Silver. B. M. 


«. Colonel Bustt’s coin; 


5. Miss Baiung's late donation to the B. M. 


Obverse.- Gupta head, facing to the left, thus marking an ifiteniionat modification 
of tlie conventional Gupta dies. 

Legend, in front of the profile, reading downwartls, G-om the outside. 82 or rd or 
182, the figure for 100 is obliterated. 

Beverse. —Peacock as in the proper Gupta series, greatly debased in form and dcs'gn 
Legend restored-— ^ ^ ^ 

nenujanita pijMra«ir tivamjtati ^^ri Toramana, 


• This B till# njW hitherto b«n <\wUn\. 


It nmy be w«n on one of the coin* of “ 1**^*^,? 

CoUectioo in the Museum oE the Asiiitic Society of Ben^l. J¥ A#XII .Vo. 56, would 

t The nui! on the BriUeh Maseum coin (igwretl in my plet® II< JoHrrt. . 


:,eeca to eurf un on to 157, 
OIMO.) 


[>i] 


33427 
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Bhattabasa EjNsa. 

Noa* 29, 30, 31. Debased silver. Mr. Btjbgsss. 

Obteese.—T he Sdh head, but little modified. 

Reveese. —^Fragmentary traces of the design exhibited in coin XI.-if and in the 
wood-cut of the copper coin, No, XiV,* 


JA^nd, partially restored.—^ 

Jiajno Maha JCiAalraparaint .... Mahaia . . ShaffttriJiaM. 

Nos. 32, 33. Copper. 

Obteusb.—S dli head. 

Beveese. The combined form of the bow and trident, greatly obscured. 

Degend, As in No. 29. 

No. XIV.* Copper. IVeight, 12 grains. 

Obverse.—H umpetl Bull to the left, witli a dotted circle. 

Bbveese. —Stnmg and drawn how, with arrow projecting into a curved trident, of 
which it forms the central prong. 

This little mite of copper proves to Ijo worth far more than its weight in gold, for 
the light it throws upon the primary design of the hitherto incomprebcnsible device on 
the class of Surdshtran coins Nos, 29-33. But far beyond the mere mechanical 
identification of an obscure symbol is its value, in the historical sense, in the link 
it establishes between the Guptas, or their immediate successors, and the proximately 
contemporaiy dynasty of the nine NAgas, adverted to the quotation from the P7sA«w- 
Ttfrdna {p, 11 ante), 

^ The reverse devices of the Gupta SurAshti'an coins have already exercised our 
conjectures * the PArvati solution, in the one case, was as unexpected as the discovery of 
the prototype of the device of No. 29 in the simple Iww and arrow combination with 
Siva’s trident, disclosed in the wood-cut. 

ilany and various have been the guesses as to the purport of this combination 
of lines on these coins. My latest impressions were in favour of a crude copy of the 
figure of “ Minen'a Promaehos ” of the currencies of ApoUodotus and Menander, wliich 
entered so largely into the circulatiiig media of Western India, the degraded types of 
which would almost have justified any shortcomings on the part of native imitators. 
Looking at the autotype reproductions of Nos. 30, 31, 32, 33, from the top of the page, 
the flowing garments and the extended shield readily suggest themselves ; but now we 
discover, under the twiehing of the independent home devioe, that the trisula or special 
emblem of §iva, whose worship is so distinctly to he traced hy independent testimony, 
constituted the banner of the Bbattarakas, and Minerva’s shield subsides into the light 
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Ijattle-axfi of the Scj'thiaiis, which is preserred in its form and relative position on the 
staff of so many village weapons of Korthem India to this day.* 

The Numismatic identifications of the currencies of the Ndgas have been followed out 
in detail, in General Cunningham's later Arcbseological Reports ; it will be sufficient 
for my present purpose, to append bis remarks in a foot note-t Merely premising that 
the connection between the NAgaa and the Western snocessors of the Guptas b indicated 
in the identity of the ontline of the Bull on coins Nos. Xiy.-Jt, XV.*, and that the 


* The jirBcnce of the tri^nlfi or iriiieni u (lU indicJition of the n^option of the woreliipof Sit*; aod the 
trident, it nmy bo remarked, is comibincd with an mo on one side of the staff like the tridenbf at Barahftt and 
Gopeawnra.—Jffwrii. Soe, 1836, p. AUb -, H. II. Wilson, .driaM jt. 360; pi. X. figs. 12-21, 

pL XNT. fig. l£>, and Chandra Gupta coin, ph XTIII. fig. 10. ^ t- 

Variotie* of the trifu/, bata, or triilcDt, coiiliimod to he ombhsinatic on the Maos of the firat MiVd of this 

century in Mathurfi, Jalaor, fSigar, Srinagar, Ac. 

Prinsep’s Eisaffs, *' Useful Tables" p. 67, pL XLYT. figs. 42-d6; Jbwrii. At. Arc. Bettg., 1034, pi. in.. 


Uaaful Tables,” p. 56, , . 

t “ If I«» right in the idcDtification of Knrwnr with the PadmiTuti of the PordijE?, we ohtftia one of Ihe 

meal intcrasting end imporlaut facts in imelent Indian history in flsiug the octtml loality of the kingdom of the 
ninD NA™. TEe identification k etfonglj corroborated by the oumcroiio coins of veriotis kinga wlucli bnvo 
been foand ftt ^^arrvTir, Gwjiliof, anti Mathuri, all of ^hidi hftve been dewribed by mo m the Jon^ of the 
Ajifttic Society [foe* aV-]- k further Hupported by a paseogo m the ISitli Uno of ibe AHahfib^ pdlftr u^np- 
tioD of Samodni Gupim in TrMch the king boasts of iU Client of bii dominions, tnul Gnumeratea the different 
princes and cauntrlca whkh Jind bGcomo Bubject to tlik power. Amongst the fonnor lio m^nXiorn Ganapati^ 
Ndga as one of the Uibntar)' princes of Aiyn’^-antiu Now,. Gi^Hop^ti or Gan^ndra ih the ca™ of the agn 
Baja, whose com^ are the moat commou and the meet widely dtfTn&ed of aU thu#o Na^^ kittga: and na the 
[agenda of hii coins are in the very same cliHraeters of those of the Gupta coins and inscriptions, it Is ccrwin that 
he muBt have been a coDieinpcrary of one of the prineca of that dynasty. I thinly ibc^oro, that there is every 
frobabilitv in fiivour of the identity of tha GoiuipHti-Niga of the Narwar uoioa with the Gaonpatbi eg* o 
Somudra’a inBoriptioii. Sly tliBCOtery of an inseription of Suimidra Gupm in MaiLurd iteolf i* aumciont to 
show that the Kfigns latist have lost their dominion over that city at least ns enriy jw tlie rai^ of Samiidr*,^ 

M The period to which tlio nine Kdgns niusl bo assigned dependB solely ou tho data of their co&tempornrjes the 
Guptas, whose power became estinet in A.D. 319 . If, thereforp, we refer the rise of the ^upta dynasty to£ e 


Saka era, the date of Samudra Gupta will fall in the first half of the second century of the Christiau era. But 
tis ia hia reign the power of the Ndgas iiml already begun to dflcliue, I think that the establishineiit of the Nig* 
dynasty tnsy he fuced with some certainly about tlio beginning of the Christian cm. According to this vier^ 
the role of tiio nine N|gaa would have extended over the whole of the first and rtoend eofitiiries, or irom A.D. 
to £25. In the following list I have arrangod the nameii of these Nagh Kings aceording to the devices of their 
coins, beginning with those types which seem to me to bo the cartiesi on account of the more, andent appeoTMce 
of their accompanying inacriptions, It ia worthy of note, as corroborative of the ditto which I have aw^ed to 
the Nfigns, that the whole of the devices of their coioB are to lie found nlso on the silver coins of the Guptas 
themselves, or On those of their acknowledged contemporarios:—" 


Ko. 

AD. 

; 

Nunn Od Cotl04 


I. 

n. 

ni. 

IV. 

V. 

TI. 

VII. 

vin. 

IX. 

0 

2h5 

50 

To 

100 

125 

175 

200 

225 

Bhinm Niign . . - - * 

Kha* Naga (f A'AorjyMPfl, or Kharpara) 

Va* Niga {t I'anna, or Vatts) 

Skanda Kdga . , . - - 

Ditto . . - - - 

Brilmapati - 

Gannpati, Or Ganendr* • * • - i 

Ditto - 

Vyiehra N^ga * * . - - 

VasnNfiga 

Dora * . - - - 

Ditto - . * * - 

Ditto . . - - - 

C/esc oj" lAe tignafly. 

PoMiwk to tkG lefts 

Ditto tci Ibe ri^bU 

Ditto dliVst* 

Ditto tMWo. 

BuH fMombent lo the Tight. 

Ditto ditto. 

Bull u in ooij) No« 

A ivlietl. 

Ditto* 

Dittos 

DSttoh 

Bull recfitnbojit to right. 
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ft&aocuitioii of tlie with the central TnHifm Guptas is more distincOj shown in the 

annexatiou by the latter of the typical Peacock of the first-named dynasty, who, singular 
to say, latterly abstained from its use, and adopted the new device of the Bull under 
Skanda Ndga.* * 

Ganapati Kaga. 

No. XV.* Copper, Weights (in fcdl ctarrency order) areiage 36 4, 18*2, 91 gndns.t 
Friusep’s pi. VIII. fig, 9, pi. XXXIV, fig 31, Joum. A*. Soe, 

193-1, pi. XXVI. fig. 9, 1865, pi. XVm, figs. 7, 8, 9, 

On VERSE.—Bull, os iu the coin above figured (No. XIV.*), with a margin of dotted 
lines of identical design, 

B.EVERSE.—No devioes. The field is filled in with the cireuhir legend. 

Legend restored.— ?n*iigiiaT 

.>‘r( GiinajnU]/<u 

Fasupati. 

No. XVI.* a. Copper. Weight, 92 groins. Pig, 15, pi, XVIIL, Joura. As, Soc, Beng. 
1865, p. 116 j and Prinsep’s pi. XXniL, fig. 23. 

OnvEESE.—Pigure of the King seated cross-legged in the Indian fashion, his right 
hand holding a flower, and his left resting on Ms hip^ the whole surrounded by a circle 
of large dots. 

Beverse.—A vase surmounted by a crescent and star, or perhaps a flower, and 
enclosed in a circle of large dots. 

Legend, in Gupta NdgttH characters.— 

Pttfttpisiu 

No. XVII.* b. Copper. Weight, 92 grains. Tig 17, ibid. 

Obverse.—A short trident or trmdf on a stand surrounded by a circle of small 

dots. 

T 1 - * 1- 'I 75 

Legend m two lines. — 

^ jtiff ri 

Reverse. —The sun, with prominent rays surrounded by a dotted circle. 

Legend as in Obverse. 


All iba N&g&s wouli] iippf ftr to hiive been IributiiTj to the Gdptiif In the time of Saniudra, I thint it mo&i 
probable tliAt the kiD^dom i:ir diatriiTt orNAmai' mmt have remamed snbjeei to them} nDtU near tlie of their 
djzuuijr about AJD, 27Sj when theJr sovereignly to tbo Boiith of the Jiiciiia fell So Toramao^'* 

14 0 |- dynftstj WD hnvii two iiiicriptiaD.s, oni« of hlmadf at Emu to the eontb of Karwajf and the 

other of hia Hoa PafiU|Hti at Gwalior to the nortli of Niirwar, From tlie relatirc poidiions of theao loseriptioiia 
we may fairly infer that ilie ititertiiedkte eomitij miiEt nlito hare bdonged to the Toramiiea diTiastj. Tiie date 
of Toraiimi,ia biioiself h fixed hy Mr. Tbooiia on the authority of a ailvor cola to the year 130 by 

the aecond example In the plate fhiuir No. 28] “ odd of the Gaptn em, which referred to the initial ymr of Saka 
would place him in A^D« 260. If} theH} we iHofr twenty^flve yeare to each geDeratioo, the neign of Tormnat^ 
will range from 260 to 285 A.D,, and that ef bis Poaupath from 235 to SIO A*D." t 

• jGum. vif. Soc, Benf,, 1865, pL XVIIL pL 120. 

^ The5e csoinB are common and obimiliint iii the extreme. Colonel 8tac/6 oolleetlon alone cootainod do 
than 3476 spectroeaji; and General Cunain^hflin meat ions ihat be has acf|iiired^ at varioiia times^ many more than 
30OT/' 


f 
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EESriCfe, 

Tlie description of the Gupta coinage, with its pro^dncial ramifications, in unatintod 
array, has now been extended, far beyond my original design, in the previous pages. 

The critical ohserrer of my test will notice an apparent absence of method, leading me 
to expand on the one port and contract on the other the general scope of my annotations. 
These anomalies havo been cMefly due to the nneertain demands of a printing office in 
England, and the irregulai' reception of editorial tanction from the A^^hieological 
Sorreyor of the "R^estem Presidency, who is once again at his post, occupied with the 
duties of a new season’s operations. Thus, as chance would have it. I have had anaple 
opportunity of completmg progressively certain minor details, but find myself hnuted 
in point of time, at the last moment ; so that I have had to withdraw, perhaps, the 
moat interesting chapter of the whole series, consisting of a comprehenaire essay on the 
source, progress, and development of the ancient Indian numerals, as wcU as to defer a 
more complete review of Indian dates as i-ectified or confirmed hy the nunusmitic 
evidence above submitted; so that I have had to reduce my recapitulation of the Gupta 
and other international dates to the ahstiuct forai embodied in the subjoined table, wluch 
however effectively combines most of the existing data available for the somtiuy and 
ultimate adjustment of independent commentators. 


Abstract of tub Recohdvd Gnpi» Datr*. 


Name* uf KiiigK. 




Coin*h 


TnuliliOTi. 


Rejnit, A-u-P * 

4vpi-n4li« 1 


1. 

2. GbDtot KflchA 
Clmoiini Guftta 

4. Sfimndm Gupm 

5. Cbnadra Gupia 11. 


{ 


6 * TCnnsarft Giipt» 


T* SktukU Gupia 


8+ Bnrilm GupU 

Tci^TlIDU\1tl 

Otlii^rkcol unr€- 
Guptft 

Kings, 

Yolinbhift 


B2 

83 


130 

13S 

141 

146 


m 


I 


155 

1S2 


90 otU 
12t 
129 


™Fm fciter 
ibo Hn- 
□imt 
SitrAjfatnL 


Reigned HI 


^nipiat ^ 
BbvAUruii. 
twD jF'cm 
bt'lnrf ^ 
BkuHln'* 


ifii 

172 


c 

200 

20 $ 

209 

2L7 

220 

225 


234 

244 

2G1 


319 


ncmtiriCH. 


Tbc Aral Stuliirujailbir^A. 


Uftiii of Kuniirii. Ji<>. X,^ 


TlbL* flrsl uomin'i^ ifohtiraja in 
the irngnlsr U»tA h ttc 

Tlie Vlltli ttiUt, 

in die 

been tiro tnriicKt Momweb of any 
teiil prcWaUMMi*- 
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ARCIUiOLOGlCAL SL'RVEY OF WESTERN INDIA, 


COINS OP THE ARABS IN SIND, 

of tlie leas prominent examples etnong ilr. Biu^os$’& recent neq^uisitions may 

^ssi j prove of more direct and immediate interest to Antiquadans in Western India, 

lan t e nunusmatic remains of unrecorded history with which we havo hitherto been 
concerned. 


The ^nquest of Sind hy the Arabs, in A.H. 93 (A.D. 712), constitutes a marked 
poc 1 m e^ annals of the land, and is associated with many instructive coincidences— 
is inception, in the domestication of the conquerors on an. alien soil, and their abrupt 
disappearance into comparative obscurity. 

The daruig and chivalnc advance of Mnliammad bin £dsim, was freely hacked by the 
support of the celebrated Hijf^ bin Yusaf, who so completely reversed 

j *. ^niar s policy of non-extension of the Afuslim houndaries to the eastward, 
t IS ciinous to note the readiness with which the conquerors settled themselves as 
rcsi ents ^d the facile refuge this extreme comer of the Muhammadan world aHorded to 
I rsecu or crctical members of the new faith, wliilc they retained among themselves 
so u^uy o t oir ancient tribal (livisious and jealousies; and it is instructive to follow 
^ ^ ethnie subsidence and final absorption into the Indian native element, 
w len e brue Arab blood came to Ik? exliaustcd by foreign admixture, as in other eases 
wherever, tlie standard of the Prophet carried witli it, the loose teachings of polygamy, 
beyond the nomadic tents of the desert. 

The solo preface to such obscure investigations as the present must lie gleaned 

contributions of Arabian writers to the annals of an outlying province, 
with which they were seldom brought in contact. 

In the subjoined table of the Arab rulers of Sind, I have taken, as my leading 
au lontj, a writer, who seems to liave had extensive and exceptional knowledge 
of lus subject. This list was origmidly compiled from Eeinaud's text and transla- 
ion of BeMsart for my edition of Priusep’s Essays, being further collated with 
Bit H, M. Elliott's exceUent work on the Arabs in Sind, wliicb has since been 
incorporated In his Muim'tans o/I»4ia, vol. I, p. 113. 


iI2 93 1, iFlu^mmitd Ihj] Kajsim, 

2. Tftzid bia Aba Kabashab 
7H—7tS 96 3. I^btb bid Mubnllnb. 

A 'Amra ban MtiftlEia Ai-BaMtU 
A Juimiti bio 'Abd mI wtmiiii At-3farrt (uddor ilUhimJ. 

723-726 107 6. Thiniiii bin Zaid At-'CTiit. 

7. Al biktm bia AwOaidi AI-KalU, 

CAinra bin Afobamtiuid.) 

(Sdlaimas bin Hisbain iu,d Abt Al-Khuttib)! tin.lor ibc 'Abbaaidw. 


• Aba J'afir A^tiutd bin Yidi^B ibn Jibir a! BoUxari, ob. inter 236 nad 279 A.H., Ibu KLaldon, p 438 
Itfianad Fraymenti Arabet W Fenam inmi, rehtif* h thde, pp, xvilL, 182. 

t to thB Arait in Sindi Cspe Town, 1833. ElJio! qaodag -Tohf.1 id Kirdm," Hitiotiatit af 
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ApU. A-m 

H. 

9. 

10 , 

757-« 140 LL 
12* 

770-1 154 lav 
800 184 14 

IS. 

m 2l3t 16- 

IT, 
18* 
10, 
20. 


'AImI ^ bin Mh^q ^Ai-ABdi defealed bj 

bin Jamhur loc$X GoTcrnor nndeir tbe Umnuili KMlifa, 

Musa bin K’&ab, Ai- Tftmfmt i iov-efpower& (The TobSit ul Kir&m nttiibtiteB tiu* 

vietory t* Dadd bin *AJi) 
ilifikam bin "Amru Ai-T&^hi^L 
*Ainnr bln l^aff bln 'UimAn^ Hazirmard.* 

RGh bio 

Ddud bln Y^o^d bin l^tuEL 

Bnsbir bin D4fid (about 200 Bdniind), 

Gbassan bio *AbAd. 

Mtt$n bln Ya^la bin EbiUid^ .4/ SarmuM (diea in 221 886 A.n.) 

’AmrAn bin Mdsa.^ 

Fazi bin ^UbAn* 

Mubnmniad bln Fnzb ^ brotber MaMn rebels and eTcntnnlly 
Tlie Nfttlvn ratea regnio posdcseion of tbe soil* 


In addition to the kingdoms of Mai^drah and Multdn there were other quasi 
independent governments at Bdnia, where ’Umar the son of 'Abdal ’Asia Eahbdri 
seems to have held sway,|| and at Ipisdhr where the govemor, in Ibn Hauknl's time 
(a.d. 943) was Mu’in bin Ahtnad-iT these cases, as indeed at Man^hioh and 

Mnltdn, the KbittOah, or public prayers, were read in the name of the Kholif. 

1 have one remark to makp with reference to the peculiarly local characteristics of 
the numismatic remains discovered by Mr. EeUasis near the old site of Brahmanabad and 
the identidcation of tljc new town of Mansilrah, as testetl by the produce of the inliume<l 
habitations hitherto penetrated, in the tact of the very limited nnmbcr of Hindd coins 
fovmd among the mnltitudcs of medieval Muhammadan pieces, and that the former, 
as a rule, seem to have been casual contributions fi'om other provinces, of no 
individual uniformity or appearance of age sxmh as should connect them witli the ancient 
Hind6 capital.** 


* TramferreU from ta Africn In Al.u. iSl. S&injiiid, p. 213. 
t A*n. 160 to 161 i HiaiDiiiid,. p, 213. 

I Glidcinclster quotlti}^ AbuMtlo, 11. 150. 

^ KilKeil hy ^ JSolaiiirif p. 215* 

J] Ibn llnuk&ll^ p. £2l text j*£r 

T Tost GUdemeiMeT JJe rrlmj IndieUt 1888, p. 1711 Col. AudctsKui Am- 

Soc» 1852, p, 54 y Elliot'i vol. I. pp.37| 38* 

•• Tbe Hole ’irbicb I coiupilotl iti 1858 to mid my first frftgmeutAry deicriplioo of tho com§ duffiovorf4 by 
kD. RoUilbI^ at BrnhinaTidbud^ contning so nmtiy refcraneM tlmt may prove useful io AntiqtinHios in eiicni 
ludUkf that I liavc ihonglit it ndiTHablo to corrc<!t aud onliorgr! ilj as fiir os pDSfibio, up to the roquimueutg of the 
present day. 

“ Amrou^ fUfl do Moliotumi-d de Coi^cni fondn, on d&fi dn liip^ uno villoqu^il nooinia Aliiotu- 

sonrit. la n\U rtVidoiit malfitoimat Ic# gciiiT&mentB-^—p. 120. In a previoiig passage^ Ony^n telh? 

*^En«iiiio Motinmintid 6h dn Ceuwui, sio porta de^'ftot In vicilk BEkhtiaiialM4 qui sn trouvwt n dons [amsanges 
do MRn^um, Du rcetu MiuMouni n^oxiiUlt pas enflorv, et ?oii empkceradiit niiuel^lait nlora un boi* . , - * * 
MohiiiDm»l plopa nn liuutenaul BabmwiAbiiLl y mils itujourd'Jiiu Ia TilUs ist nun^e *^"—** Baliiari, Rcinaud, 

Fir^affmrnts Ara^g tf Pmam d flndr^ Fnn 3 *, I845j pp* l98r 21L The Araljiau nntbof from 

whom these irodkion^ nrv dcrivedi j Hull ^ *X*ap' died iu 2T9 A*n. (S92 A4J.). S«?also Rniiiiiiiul 

quoting Aihlruiii'^ ^^TiKIth-UHind/^ Fr^g^enit, p. 113- Ibn KhnrdMbab (A.n. 260) 

transbticin by M* B. de iroynard^ Jotirnal Amwiiguet ^1865^ pp, 277-8^ 2S^^, 202, A<?- Sir H- Elliots MS* 
of Aibtruni'ii KdfiUn ImA tho following — Jli lojctjU i ■■■ j ^ ^ 

Jaubertt in biA tnuuilntiou of Edrisi, ou die autlioritj of origiiial MSS-i wtntos that Iho local paiJvo 
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The first coin introduced into the foliovdng list is not supposed to belong to the 
prorince of Sind. It has been inserted here, irith a view to trace the apparent prototype, 
upon which the arrangement of the rererse devices of the local coinage ivas based. 


'Ann Aii bi^ Mcsliii. 

No. XVTII.'Jf Copper, a.h. 133, 4, 5, 0. {a.d, 750-753, 4.) 


1 Ait :: 
jUJI 'i 

■■ A|A 1 - 4 - 

50 *** 

'*Nomitie Dei, Dei tie, jmos 
Jtfssit Maints 'Abd <tl Mahmmt Hn MmUm 
(a,u.) 


*11' 

j sa^r r'^1 *> i 

“Dm?; «o« jr>e/o « vobie tillctm httjus 
fttcfi mercedeta, nisi amoreia in jjrop^iw- 
5 M(w," (Kurfin, 42, 22.}* 


name of ih^ plftco wna (Turiants, Maaudi tell las* ** I visited Multdn 

nficr 300 a.il whea ^ wfts kiag tln^ro.” At the sinio time I visited 

trl aJmi^uriili* the king of tliEt cotmtry was tlieii ^ jiUt jj’ family of Habb&t tin el 

A^Jwnd}^!'—p, Sprctngi^r'a Trautklatioii ? M- Burbier ilu Aleyn^rd^s ciHdor^ text imil ti-aiifiliitiDiii l*l»risj 1861, 

vpL f» pPf 151^ 377^ d:Ci With regnrd to the extent and Importance of tho kingdom we nre informed thnt 

‘* Alfc Iho t^Entea inid vilEngea under tho dependency of et-Man^dnah nmoiiote^l to 300,000; the whole eountty 
is well ciihiVHted, mill covei-od with (rccB end fields^—j>* 336, ibuL Further refnrencci to the gQOg»iphieu1 end 
the other questions invelveil occtir ns follo^'iKodnmnfi fob. 337 lS62i p- 168 ? 

Mnceiifa fb^wwrref o/ (ht Anelenfst London, ia07| voh J, p. 14oi Gladwin's voL IL p. 137, 

rt i1/YTnhiW-^j/*/f^i7ir', vol, 11. p. IGL ^IstekhH** {kAU 300 to 309) **snd Sind ie llie snnio ne 

blma^urdi ^ , Mmi^tirnh which thiey cnll Sitidhi."'—pp. 12 and 147 i 3kl. Goejo'a new edition of the 

text^ 1870, }h I7J| et #cy*: Onsdey’s Orirniat GeOffruj^h^^ London, ISDO. Ihn llnuknl (a.u. 331 to 36S).— 
M* Gooje's new ctlitleo of (he test (Lugd. Ent^ ISTS'h P- ft ; Gildeniei^tc^r rfe Me&us IndiciSt 
Bonn, 1838, pL llSOj Cdh AniJer^ii':'l trousktion JhnrtL Ai* Benff., xoL XXI. p. 42 t Lidrr CtiiHstumf 
Ambk texTi J- IL Mo.4ler, GotbB^. 1829; i^prengeFfl Post^ und des OritnU, Lelpug^ 1&S4, pi. XIV* 

** Karte von Itidieu iinch Byruny " i Eeliiimifs Gi&^rtsphie vol. I* p. 3a6t &e. ^ Tidtan, Paris cd„ 

Toh 111. p. 518f Iteiniiud^s jWmwr wfir rindr^ pp. 169, 192, 235, i&c.; Anekid Aec&uHtx of Indin and 
CAma^ Ixpudon, 1733; ditti\ BoioDiiiL^g French edition, Parhi, jx 212 ; EUeoI's ilixtogimis o//iirfiff, Caleutiat 
1849 j ICIHot'j^ Appendix ia iht' Arats i» Sind, Cape Town, 1853. Mo?it of tlin availftlile Infortnatioii tip 
to date hn.- ktterly been ineorpomted in voL 1. of Frot. tkiwsDn^a excel lent tniition of Elliot V Hutor^ of 
Inditi^ m foid fyy ifM mpn London, Trubner, 1807. AAom Amiqm, p. 414; Jbwrj#. 

Tol. VM. pp, 93» 279; voL X^ p. 183; vol. XIV. |k 75; MeMiirdo, Journ. P A^. 5br., vol. I. p. 23, 
rttrq^ ULiriiEiw^ JlnA/ttirn^ Yoh llL p^ 31; Dr. Ilinl, Joant. if. Ai, Soc^j voh L p. 199; Postan's OAsmrmfi^ns on 
Sindht IP- 143 ; I®bttltigor"a Bfi&otAkrtm and Sindr^ Loodaii} 1816, p* 381 ; Wood's OxaSy London, 1841, p* 20 ; 
Mobammed 3Ta*sum*a Nkiorff of Si fid, a.ik 710 to 1590 ; BamAat/ Go^fTHmmt Sderfions^ New SerieE, 
No* XJJL, IBoS; Mr. A- F. Ikdliu^rB, TAr Putned of HraAntOHtttHhif in Sind^ Bombnv, 1&50 ; CoL Sykea 
in the JPnstraffd /.i^iicfen Feb- 21 and Feb. 28j 1857* p. 187* Witli numerous illn^lmtions of Brnh- 

mmiaMd aindengraTinga of coins of bfinadr bin Jumhiir [No, XIX. of ^/luscrles] and of MuhammEid [No. XXII.] 

* In Fradin’s Eeeensio (1826, p. 18) a second similnr piece is given of ibe year 135 a*ii,* a new specimen of 
the sianio date U quoted by Stiket (Jciui callecUon, 1S45* p. 5). Tomhet^ cites r coin of 136 aji. in bis SpmAoiir 
4id Prm numariftm MHAainwedtiiiOTHm (Upsuliie, 1856)* p. 8; and hnnlLy M. TiesenbAOBen pwahicei a specimen 
l.K>aring the date of a.m. 133, Mffnnm^s det A7iah/ei OttoHiotix (l^L Petorsbourg* 1873)| pp. 65, G6u 




THE ARABS IN SIND. 


59 


the son op JasihiHj Al KulH, 

No. XXX. Copper. Weighty 33 grains. Siso, 6 of Hionnet's scale. Mr. Bellasis. 

Man?urali, a.h. ? 


Obverse. 

Area. 

».XskJ JlUl 

a3 

Hargin.—Illegible. 


No. XX, Copper. Size, 4 
Obverse. 


Device. 

Altogether effaced and obliterated. 


Eeverse. 

Area. 


m 

S far gm jdll 

t • L».« 

In the name of God, this copper coin 
was struck, at Manstirah, under the orders 
of Man$d(r). 

Me. Bellasis. ^lansdrah, a.h. ? 

Be VERSE. 

Area. 




. *131 

Margin L,^ .a 

... ^ial,4 


*AbD rL'BAHHAN, 

No. XXI. Copper. Size, 5. Weight, U grains. 

Obverse. —Central device, a st&r, reduced to four points, on the sides of which 

nre disposed, in the form of a square, the words ^^j3'jJJi Jj-y The outer margin 

of the piece displays a line of dots enclosed within two plain circles, with four small 
dotted semicircles to fill in the space left vacant by the angular central legend. 

Beverse. —sealioped square, surrounded hy dots, witliin which, arranged in tl^c 
lines, are the words, jWU JdJW i the concluding word I am unable to 

decipher, it is possibly the name of ’Ahdulcalmmn’s tribe. 

Wlicn the Englisli government originated a Star of India,they were perhaps not 
aware that Sind had a star of its own; a very special and diseriminativc symhol* w'hich 
attained such permanent recognition in and around the province itself, that the device 
here discovered on 'Abilulrabman’s coins, continued to constitute, in a slightly modified 
form, tliQ typical emblem of the state, doivu to the time of TiiJ-ud«dla Ilduz, the 
lieutenant of Muhammad hin Sdm, eventually independent of Sind, and likewise 

that of his opponent and successor Kuhdehah, another general of the Ghori conquerors 

(1154A) [i] 
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of India, ttIio establislied himself in Sind about GOO a.h. {1203-± a.d.) to fall at last 
Ijcfore tlio troops of the chiviilric Jal&l-ud-ilin M.hdf'izjHif wliOj in his turn liad to STrim 
the Indus for his life, before the hordes of Changis Khdu * 

MunAUJiAD. 

No. XXII. Copper, Size, 3, 

A unique coin of apparently simUar type, (though the ohyersc is, in this case, 
absolutely blank,} replaces the name of Abd-ul-rahman on the reverse by that of ^ 

Muhammad. The concluding tribal term seems to be identical with the designation 
embodied in the Kufic scroll at the foot of the reverse of No. XXI. 


"AQnALLAiJ. 

» » 

No. XXIIl, Copper. 

Obvbuse.—D evice as in No. XXI. OAbd-ul-rahman). 
Legend: [All 

Eeveesi:,—B lank. 


No. XXIV. Copper. Size, Si. Weight 18 grains. 

Oa^'EasE.—Central device the conventional four-pointed star, as in No. XXI,, around 
which, in a circular scroll, may be partially read the formula Siiiji'S jJJ' ti\ 3, 

Eeveese.— Centml dc\'ice composed of the name of AI'a^ Alid-aUa/i; the two 
jiortions aih and All being eiossod at right angles, so as to form a iuff^ra or mono- 
grammic imitation of the outline of the star with four points of the obverse device. 

llie marginal legend is arranged in the form of a square, and consists of the 
words j^&l] All 


No. XXV. Silver. Size, 2. Weight, 8'«1 gmiiiB.t 

Palm branches, roses, stare, and all other mundane devices arc rejected and replaced 
by simple Kufic legends, so cherished by severe Muhammadans, to the following effect: 

Obvehse.— ,0^^ All 31*13 

Eevebse.— AJ'a** All 


No. XXVa. Copper, bearing similar legends. Oilier specimens vary* in the division of 
, the words, and omit the title of At-Amir. 


• iMaz't Bpecial ijmhgl wng n "siflr” twncntli ll,<j coaTCUtiouiil figure of tUc aypdt boi^ciann See ein» 
No. 24, p. 31, of Mr PatAJn Kinyt of Deihi, Triilnicr, 1871, KubacUah follows in the K&Aominse ^t tho 
Sbir, No. 87, p. 101, liW.; io nleo Muhniniiiiid Wii Jsdin’tWBifoUi, No. 7. (Prinwp's pj. XX\'l 45 \ 

and Alouutib's wbi. No. 48, cotiltnuo lo displ.r llie loeiil dcTict-. Tho coice of Vtixg IVii, tha lodinu General of 
Jaliloa-ilui, KLarizmi strueb nl Mulliiii, reproducu the idcniicaldnsteToftlic kvdb niarB of tha SHliKio^ 
tlioGiiplns (pJale VII.%8.9-13 wlilcL dwcriniLiuiting aarlt auiriTed, tfU ktclr, od the native etnrenciM 

of Gdipfir oBti Ujjain. Pathun Stitffs o/Delhi, No, 85, p. 99 • Prjiigcp.V Ettayf, Useful Tables, No 18 n 67 
t Amoug ibc diver eoua from the so-caUed BxilmmiUi, some ara so iiibHU! « lo wcicti 

€nly 


« 


c 
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BANti-Dith). (Ddud-putra’s?)* 

ITo. XXTI. Silver. Weiglit, 5*6 grains. My Cabinet. XJnpublished. 

^ 

The archaic form of Kufic stamped on these coins, would, under ordinary circum¬ 
stances have placed them in a far earlier position, in point of time, than their apparent 
associates in size and style, whose almost identical legends ore conched in less monu¬ 
mental letters; but I prefer to attribnte any divergence in this respect to local rather 
than epochal influences, regarding which wc have had so many instructive lessons in 
the parallel Kdgari alphabets of India.t 

Bast-'Umae.J 

No. XXVII. Silver. Size, 1|. Weight, 0 grains. Five tptoimens, Mr. BiLIasis. 

Obverse,—L egends arranged in five lines, 

Marguial lines, plain or dotted, complete the piece. 

Reverse,^ Kufic legends in three lines. 

No, XX ^n'TT. Copper. Size, 4. Weight, 35 grains. Common. 

Xicjjendfl as in the silver coins, with the exception that the is placed, for 
economy of space, in the opening between the two J’s of aLJU. 

No. XXIX, Copper, Size, 3^. Weight, 31 grains. Ifnique, Mr. Bellasis. 

Man^urah, a,ii. . . 4. 

Obverse. — Blank. Reverse .— 

Centre t . » , . 

Mar^n: X**. ^yaiJb . 

• D^ild-pDtn^ Jourti, if. As. vcJ* VII. ji. 27* 

t The patronYwic, in ha locid eppUettieHj iney been deri™i rfom ^Ar D^iid bin *Ab bio 
^"Oll 10 m the above Jkt(p* 57)t who was iq proiiiineiilly aarocifftod with the overthrow of the 'tJiniiiiuh 
(Tflhari IT. pp. 289, 328^ 342.) As unde of the new Kbalir he was aU powerful, nni) as gotwnor of Ku^ 
(in jJEt, 132)^ of whidi Sind was n dopeail«icji Am irmps wouM naHtraUj havir effectod tlie Snd traits er 
of domlDioti in that proviooc* hWaudi VI, pp, 88, 91, 98 ; price D- ppw 2, 4, - . 

{ I am inclined to [dentify this raler witli the Altii Manktir "Umiir bin Abdnllih, mdicated m the 
note p. 58 oitfr, m the reignin^g soTcreigii of Man^Mrab^ in Aiii. 30(>- i at ibo period of the geographer M wM s 
visit to the T&JJej of the Indue, and of whom he apeaJts fiitiher in the foUowing tertna^^ ** Ihem ii fome 
Tolatioiuliip between the rojikl fandlv of el-Man^i\rab and the family of etih*SbawAribT tlie Kadi^ y 

for the kinga of el-MaD^umb ere rf the family of Hnhbar bon chAswad, 
name of Beni ''Amr ben *Abd el-AzTz el-Knrilii, ^ ^ U to be diatJognished 

from ^Amr ben ^Abd el*Aria ben Merwaup llw OmaTjide (KbnllF)"-^—Spreogers Meadow o/ Goidfp. 

Arabic la from M. B. de Mejnerd'a edition, p* 377* See nlso Glldemdstcrt qiiotiog / n au i p, , an 
Elliot, eiting the same author {Iiht 0 rmm of India), p. 63 j and Ffrf«sof Dowaon'i edition, voL h pp. 31. 

» (imo.) , [e] 
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BanI: 'TTsiab. 

No, XXX. Copper, Size, 44 . "^Veiglit, 36 gnuiiB. Unique* Sir Bajitle Prere, 

Obverse .-—Central device, four lines crossing each other at a common, centre, so as 
to form a species of star of eight points j four of these are, however, rounded off by dots. 
Legend, arranged as a square: 

*Ul *>**».4 

with single dots at the comer angles, and two small circles filling in the vacant ^aees 
outside of each word. 

Margin.—^Two plain circular lines, with an outer circle of dots* 

Bbyebse*—C entral legends in three lines witliin a triple circle composed of dots, 
circlets, and an inner plain line, I transcribe the legend, with due reservation, as : 


Obverse* 


ApiAB. 


No* XXXI, Silver. Mr* Burgess. TTapublished. 

Reverse. 


ti 


jJJl 


No. XXXM. 
Obverse. 


*Abd-ailaii (JFijfiiandJftfliA*.] 
Silver. New varieties. Mr . Burgess* 

Reverse, 


Unpublished. 



In terminating this brief M nh n mmnd an section, I ought to advert, momentarily, 
to the information obtained iixim the early Arabian travellers in India, respecting the 
* mixed currencies of Sind and the adjoining provincea. 

The Merchant Sulaimdn, a.h. 237 (a*.!!, 851), is the first who affords us any insight 
int& the condition of the civculatitiff tuedia of the land j he tells us that, among other 
pieces used in commerce in the dominions of the JialAard, Tdiariffa dirhams took a 
prominent place, and that these were reckoned in value as equal to of the ordinary 
coins of the King.* 


* Abu Z&id, circ& 303 a.d. vho fblloifit Su l ft Tmitn , iDf^idcatBlly nujiitiuis: “ AtilRlbia. I'oa portalt dims L'Iqi1& 
Ub din&ndu 8bd ^ chacun f(]tiiTelA!t d trois dinirs 

otdJniures el dawnti^,"—(ilj pL 153, Eefnaud's trinjlfttimi. 

later m point of time, the Egyptimi anther of the Mualik*«l*Ab»4r triers to the “ rowAaA d'or ” w equal 
to 3 MUhkaU. This vras the modem representative of the normal ancient ireipht of tOO Ratis, {Satarak^,) 
or, ts neofljf as jmesiblc, 175 gtrins. See My /'tt/Aon KitiffM, pp. £17 tt «o_ and Mr Atifitttt Indiaa fFeia^it, 
pp. 12, 36, 70. 
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The identification of this term Tatariffa, has formed the subject of mnch vague 
speculation; M. fieinaiid’s latest conjecture poiuted at a dmvatioii £rom the Greek 
<rTa,Tr,pt Sfalet^J* 

I myself have, for long past, persistently held that the true term 'was to he fomid in 
Tdhhritf^t frhft namft of a dynasty dominant above aU others in Eastern Asia at the period 
of the Herchaot’s visit to India-t 

Tliia conclusion has graduaUy been Etrengthoued by the discovery of the exact 
generic lo&yd in the unique Oxford MS. text of Ibn Khurdddhah,} and in the more 
critical version of Mas*audi,§ lately completed in Paris. 

To these evidences, I am noiv able to add the definite legend of a coin of Talhah bin 
Tdhir, struck at Bust, on the Hehmind, in a.h, 209 Ca.i>. 824). 

Tal hah bES Tima, A-H. 209. 

Copper: siae, 5^; weights, 30, 31, and 22*5 grains. Bust. a.h. 209 (a.d. 624). 
Two specimens, Cunninghaiu collection, B.M. A third coin, recently acquired, by the, 
B. M., contributes the legible name of the irint.|| 

Obverse.— 

Centre;— jJ 1 

Margin:— t* j, 

Reverse. —Central device, a reduced Sassanian head, to the right, with the usual 
flowing back-hair, and traces of the conventional wings above the cap; the border of the 
robe is bossed or headed. 

In front of the profile the name of is inserted. 

Margin i— jiUlotu (jl* «sit, 

This coin has further ciaimB upon our attention, in its testimony to the survival 
of old types and the continuity of the recognition of SaEsanian devices in Seistdn, 
extending, in its local infinences, even to the confessed followers of Jsldm, up to so 
late a period as 209 years after the Hijerali of Muhammad. 


• “ La inowiaie qni cireiile lign " sea Elfiti ooifdsFte cn pifece* d'aigcDt, qu'ou nemuae ^^Ual<. 

Qhaenno de cea pieces ^luinnt i no tiirheni et doioj, Jmsnnaift du BOdToriiD.” Betatiott des Fbjfafffi, 1845, 

1, p. 25; E fi m ud , L’Inde, 1649, p, 235 j Gitilemciater, dt Jttloi ludiaM, Boui, 1838, p. IG6; Tod'i Rajaithai^ 
quoted in IMnsep's Essaysf, L 86. T>. Sptengcr, in hw edition of ^los’jiudi, propoMB the intcrpwlation of 

7'a/afawi>ii. - r '-i 

t The Arabic text of Fakubi, edited 1 .^ JuyjiboU (Lugd. Bol., 1861 ), give* tho dntca of Una fimnlf 


foUowfl:— 


T&liir bin A1 TToftaiti 
bin TAbir 
^Ab^lidi Un 
X&bJr bin ^AbcbtllaJi 
Mukamnuid bin T^hlr 
Y^^ib biti Loib 


- 205 

- A-B. ^7 

« a 41^ 2lS 

- A^n. 230 

* A^iia 243 

* A*ne 2^0 


A.P- 320-1 
A4J. 322-a 
AJJ. 830 
A.p^ 844-5 
A,D, §62-3 
. 372-^ 


Sen ftlen Priniep^B Ui Ta* p- ^04 ; Hamia Isfahdni pp- 1 4 7t 223+ r a 

t Jourii. 166®, p. £89. M. B. de Mejnard, I find,adhered to the TaiAerid^^, ia OefiMM of Pn>f«ior 

CoweH’fl tesliraony to ToAmpa. ElUot'a ^rfonnwr, toL I. p- 4- 

I Text, Tcl. I. p. 382. _ one 

y Mr. S. h, Poolo discovered the correct rrading of thla mint froui a latw cum of Zat* 5i« jIo, AH. ^96. 

KC. Tol. XIII. p. 169. 










I 


SI ^^HJEOLO&ICAL SUBVEY OF WESTEHN INDIA. 


^ onaide^ under this aspect of fixity of national designs, it may instruct us 
in the classification of some of the devices preriously noticed,* about which our 
knowledge is at present indeterminate in the extreme. We know from the later 
developments of the Indo-Muhammadan coinages of the immediate successors of Mahmud 
of Ghazni,t that the Eastern TnrM Muslims were less steict in their denunciations of 
emblems and figures, than their presumedly more orthodox eo-religioniste of the "West, 
and that in these cases the Northern inraders of India freely accepted the national 
types of the conquered kingdoms, which in thw sense may fUrnish data for tracing 
back and discriminating the earlier examples of parallel assimilations. 

To return to the materia) estimates of the SindC currencies, we are in a position 

to cite the consecutive testimony of Istakliri and Ihn Haukal, whose verbatim texts 

m their latest exhaustive form are reproduced in the foot-note.f These restored 

versions authorize us to infer that there were, among other impinging or still extant 

national methods of weigliing and estimating metallic values /w/er sc, ceitain market 

rates, or prices current, for international exchanges, which were quoted in fractions at 

that time, as our haif-erowns still count, in defiance of decimals, in the London stock 
liatg. 

From these returns we gather that there were .coins termed ** Victorious ” equi¬ 
valent to five ordinaiy dirhams in the local exchange, and that, concurrently the Bdtdr 
or open market recognized a totally difTorent scale, Imsed upon a coinage onlv plm ith 
or ^rd above the home issues. 

With the very imperfect numismatic materials extant, it would he presumptuous 
te pretend to fix, even approximately, the cob weights and measures obtaining in such a 
v^ue international crossway as Man^rah; but I could quote witiun narrow geogm- 
pliical or epochal limits, such extreme variations of weights of jlindrs, dirhams and 
copper coins a disemtion, that, if I wishes! it. I might prove almJ any given sum to 

momentary demonstration, an exercise which, as a collector of positive facts, I speciallv 
desire to avoid. ^ ^ 


• p. a«) antt. 


ir^Jf 


line DOtjUiitiifiL^ bv tlie iciidf Df til c ^ i fliisl 

Kaft^mr « »ot ic Xb„ IIso. The town thf, period d«, 
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